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cee 


THE 


ARGUMENT. 


| 


Of the 


FIRST BO OK. 


He firſt Book propoſes firſt in brief the 
whole Subject, Mans diſobedience, and the 


Ty F724 

51 = loſs thereupon of Paradiſe wherein be was 
| 2 — Then touches the prime cauſe of bis 
ifal,the Serpent, or ratherSatan in the Serpent ; who re- 
volting from God, and drawing to hi: fide many Legion: 
of Angels, was by the command of God drives out of 
Heaven with all his Crew intothe great deep- Which 
action paſt over, the Poem haſts into the midſt of 
things, preſenting gata with bis Angels now fal 
len into Hell, deſcribed here, wot in hs Center (for 
Heaven and Earth may be ſuppos'd as yet not made, 
certainly not yet accurſt) but in a place of utter dark. 
neſs, fitlieſt cal d Chaos: Here Satan with bis Angel: 
lying on the burning Lale, tbanderſtrucl and aftoniſht, 
after a certain ſpace recoveri as from confuſon,call;up\ 
A 2 in 


Renee 


— 


— 


| 


giows,who lay till then inthe ſame manner eta 


bim who next in Order and Dignity lay by bim; they 
confer of thir miſerable fall. Stan awakews all bis Le- 


ed ; They riſe, tbir Numbers, array of Battel, thir chei 
Leaders nam d, according tothe 11 hnown afterwards 
in Canaan and the Countries adjoywing, to theſe Satan 
dire@s bis ſpeech, comforts them with hopes yet of re- 
gaining Heapen, but [tells them laftly of a ne i ord, 
and new kind of Creature to be created, according to an 
ancient Propheſie, or report in Heaven;for that Angels 
were long before this viſible Creation, was the opi- 
nion of many ancient Fathers. To find ont the truth; 
of this . and what to determine thereon he 
refers to a full coumcel. What (his Aſſociates thence 
attempt. Pandemonium the Pallace of Satan riſes, 
ſuddenly built out of the Deep: The infernal Peers there 
þt in Councel. 


— — 


| 


Of the 


SECOND BOOK. 


H econſultat ion begun, Satan debates whether ano- | 

ther Battle be to be hazzarded for the recovery of 
Heaven:ſome adviſe it,others diſſuade: 4 third propoſal 
is pre fer d, mention'd before by Satan, to feareh the; 
truth of that Propheſie or Tradition in Heaven concern- 
ing another world andanother kind of creature equall or 
wot much —— to them ſelve about this time to be 
created : Thir doubt who ſhould be ſent on this diſſiculi 
Pane : Satan thir chiefyundertekes alone the voyage, 
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is honou-ed ind applanded. The Conncelthus ended, the 

reſt betake thew ſeveral way1E*t0 ſeveral imployments, 
as thir inclinations lead them, to entertain the time till 
Satan retwrn. He paſſer on Bis journey to Hell Gate, 


finds them ſhut, and who ſat thereto guard them, by 
whom at length they are open d, vnd diſcover to hin the 
great gulf between Hell and Heaven; with what diff 
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Of the 


| 
| 


THIRD BOOK. 


er, fitting on his Throne ſees Satan flying toward: 
this World, then newly created; ſhews him to the Son 
who ſat at the right band, foretelli the ſucceſs of Satan 
is perverting Mankind;clears his own juſtice and wiſ- 
dom from all imputationgbaving created Man free and 


able enough ts have withitood bis Tempter; yet declare 


bis purpoſe of grace toward: him, in regard he fell not 


of bis own alice, as did Satan, but by hin educ'd. The 
Son of God renders praiſes 10 his Father for the manj- 
feſtation of his gracious purpoſe towards Manzbut God 


again declares that Grace cannot be extended towards 
Man without the ſatisfation of divine Fuſtice ; Man 
hath offended the ma Je y ofGod by aſpiring toGodbead; 
and therefore with all bisProgeny devo led to de ub 

dye unleſs ſome onocan be found ſufficient to anſwer for 
bir offence, andundergo bis Puniſhment. The Son 0 | 


God freely offer: himſelf a Ranſowe for Man © the FA. 


culty be paſſes through, directed by Chaos, the Power of 
that place, to the ſight of this new World which be ſought. 
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ther accepts him, ordarms bis incarnation, — 


bir exaliationm above all Names in Heaven and Earth ; 
commands all the Angels to adore bims ; they obey, 
and hymning fo thir Harps in full Lire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son. «Mean while Satan alight; 
pon the bare convex of this World: outermoſt Orb; 
where wandring he fir finds a place ſiace call d the 
Lymbo of Vanity v, what perſons and thing: fly up 
thither z thence cou; 10 the Gate of Heevelly to/crib' d 
«ſcending by ſtairs, and the waters above the Firms. 


went that flow about it : His 4 thence 0 the Orb 
of the gun be finds there Uriel : 

but firſt changer himſelf into the ſhape of a meancr A. 
gel; and pretending « zealour deſire ie behold the new 
Creation,aud Man whom God bad plac't there,inquire; 
of him the place of bis habitation, and is direBed; 
«lights. fir fi o Mount Niphates. 


Of the 


FOURTH BOOK. 


'C Atan now in proſpe@ of Eden, and nigh the place 

where be mw of! — attempt the bold enterprize which 
be wndertock alone againſt God and Man, falls into ma. 
ny dowbts with 71 õ70 and many paſſuons, fear envy, 
aud deſpare,but at ag confirms himſelf in evil, jour. 
ne on 10 Eons whoſe outward projpe@ and ſcita. 
ation is deſcribed,overleaps rhe bounds in the ſhape 
of a Cormorant on the Tree of life, as higheſt in the Gar- 


Regent of that Orb, 


0 .The Gar 164.84 7 
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Pebt of Adam and Eve ; bis wonder at thir excelem 


fall ; overbears thir diſcourſe, t 


penalty of death; and thereos intends to found bi; tem- 
ptation, by ſeducing them to tranſgreſs: then leave: 
them a while,to know further of thir ftate by ſome otber 
means, Mean while Uriel deſcending on a Sun-beam 
wares Gabriel, who had in charge the Gate of Paradiſe 
that ſome evil ſpirit had eſcap d the Deep, and pea 

at Noon by hisSphere inthe ſhape of a good Angel down 
to Paradiſe diſcovered after by bis furious g 8 in 
the Mount. Gabriel iſes o find him ous ere 
morning. _- coming on Adam and Eve diſcourſe 
of going to thir reſt :thir Bower deſcrib'd; thir Eve- 
ning worſbip. Gabriel drawing forth his Bands of Night- 
watchto walk the round of P aradiſc,appoints two ſtrong 
Angels to Adams Bower, leaſt the evil ſpirit ſhould be 
there doing ſ ome harm toAdam or Eve Peeping 5 there 
they find him at the car of Eve, tempt er in « 
——— * ref though _—_— to Gabriel; by 

on queſtion cornſully anſwers, prepares reſ- 

ftance,but biader'd by g Siznfrom Heaven,flies — 
Paradiſe. 
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Of the 


FIFTH BOOK. 


, Eve relates to Adam ber 
R 


form and beppy ftate, but with reſolution te work t bir 
ce gathers that the 
| Tree of knowledge was forbidden thew to tat of, under 


1 thir ro i bar 7 


TheArgament: | 


W 


ing Hymn at the Door of thir bower.God 10 render Man 
n able (endrRapthiacl to adamonrſb bim of bir obe 
dirnce, of b, free fate, of bi; encany wear at band 
who he is, and why bis enemy, and ever elſe 

av ail Adam % know Raphael comes down to Paradiſe. 
bis appearing deſcrib'd, bis coming diſcers'd by Adan 
afar fig at 1he door of bi: Bower ; be goes ont 
to met hi brings bim to hiilLodg entertains bias with 
the corte fruits ofParadiſe got rogetber by Even 
diſcourſe at Table:Raphael performs bir meſſage,wind; 
Adam of biz ftate and of bis enemy, relater at Adam 
requeſt who that enemy 11,4nd bow be came to be ſo, be 
"—_— frow bis firſt revolt in Heaven, and the occaſion 
thereof ben be drew bir Legions after bim to the part; 
of the North, and there incited thew to rebel with bias, 
perſwading all but only Abdiel « Seraph, who in Argu- 
went diſſuade; and oppoſes him, then for ſakes bim. 
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Of the 


SIXTH BOOK: 


RAe cost iavet to relate how Michael aud G1 
briel were ſent ſorth 19Battel ag ainſtSatan and bi; 


Angels, The t deſcrib of Satan d bis 

ers ee — i Ice — 

vi Emgines, which in the ſecond daye- fi 

chael ad bir Augel: ro ſow di 2 

pulling up Mountains overmwbelnid both 1 
Machins of Satan, v, Tet the Tumald 224 endoug, | 

| ou .thethird day ſends Mchiah bis Sow, for w 
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e repeated departs 
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place, and can ng 
Legions ts fland ftill om either fide with Cb and 
| Thander driving into the mi 
thew nnabh to reſiſt toward 
opeming they leap Jown with borrour and ronfu ſoon into 
of pun i ſhment prepar'd for them in the Deep : 
ah return: with trinmph 16 bir Father, p 


of his e ei, purſues 
Ra of Hes vem,which 


177 reſerv d the glory of that Vidory : Heme the Pom er 
of bis Father coming 10 the 


«all bis 


Of the 


| at the 
REA Pas fir 


— carte 
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What be re- 


SEAVENTH, BOOK. 


of of ds dial © 
created, that God, 
of Satan and þ 54 Angels ont of Hea- 


weamber'd fince bi: 9 wn Creation, bis im * 
4 bis 22 with ud and fs ſo. 
and Nupticls with ee, bir 


therenpen ; who after ad 
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tal Moti 
—— 
t,and fit 


— 


—_— 


| 


—— 


— 


— 
— 


— 


Phe Agamen 
of the 


EIGHTH BOOK. 


— baving compoſt the Earth, with N 
geile returns 414 miſt by Night into Paradiſe, cler, 
into the Serpent feeping. Adam aud Eve in the Morning. 
go forth to thir labours, which Eve propoſer to divide 
in ſeveral places, each lobouring apart: Adam conſents, 


oat dan w 1641 * „ef they | 
w SIE: 2 Hay fac alone? Eve) 


loath to be thought not carcumſ fd or firm 2 
rher going" apart (ihe ratber denne 
of ber fre — at le ed: the Serpent 
„e 4p proac — 12. — 
— with — N rawolh bove all 5 
tere Y 5 —— Le 
bow be atrava dts bu woe ſy — 
ing et ti — — p 7 755 of 
| 4 certain lv the Garden be — both * 
and Keaſpw 1th thew woid of borb ive . 
bring leren Tree; and finds # bebe — 7 
| Knowledge forbidden Thewerpint WB grow beliles,. 
wit b many e, ard arguments raderer bir at Het 
]eati fbeplenr d with the tafbe dier eln 
| {0 imparnitberevſ'ed Adamor acts ) — of 
| {be treu, relies whit perſwaded Nel 
IAA firft nat if bas percebving be loft. ve 4 
a | through vebemence of love to periſh — eren. 


— — — 
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nuating the treſpaſs, eats alſe of the Fruit : The #ffelts | 
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eres 


The Argument. 
(hereof im thew both; they ſeek to cover L wehed- 
weſ7 ; then fall te variance and accuſation of one a- 


cher. 


1— 


Of the 
NINTH BOOK 


Mz tranſgreſſion known, the Guardian Angel; 
forſake Paradiſe, and return upto Heaven ts ap: 


ovethir vigilance and are approv'd, God Ai 
2 the entrance of Satan could not bebe pre- 
vented. He ſends bir Angels to judge the e 
E deſcends,ond giver Sentence accordingly; t in 
pity cloathr them both and reaſcends. Sin and Death 
tie till them at theGates of Hell, wondron 1 /ympa- 
thy ferling the 12 97 if Saran in fir new World and 
the fin by wan there committed, reſolve to fit wo longer 
onfin'd in Hell, but to follow Satan thir Sire up to the 
lace of Man te muke the Way taper from Hell to this 
orld to and fro they pave a broad Highway or Bridge 

Chaos, according ts the ird that Satan firfi 
ade, them preparing for Farth, they meet bim proud 
of bir ſurerſs returning to Hell thir mutual gratulation. 
tan arrives if Pandemonium, tn full aſſembly relate; 
1th boaſting bir ſucceſs againſt Man 1 inflead of « 
lawſe ir emtertnin' d with « general biſrby all bir ands- 
wee, i74niſorm'd with bimſelſ alſo ſuddenly into Ser. 
ents, according is bir drow giv'n in Paradiſe; then 


laded with « foew off the forbidden Tree ſpringing up) 


fore them t bey greedily reaching 18 taſte of the Frei, 
A 


c 


a. 
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chew di and bitter aber. The proceediags of Sin and 
Death ; God foretells the final Vifory of bis Sou over 
| chew, and theremewing of all thingr;but for the preſent 
l commands bis Angels to make ſeveral alterationt in t 
Heavens and Flemwruti, Adam wore and more percetv 
| ing bi: fall n condition bravily bewailer rejel11 the con 
dolewent of Eve; ſbe perſiſts and at length appeaſe 
him : Then to tvade the Curſ6 likely ts fall tn thir Of 
| ſpring, propoſes to Adam violent wayes which be 25 
proves not, lat conceiving better hope, pot, ber in mind 
of the late Promiſe wade them, that ber Seed ſhould be 
r. veng'd on the Serpent, and ex hort, ber with bim to 
ſeek Peace of the offended Deity, by repentance and 
ſupplication. 


— 


Of the 
TENTH BOOK. 


He Som of God preſenti to bir Father the projers 
of our % Parent! now repenting, and interceder 
for thews God accepts them, and declares that they 
muſt no longer abide in Paradiſe, ſends Michael with 
Band of Chermbims to diſpoſſeſs thew ; but firſt th 
reveal to Adam future things : Michaels coming 
lown, Alam ſhew:; to Eve certain ominous fignr, by 
diſcerns Michacls approach, goes out to meet him | 
be Angel denonncet thir, departure. Eve's Lamenta 
2 —— * ares The Agel leads bi 
«p to a high Hill, ſets before him in vigon whit bal 
Jappem till the Flood, thence from the flood * 


— 
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— 


ind by degrees explains, who that Seed of the Woman 
ſhall be 5, bir Incarnation, Death, Reſurredion, aud 4- 
ſcemtion , the ſtate of the Church till bir ſecond Coming, 
Adam greathy ſati: fied and recomforted by theſe relati 
ons and Promiſes, diſcends the HIG with Michael 
alen Eve, who all thi: while bad fleps, but wit 

gentle dreams compoi'd ts quitineſt of mind and fol- 


Par adi/e, the fer Sword waving brbind them, and 
the c bim raking thir Stations to guard the 


Place. 


wiſſion. Michael vn cither bond thew' ont of 


ame in Greek, and V. irgil | in Latin; 


THE VERSE. 


"He Meaſure is Enghſh Heroic 
Verſe without Rime, as that of 


Rime being no neceſſary Adjunct or 


true Ornament of Poem or good Verſe, 


in long er Works eſpecially, but the In- 1 
vention of a barbarous Age, to P off 
wretched matterand lame Mectet; gr ac 


indeed ſince by the uſe of ſome — 
modern Poets, carried away by Cuſtom 
but much to thir own vexation, hin- 


drance, and conſtraint to expreſs ma- 
ny things otherwiſe, and for the moſt 
part worſe then elſe they would have 
expreſt them. Not without cauſe there- 
fore ſome both Italian and Spaniſh Po- 


both i in longer and ſhorter W orks 


ets of prime note have rejected Tl 


| have 


Ww—Y 
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have alſo long nc our beſt Engliſh Tra 


gedies, as a thing of it ſelf, to al judici- 


ous cars, trtv ial and of netrutmuſſccal de- 
light; which conſiſts only in apt Num- 
bers, fit quanti 
ſenſe vanoully drawnout fromone as 
into another, not in the jingling ſou 

of like endings, a fault avoided hy. the 
learned Ancients both in Poetry ul 
ood Oratory. This negledt 10 of 
. lo lutle is to be talen fora deſect, 


each. h it may ſerm ſo to vulgar 
Readers that it rather is to beeſteem d 
an example ſer, tho firſt in Engliſh,ofan- 


ent liberty, recover d to Heroic Poem 
rom the troubleſome and modern bor- 


wage of Riming. 


ERR A- 


of Syllables, and the 


1 = of 


— 


ft 


ERRAT A. 


25. for td Ecrrnel, Read Evernal. 
- 409, for Heronaim, t. Honorgims, 
58. for and Baxd r, Band and, 
60. for bundreds r, bunderds, 
4. forwe x, wer 
1. 
4 


> 
775 


SSS 


for greet x. grete, 
for with x. is. 
. for breath r. breaths. 


Te 5 ny 


1 115 


Other liceral faults the Keader of himfaf may Conret. 


| 


PARADISE 
LOST. 
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the Fruit 
Of that Forbidden Tree, whole 
mortal taſt 
Brought Death into the World , 
and all our woe, 
| With loſs of Fdex, till one greater Man 
| Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful Sear, 
| | Sing Heav'nly Mute, that on the ſecret top 
Ot oreb, or of Sinai, didſt inſpire 
[That Shepherd, whe firſt taught the choſen Seed, 
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
| — out of cer: Or if Sion Hill 
| Do t thee more, and $ilos'; Brook that flow d 
y the Oracle of God ; I thence 
— thy aid to m 
That with no midd 


1 Song 
— intends to ſoar 


— — —— ¶ ö — — 


10 


Above 
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Above th' 4onian Mount, while it purſues 
Things unattempted yet in Proſe or Rhime. 
And chiefly Thou O Spitit, that doſt prefer 
Before all Temples th' upright heart and pure 
Inſtruct me, fur Thou know t ; Thou from thefirſt 
Waſt preſent, and with mighty wings outſpread 
Dove like ſatſt brooding on the valt Abyſs 
And mad'ſt it pregnant: What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raiſe and ſupport ; 


That to the highth of this great Argument 


I may aſſert Eternal Providence, 
And juſtihe the wayes of God to men. 
Say firſt,for Heav'n bides nothing from thy view 
Nor the deep Tract of Hell, ſay firſt what cauſe 
| Mov'd our Grand Parents in that happy State, 
Favour'd of Heav'n ſo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and tranſgreſs* his Will 
For one reſtraint, Lords of the World beides? 
Who firſt ſeduc'd them to that fowl revolt 
Th infernal Serpent ; he it was, whoſe guile 
Stird up with Envy and Revenge, decerv'd 
The Mother of Mankinde, what time his Pride 
Had caſt him out from Heav'n, with all his Hoſt 
Of Rebel Angels, by whole aid aſpiring 
To ſet himſelf in Glory above his Peers, 
He truſted to have equal'd the moſt High, 
If he oppos'd ; and with ambitious aim 
Againſt the Throne and Monarchy of God 
Rais d impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Hurld headlong flaming from th Et Skie 
With hideous ruine and combuſtion down 


Paradiſe boft. Book 7. 


To bottomleſs perdition, there to dwell | 
in Adamantine Chains and penal Fire, | 
Who durſt deftie th Omnipotent to Arms. | 
Nine times the Space that meaſures Day and Night 30 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquiſhe, row ling in the fiery Gulfe | 
Confounded though immortal : But his doom | 

| 

| 


— 


Reſerv d him to more wrath ʒ for now the thought 

Both of loſt happineſs and laſting pain 

Torments him; round he — baleful eyes 

That witneſs'd huge affliction and diſmay 

Mixt with obdurate pride and ſtedfaſt hate: 

At once as far as Angels kenn he views 

The diſmal Situation waſte and wilde, 60 

A Dungeon horrible, on all ſides round 

As one great Furnace flam'd, yet from thoſe flames 

No light, but rather darkneſs viſible 

Serv'd only to diſcover hghts of woe, 

Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 

And reſt can never dwell, hope never comes 

That comes to all z but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed 

With ever-burning Sulphur unconſum'd : 

Such place Eternal Juſtice had prepar'd 70 

For thoſe rebellious, here their Priſon ordain'd 

ln utter darkneſs, and their portion ſet 

As far remov'd from God and light of Heav'n 

As from the Center thrice to th utmoſt Pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell! 

There the companions of his fall, o re helm d 

With Floods and Whirlwinds of tempeſtuous fire, 

He ſoon diſcerns, and weltring by his ſide 
| A 2 


One 


— — 


- 


_ — 


Book 1. Paradiſe loſt. 


GO 


100 


Ly 


| One next himlelf in power, and next in crime, 
20 |Longafter knownin Paleſtine, and nam'd 
 Feelzebub. To whom th' Arch-Enemy, 


Breaking the horrid ſilence thus began. | 


From him, who inthe happy Realms of Light 
' Cloth'd with tranſcendent brightnes didſt outſhine 


And thence in Heav'n call'd Satan, wich bold words | 


If thou beeſt he 3 But O how foll'n ! how chang'd 


Myriads though bright: If he whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counſels, equal hope, | 
And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize, 
joynd with me once, now miſery hath joynd 

In cqual tuin: into what Pit thou ſeelt 

From what highth fal'n,ſo much the ſtrongerproyd 
He with his Thunder : and till thea who knew 
The force of thoſe dire Arms? yet not for thoſe, 
Nor what the Potent Victor in his rage | 
Can elſe inflict do I repent or change, 

Though chang d in outward luſtre 5 that ſixt mind 
| And high diſdain, from ſence of injur d merit, 
That with the mightieſt rais'd me co conteud, 
And to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd | 
That durſt diſlike his reign, and me preferring, | 
His utmoſt power with adverſe power — 

In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav'n, | 
And ſhook his throne, What thoughthefield be loſt? 
All is not loſt; the — Will, 

And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 
And courage never to ſubmit or yield : 


And what is elſe not to be overcome ? 
That Glory never ſhall his wrath or might 
| | Extort 


LA 


| Paradiſe loſt. Book 1. 


| Extort trom me. To bow and ſue for grace 
Wich ſuppliant knee, and deifie his power 
Who from the terrour of this Arm ſo late 
Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed, 

| That were an ignominy and thame beneath 
This downfall ; ſince by Fate the ſtrength of Gods 
And this Empyreal ſubſtance cannot Bil, 
Since through experience of this great event 
In Arms not worle, in — much advanc't, 
We may with more ſucceſsful hope reſolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal Warr 
Irreconcileable, to our grand Foe, 

Who now triumphs, din th' excels of joy 
Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Heav'n. 

So ſpake th Apoſtate Angel, though in pain, 
Vaunt ing aloud, but rackt with deep deſpare : 
And him thus anſwer'd ſoon his bold Compeer. 

O Prince, O Chief of many Throned Powers, 
That led th' imbattelld Seraphim to Warr 
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds 
| (Fearleſs, endanger'd Heav'ns perpetual King; 
And put to proof his high Supremacy, 
Whether upheld by ſtrength, or Chance, or Fate, 
Too well I ſee and rue the dire event, 

That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 

Hath loſt us Heav'n, and all this mighty Hoſt 

In horrible deſtruction laid thus low, 

As far as Gods and Heavuly Eſſences 

Can Periſh: for the mind and ſpirit remains 

Invincible, and vigour ſoon returns, 

— all our Glory extinct, and happy ſtate 
iy 
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Here {wallow'd up in endleſs miſery. 
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But what if he our Conquerour, (whom I now 

Ot force believe Almighty, ſince no leſs 

Then ſuch could hav orepow'rd ſuch force as ours) 

Have left us this our ſpirit and (ſtrength intire 

Strongly to ſuffer and ſupport our pains, 

That we may ſo ſuftice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier ſervice as his thralls 

By right of Warr, what e're his buſineſs be 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in Fire, 

Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep 3 

What can it then avail though yet we feel 

Strength undiminiſht, or eternal being 

To undergo eternal puniſhinent ? 

Whereto with ſpeedy words th'Arch-fiend reply'd. 
Fall'n —— to be weak is miſerable 

— or Suffering: but of this be ſure, 

To do ought good never will be our task, 

But ever to do ill our ſole delight, 

As being the contrary to his high will 

Whom we reſiſt. It then his Providence 

Out of our evil ſeek to bring forth good, 

Our labour muſt be to pervert that end, 

And out of good ſtill to find means of evil; 

Which oft times may ſucceed, ſo as perha 

Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diſtu 

His inmoſt counſels from their deſtind aim. 

But ſee the angry Victor hath recall'd 

His Miniſters of vengeance and purſuit 

Back to the Gates of Heav'n : The Sulpburous Hail 

Shot after us in ſtorm, oreblown hath laid 

oft fiery Surge, that from the Precipice 


f Heav'a receiv'd us falling, and the I hunder, 
Wing'd 
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Wing d with red Lightning and impetuous rage, 
Perhaps hath ſpent his ſhafts, and ceaſes now 

To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs Deep. 
Let us not flip th” occaſion , whether ſcorn, 
Or latiate fury yield it from our Foe, 

Sceſt thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde, 
The ſeat of deſolation, yoyd: of light, 

Save what the glimmering of thele livid flares 
Caſts pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend 
From off the toſſing of theſe fiery waves, 
There reſt, if any reſt can harbour there, 

And reaſſembling our aſtlicted Powers, 
Conſult how we may henceforth moſt offend 
Our Enemy, our own loſs how repair, 

How overcome this dire Calamity, 

What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, 
If not what reſolution from deſpare. 

Thus Satan talking to his neereſt Mate 
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes 
That ſparkling blaz'd, his other Parts. beſides 
Prone on the Flood, extended long and large 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the Fables name of monſtrous ſize, 
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briarios or Typhon, whom the Den 
By ancient Tarſu held, or that Sea-beaſt 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeſt that ſwim th Ocean ſtream: 
Him haply flumbring on the Norway foam 
The Pilot ot ſmall night; er d Skiff, 

ing ſome Illand, oft, as Sea · men tell, 
With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind 
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Moors 
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210; Chain'd on the burning Lake, nor ever thence 
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Torn from pelorut, or the ſhatter'd fide 


| Moors by his ſide under the Lee, while Night 
Tnveits the Sea, and wiſhed Morn delayes : J 
So (tretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay 


Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permiſſion of all-ruling Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns, 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himſelf damnation, while he ſought 
Evil to others, and enrag'd might ſee 

How all his malice ſerv'd-but to bring forth 
Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy ſhewn 

On Man by him ſeduc't, but on himſelf 


Treble confuſion, wrath a: + +nge3nce pour'd, 
Forthwith upright he re 7+ if the Pool 
His mighty Stature 3 ON cad, roms Aimee 


Drivn backward ſlope their pointing ſpires,&row1d | 
In billows, leave i'th' midſt a horrid Vale. | 
Then, with expanded wings he ſtears his flight 
Aloft; incumbent on 1 Air 

That felt unuſual weigh, till on dry Land 
He lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd 
With ſolid, as the Lake with liquid fire; 
And ſuch appear'd in hue, as when the force 
Of ſubterranean' wind tranſports a Hill 


Of thundring tna, whoſe combultible 

| And fewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire, 

Sublim'd with Mineral fury, aid the Winds, 

And leave a ſinged bottom all in vou t 

With ſtench and ſmoak: Such reſting found che ſole 

Of unbleſt feet. Him followed his 1 | i 
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: fSmote 


[His Legions, Angel 


| $0 50745 rake, and him Ezz{zebub | 
Thus anſwer'd. Leader of thoſe Armies. bright, R 
Which but th' . potent none could bave 

f once they hear that voyce, their Rvelieſt ple ge 
Of hope in fears and daggers, heard ſo oft 

In worſt extreams, and on the perilous edge 

Of battel when it 12 d, in all aſſaults 


New courage a 9 2 revipe, oy h now they lye 
Groveling and proſtrate on yon | Lake of Fire, 
As we erewhile, aſtounded and amaz'd, ; 
No worrrrs fall' ſuch a pernicious. higbth. 

He ſcarce f whenthe ſuperiour Fiend 
Was moving toward the Catia cnderovs ſhield 


ren pu 


at EY The t 

Or in Valdirub, td deſt — ew and, 
Rivers or Mountains in her ſpotty Globe. 
—— Sp 5 to equal which the talleſt Pine 


ee hills, to 1 the Maſt 
1 1 gr Arojital, were Bu ut 4 wand. 
He 0 rd uneaſie eps 
Overt th ng Mitte not like thoſe Raps 
On bear Azure, and the torrid Clime 
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In Vallambroſa, where th Eirarfan (hides 

High overarch't imbowr ; ot ſtatterd ſed * 
Affoat, when with fierce Winds brion àrmdd 
Hath vext the Red · Sea Coaſt, 'whoſe waves ore - 
Buſiris and his Aempblan Chivalrie, 3 
VVhile with perfidious hatred they purſu d 
The Sojourners of -Goſhex, who beheld” "! © 
From the ſafe ſhore their floating Cirkafes a 
And broken Chariot VVheels, ſo thick beſtrdwn 
Abject and loſt lay theſe, covering the Flood, 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He call'd' ſo loud, that all the hollow Deep) 
Of Hell reſounded. Princes, .Poferttates, 
Warriers, the Flowr of Heav'n,once yours, now loſt, 
If ſuch aſtoniſhment as this can ſieze | 
Eternal ſpirits 3 or have ye chos u this place 
After the toyl of Bagel co repolie” 5 145 & 
Your wearied vertue, for the eaſe you find 

To ſlumber here; as in the Vales' of Heav'n > 
Or in this abje& poſture have ye fworn 

70 adore the 'Conquerour ? Who now beholds 
Cherube and Seraph ro ling in the Flood. 
With ſcatter'd Arms and Enfigns, till anon 

His (wift purſuers from Heav n Gates difcetn 
Tb advantage, and, deſcending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked Thunderbolts 
Trahifix us tg the bottom' of this Gulfe. 
Awake, "rg or. be for ever falln. 
| They-heard,and were abaſht, and up they fprung 
Upon the wing, as when then wont ty Watch 
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N. when the potent Rod 
Of ama 5 DC , pts evill day 
Wav'd ro N 4 pitchy cloud 
— 22 , e * the Eaſtern Wind, 

83 the Realm of rr Pharaoh bung 
Li b. F darken'd all the Land of Nile: 
So nu leſs were 19578 _Y Angels ſeen 
Hovering.oo wing, under the Cope of Hell 
'Twixt upper, 


et tothejr Genera 


Innumerable. 


955 eggs, Fires 3 
SRE. 8 fignal Lee t 'uplif ted 

'Of ell 5 TM 1 — 4 dick 
N 2 n - bes e down they light 
= brim} 05 fill all the Pons n 
A multitude, like * * e populous Nortti 
pour d never from het frozen loytis, to pas 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons | 
Came like à Deluge on the South, and ſpread 
Beneath 22 to the Lybian fands. | 
Forthwith from ever ry Squadron and each gon 
The Heads and Leaders thither haſt whete 

| Their great Commander;Godlike ſhapes and forms 
'Ex human, Princely Dignities, 

360, And Powers that carſt in Heaven fat on Thrones ; 


Though of their Names in heav'nl Records how 
= — memorial, blotted out oy rab d 


r Rebe Rebellion, from the Books of Life. 


they yet the Sons poo 
ee Wrap. vie he Kurth, 
| _ Gods high rater al of tian, 


2 


— ————ʃ — BY 
Paradiſe loft. Book 1. | 


By falſities and lyes the greateſt part 
Of Mankind they corrupted to forſake 
God their Creator, and th' inviſible 


Oft to the Image of a Brute, adoru d 
And Devils to adore for Deities: 


Came ſingly where he ſtoo 


Their Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd 
hovah thundring out of Sion, thron'd 


Within bis Sanctuary it ſe 
Abominations ; and with curſed thin 


Of human ſacrifice, and parents tears, 


To his grim Idol, Him the ui 


In Argob and in Baſa#, to the ſtream * 


| 


Glory of him, that made them, to transform 
Wich gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold, 


Then were they knowa to men by variousNames, 
And various Idols through the Heathen World. 
Say, Muſe,their Names then known, who firſt, who 
Raus d from the ſlumber, on that fiery Couch, (laſt, 
At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth 
don the bare ſtrand, 


While the promiſcuous croud ſtood yet aloof ? 
The chief were thoſe who from the Pit of Hell 
Roaming to ſeek their prey on earth, durſt fix 
Their Seats long after next the Seat of God, 


Among the Nations round, and durſt abide 


c 
Honey. the Cherubim 3 yea, often .plac'd 
t their Shrines, 


His holy Rites, and folemn Feaſts profan'd, 
And with their darkneſs durſt affront his light. 
Firſt Aoloch, horrid King beſmear'd with blood 


Though for the noyfeofDrums and Timbrels loud 
T heir childrens cries unheard,thar paſt through fire 


Worſhipt in Rebba and her watry Plain, a : 
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Of utmoſt — Nor content with ſuch 


Audacious neighbourhood, the wiſeſt heart 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His Temple right againſt the Temple of God 
On that opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove 


And black Geben call'd, the of Hell. 


From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 

Of Southmoſt Abariew.z in Heſebou 

And Heyoain, Seons Realm, beyond 

The flowry Dale of $ibwz clad with Vines, 
And Eleale to th Aſphaltick Pool. 

reer his other Name, when he entic'd 

Iſrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 

To do him wantan rites, which coſt them woe. 
Yet thence his luſtful Orgies he enlarg d 
Even to that Hill of ſcandal, by the Grove 

Of Meloch homicide, luſt hard by hate; 

Till good et drove them thence to Hell. 
With theſe 

Of old Expbrates to the Brook that parts 

Egypt from Hrian ground, had general Names 
Ot ulis and Aſbteroth, thoſe male, 

Theſe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleaſe 
Can eit her Sex aſſume, or both ; fo ſoft 

And uncompounded is their Eſſence pure, 


Not ti'd or manacl'd with Joynt or limh, 


Nor founded on the brittle ſtrength of bones, 


Dilated or condens't, bright or obſcure, 
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Can execute their acric purpoſes, 
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The pleaſant Vally of Hianem, Tophes t hence 
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Next Chemor, th obſcene dread of Moabs Son, 


came they, w ho fromthe bordring flood 


Like cumbrous fleſh; but in what ſhape they chooſe 
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Infected 8ions daughters with like heat, 
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And works of love or enmity fulfill. 

For thoſe the Race of Iſrael oft forſook 

Their living ſtrength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous Alter, bowing lowly down 

To beſtial Gods ; for whick their heads as low 

Bow'd down in Battel, ſunk before the Spear 

Of deſpicable foes, With theſe in trov 

Came 4ftoreth, whom the Phenicians call d 

Aſtarte, Queen of Heav'n, with creſcent Horns z 
o whoſe bright Image nightly by the Moon 

Sidoxian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs, 

In gios alſo not unſung, where ſtood 

Her Temple on th' offenſive Mountain, built 

By that uxorious King, whoſe heart though large, 

Beguil'd by fair Idolatreſſes, fell | 

To Idols foul. Tbemmg came next behind, 

Whoſe annual wound in Lebazos allurd 


The Syrian Damſels to lament bis fate 0 
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In amorous dittyes all a Summers — 
While ſmooth Adoui, from his native Rock 
Ran purple to the Sea, ſuppos d. with blood 
Of Thamarns yearly wounded : the Love: tale 


Whoſe wanton ps in the ſacred Porch 
Ezekiel ſaw, when by the Viſion led 

His eye ſurvay'd-the dark Idolatries 

Of alienated dab. Next came one 

Who mourn'd in earneſt, when the Captive Ark 
Maim'd his brute Image, head and bands lopt off 


440 


In his own Temple, on the grunſel edge, 460 


Where he fell flat, add ſham'd his Worthipers : 
Dagon his Name, Sea Monſter, upward * 
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| Him follow'd Rimmon, whoſe 


Of Alban and Pharpher, lucid ſtreams. 
He alſo againſt the houſe of God was bold: 


Gods 'Altar to diſpa 


|Both her 
Fell not from Heaven, or more groſs to love 


And downward Fiſh : yet had his Temple high | 
Rear'd in Azotzr, d through the Coalt | 


Ot Paleſtine, in Gath and Aſcalon, 


And dccaron and Gn, frontier bounds. | 
ighetul Seat | | 


Was fair Dawaſcsr, on the fertil 


A Leper once he loſt and — 5 
Aber his ſottiſh Cooqueror, Ae drew 
For one of Syrian e, whereon to burn 
His odious offrings, and adore-the Gods 
Whom he had vanquiſhe. After theſe appear'd 
A crew who under of old Renova, 
War. Ifs, 'Orns and their Train 

ith monſtrous ſhapes and ſorceries abu: d 
Fanatic Egypt and her Prieſts, to ſeek 

undring-Gods 


Thir w diſguis'd in brutiſh forms 

Rather then human. did Iſrael ſcape 

Th' infection when their borxo d Gold compos d 

The Calf in ore: and the Rebel King 

Doubl'd that fin in Bethel and in Das, 

Lik his Maker to the Grazed Ox, 

— , Who in one Night when be pas- d 
rom —— ual'd with one ſtroke 

born and all her bleating Gods. 
elial came laſt, then whom a Spirit more lewd 


Vico for it ſelf : To him no Temple ſtood 
Or Altar ſmoak'd ; yet who mare oft then hee 
In Temples and at Altars, when the Prieſt 
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Ahne that tore Hells Concave, and beyond 
Frigtned the Reign of Chavs and old Night. 


All in through the gloom were 
With Oriem Colours waving: with them roſe 


Ten nd Banners riſe into the Air 


A Forrelt | it Sheors : and thronging Betts 
| Appear'd, 3 Shields in thick array | 
Of depth ianweaſurable :" Anon they move = | 
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Begirt with 8-11: and 4rworic 
Aud all who fince, Baptiz'd or 1 
Jouſted in Aſpramont or Montalbax, 
\Demeſco, or Mareccs, or Trebiſoud, 

Or whom Biſerts ſent from Afric ſhore 
When Charikmain with all his 
By Foutarabbis, Thins far theſe 


Compare of mortal proweſs, yet 
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Thir dread Commander : he above the reſt 
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T 
c Far other once be | 
For er now to have their lot ia pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerct 

Of Heav a, and from Eternal Splendors. lung 
For his revolt, yet faichfull bow they od, 
Thir Glory wit As when Heavens Fire 
Hath — the re — or — Pinan, 
Wirth rop their y growth though bare 
Stands on the blaſted Heath. He now prepar'd 


From Wing to Wing, and half encloſe him 

With all bis Peers : attention beld them mute. 

Thrice he aſſayd, and thrice in ſpite of ſcorn, 

Tears ſuch as Angels my 4 at laſt 

Words interwove with fighs found out their way. 

O Myriads of immortal Spirits, 99 4 
ech-/ 
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beld in bliſs ) copdemad 
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To ſpeak ; whereat their doubl'd Ranks they bend 


as not. 
As this place 


Foreſering or 
Of knowledge 


can yet beleeve, though after 
That all theſe puillace Legions, whoſe exile 
Hath emptigd Heav' | 
Self-rais'd, and their native ſeat, 
For me , be witneſs all the Hoſt of Heav'n, 
if counſels different, or danger ſhum d 
By me, have lot our gut he who reigns 
: ap ble Theone, —— 
Sat ee, U 9 
Coaſent or cuſtome, and bis Regal State 
Put forth at full, but ſtill his ſtreugth conceal” 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our tall. 


Heoceforth his might we know, and know our own | 


So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New wart, provokt 30ur better part remains 
To work in cloſe delign, by fraud or gui 

What force effected not: that he no leſs 

At length from us may hnd, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome bot half his foe. 

8 may produce new Worlds ; whereof ſo rife 

here went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven : 
| Thirher, 
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For — — Pie (ball never Abril 
Cæleſti not th' 

Long under darkneſs cover.” Rut theſe 
Full Gouoſel muſt o:arure : Peace is defpaird, 
For who can think Submiffion > Warr then, Warr 
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or underſtood muſt be reſolv d. 

Milliorn: a of be — 1 — 
— w — hs 

Fa illumin'd r hey Hy 
— _ t 

A gainſt che Higheſt, and fierce with 2.520 arm's 

ae on their ſounding ſhields the din of war, 

defiance toward the vault of Hrav n. 

There hood « Hill not far whoſe grieſly top 

Belch'd fire and row ling ſmoak ; the reſt entire 

Shon with a gloſhe ſcurſf, undoubred — 


1 680 


That in his womb was hid metallic Ore 


The work of Sulph —— with ( 
N — utes Sm byork — 


Of Pioners with ——— — 
Forerun the — Camp, to trench a Field, 

Or caſt a Ra . Mammon led them on, 
Mammon, the erected Spirit that fell 

From heav'n,for ev in heav n his looks Ecthoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heav'ns — trod in Gold, 
Then aughe divine or holy ele en * 

in viſion - beatihe-:-* by him 

Men alſo, and by his fi enughe, 
Ranſack'd the Center, with unpious 


wr 


hes | 


| 


Riff'd the bowels of thir 
—— 
'nd into the Hill x 

And dig'd out ribs of Gold. 

T hat-riches grow in Hell z that 
Deſcrve the pretious bane. Aud 
Who boaſt in nd = 20d 
Of Babel, and the works — 


— how thi t Moouments a 
arn dee. 


igh on the Plain in many 
Sluc'd from the a ſecond nukitede - 
us 9 ry 
A third as foon had form's within — — 
A various mould, and from 
By ſtrange fut $each eto nook, fn 
As in an Organ one bieſt of wind » 
To many ar —— breaths. 
A non out of the earth a Fabrick 
Roſe like inExhalotion;Avith the found - 
Of Dutcet Symphonies and voices (war, 
Built like a Temple, where Per round - 
Were er, and Doric pillars overlaid + 
With Golden Architrave ; nor did there want 


Cornice or F Sculptures 
r 2 


Nor great Alcairo ſuch magnificence + 


_ 


That — 1. 1 


the mae Ory . 


— 


1 


. 


LE 


. g Al hir glories, bo ü ſhr int 


*|Nor wis ie man unhoerd or unador'd: | 


Fell Jong 


98 73 | a 
with Aſy7/4 trove 
Stood fint bet 


— ahi — way ad eren 


MWulea, her ample (paces, o te the {ſmooth 
And — from the arched roat 
ſutt wan a — * 110 5.4 
I 12 
—— and 1 yeilded NN 2 70 
— 9 multitude id 
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EEE King 
Exalted — power, and to rule, 
Each in L — 


In ancient Greece 5 and in Auſonies land 

Men call'd him Atzictber; and bow be fe 

From Heay'n, they fabl'd; 2 — — 

Sheet o te the Battlements : 

To Noonihe fell, — — 15 

A Summers. day 3 od with the ſetting Sun 

Oropt from ce Zenith like a Star, 

On Lene td Ages lic : thus t relate, 

Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 

before 5 nor aug 2yail'd him now 

To have builtinHeav't ligh Towrs 3nor did be 

By all his Eogans, but was ſent (ſcaps 
ub 


Par adiſe bot. | Books. 


With bis indoſtrious crew to build in hell. 
Mean while the winged Haraldꝭ by command 
Of Sovran power, with awful K 
And Trumpets ſound thropgbout the di 
A ſolemn neel forthwit de held (claim 
At Pandemoninw, the high eka! 


Of Satan and his Peers; ſummount'call'd 
From every and Band 11 Regiment 


By place or choice the worthiefty they anon 
With hundreds and wich thoafands' came 
Attended :. all's was thrripig d. tle ey 
And Porches wide, but chief the ſpacious Hall 


bough like a cover 'd field, where Champions 
ont ride in arm q and at the Soldan chair bold 
Befrd the bet of Taxim chi Ir 
To mortal combat ot tarreer w 
Thick ſwarar'd, bot h an the — and in the air, 
— with the hify of ru . Ab Bees 
In (pring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides, 
Povrefon orth thir populuus youth about the Hive | 
acluſters they among freſh dews and flowers 
'Flie to and fro, or onthe ſmoothed Plank, | 
The ſuburb of thir Straw- built Cittadel, 
N ruh d with Baume, expatiate and confer 
ee So thick the aerie crowd 
— were ſtraitn'd ; till the Signal giv'n, 
hold a wonder! they but now who ſeemd 
In bigneſs to ſurpaſs Earths Giant Sotis 
Now lei then ſmalleſt Dwarfs, in narrow room 


f 


] 


und the India» Mount, or Facric Elves, 
hoſe midnigh Revels, by a Forreſt fide | 


; he that PigmnearRace - 0 
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Or Fountain ſome belated Peaſant fees, 

Or dreams he ſees, while over head the Moon 

Sits Arbitrels, and neerer to the Earth 

| Wheels her pale courſe, they on thir mirth & dance 

2 
once wit is re b. 

Thus — Spirits 50 Indi Forms 

Reduc d thir ſhapes immenſe and were at large, 

Though without number ill amidſt the Hall 

Ofthat inferaal Court. But far within 

And ig thit own ions Like themſelye: 

The © great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In cloſe receſs and ſecret conclave ſat 

A thouſand Demy-Gods on golden ſeat s, 

Frequent and full. After ſhort lence then 

ſummons read, the great coulylt began. 


The Exd of the Firſt Book, 


PARADISE. 
LOST. 


BOOK IL 


=—_ a Throne of _ State, which far 
tſhon the wealth of Or and of 1nd! 
Or where the gorgeous Eaſt with richeſt 
wrs on her Kings herbert Pearl & Gold, (hand 
Satan exalted fat, by merit raw'd 

To that bad eminchee ; ond Hm deſpair 

Thus high upliſted hope, aſpires 
Beyond thus . h, infatiate to 

Vain Warr wit Heav'n, and by — untaught 
His proud imaginations thus diſplald. 

| power and Domintons, Deities of Heav'n, 
For ſince no deep within ber gulf enn hold 
[Immortal vigor, m_ = preſt and fall'n, 
give not Heav'n for! rom this deſcent 
Celeſtial vertuer rifhg, wit appaar * 

More glorious and more dread chen fromme fall, 
And traſt themſelves to fear no ſecold fte: 
D 2 Vi 


— — —— — 


10 


— 
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| Mee though juſt right, and the fixt Laws of Heav'n 
| | Did firſt create „ next, free ehvice, 
20 — Ne A 5 Counſel or ny ight, 

| th OY yd of merit is loſs 

| — fart at leaſt recover d, bath much more 

| abt a fat d T „ 

| Velde E du KE ppibr ſtacl 
In Heav'n, which tollgws dignity, might draw 
Envy from each infetior but who here 
Wu envy whom the higheſt you expoſes 

| Formoſt to ſtand — the Thunderers aime 
Tour bulwark, and eopdemns to greateſt ſhare 


30 Of endleſs pain ? where there is then no good 

| For which to ſtrive, ao ſtriſe can grow upthere 

| From Faction 3 for none ſure will claim in hell 
Precedence, none, whole ion is ſo ſmall 

Or reſent pain, that with ambitious mind 

Will covet more. With this advantage then 

To union, and firm Faith, and fim accord, 

More then cap be in Heav'n, neg retura 

To claim — juſt — a old, 

| Surer to then proſperity 

40 Could hae alfaf d us 3 and by what beſt way, 

| Whether of open Warr or covert guile, 

We now debate; who can adviſe, may ſpeak. | 

| He ceas d, and next him Arvloc, er d 

| Stood up; the ſtrongeſt and the Spirit 
That fought in Heav'nz now fiercer by deſpair : 


His truſt was with th Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in ſtrengt h, and rather then be les 


| Cat'd not to he at all; with that care loſt 
5 his feas;; of God, or Hell, or worſe, 


He 


— 


r — 


— 
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He reckd not, and theſe words thereafter Ipake. 

My ſentence is for open Warr t Of Wiles, 
More unexpert, I boaſt not: them let thoſe 
Contrive who need, or hen they need, not now: 
For while they ſit contriviag, ſhall the reſt, 5 
Millions that ſtand in Arms, and longing W At — 
T he Signal to aſcend, fir lingring here 
Heav'ns fugitives, and for thir dwelling phee 
8 this dark opprobrious Den of ſhame, 
[The Priſon of his Fyranny who Reigns Kon 
[By y our delay ? no, let us tat her choole = 
Arm'd with Hell flames and fury all at oe 
O're Heav'ns high Towrs to force refiſtleſs way, 
Turning our T ortures into horrid Arms 
Againſt the Totturer ; when to meet the noiſe 
Of his Almighty Engin he ſhall hear © 
Inſernal Thunder, — for Lightning — 
Black fire and horror ſhot with equal ra 
Among his Angels ; and his Throne it of 
Mixt with Tartarcan Sulphut, and trangefire, 
His own jovemed Torments. But perhaps 
The 1 difhcule — ſtee JE 
With upr again(t a higher foe 
Let 12 if the eepy 8 
Of that forgetful Lake benumme not , 

bat in our. praper motion we aſcend | 
Up to out natice feat > deſcent and fall! 
To us is adverſe; Who but felt of late 
When _ —— Foe hung on our brok'n Rear 
— purſu'd us through the Deep 
With what een laborious fi 
We funk thus I Lv aſcent is eaſie 
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|. | Tk event is ſear'd y ſhould we again provoke 


Our ſtronger, ſome worſe way his wrath may knd 
To our deſtruction: it there be in Hell 

Fear to be worſe deſtroy d: what can be worſe 
Then to dwell here, driv'n out from bliſs, con- 
In this abhborred deep to utter woe; (demu d 
Where pain of unextinguiſhable fire 

Muſt exerciſe us without hope of end 

The Vaſlals of his anger, when the Scourge 
Inexorably, and the torturi re 

Calls us to Penance ? More deſtroy d then thus 
We ſhould be quite aboliſhe and expire. 

What fear we then? what doubt we to incenſe 
His utmoſt ire? which to the highth enrag'd, 
Wil) either quite conſume us, anuteduce 

To nothing this «ſlential;ihappier farr 

Then miſerable to have eternal being: 

Orif our ſubſtance be indeed Divine, 

And congye ceaſe to be, we are at worſt 

On this fide nothing; and by proof. we feel 
Our power ſuficiedt todiſturb his Heav'n, 

And with, perpetual inrodes to Allarme, 

Though inacceſſible, his fatal Throne 
WhicHyif not Victory is yet Revenge. 

| He ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Deſperate revenge, and Batte! dus 
To leſs then Gods, On th other ſide up roſe 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane; 

A faizer perſon loſt not Heav'ns be ſeemd 

For dignity campos d and higb expſoit 2 - | © 


But alf was, falſe and/bolows though h Tongue 


Dropt. Manna, and cuuld make the worſe 1 | 
iT The 


-— — — — 
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The better reaſon, to perplex and daſh 

Matureſt aſels: for his thoughts were low z 

To vice induſtrious, but to Nobler deeds 

Timorous and ſlothful: yet he pleas'd the care, 

And with perſwaſive accent thus *. 1 
[ſhould be much for open Warr, O Peers, 

As not behind in hate ; it what was urg' d 

Main reaſon to perſwade immediate 

Did not diſlwade me moſt, and ſeem to cat 

Ominous conjecture on the whole ſucceſs: : 

When he who moſt excels in fact of Aras, 


Miſtruſtful, grounds his courage on deſpair 

And utter 40 

Of all his aim, after ſome dire revenge. 

Firſt what Revenge? the Towrs of Heav'a are fuld 
With Armed _ 8 1 all 5 y 
Im regnable; on the bordering 

— thir Legions, or with obſcure -< | 
Scout farr and wide into the Realm of night, 


ith blackeſt Inſurrection, to 
Heav'ns a pure Light, 3 yet our great Enemie 


wy incorrups N 5 Ls . — MP 
it cat of a * 0 4 X 
— miſc — — log ex 1 firs, 


Vitorious, Thus bes epi, d, 2 final hape 


— 


us, that 


In what he counſels and ig what excels 194 


| 


| 
| 


olution, as the (cope 


Scorning fi e. Or could we break our way ;\/} 
oy — at our heels all Hell ſhould riſe; - - 1. 
confound, | 


413” 22101 * 
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Us Tobe no more; ſad cure; fot who would looſe, 


Though full of pain, this intellectual being, 
how. thoughts that wander through Eternity, 


1 — rather, ſwallowd up and loſt 
150 lu t 


wide 'womb of unereated night, 
Devoid of ſenſe and motion ? and who knows, 


¶ Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 


Can giveit, or will ever? how hecan 

Is doubtful; that he never will is ſure. 

Will be, ſo wiſe, tet looſe at once his ire, 
Belike through impotence, or unaware, 

To give his Enemies thir wiſh, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger ſaves 

To puniſh endleſs ? wherefore ceaſe we then? 
Say they who counſel Warr, we are dec ad 
Neſerv d and deſtin'd toi Eternal woe. 


' : | Whatever doing, what can we ſuffer more, 


What can we ſuffer worſe? is this then worſt, 
Thus ſitting, thus conſulting, thus in Arms? 
What when we fled amain, M7 d. aric. ſtroocck 
With Heav'ns affi Fing Thunder, e 1 
The Deep to ſfeſteł us ? this Heil aendern 

A refuge from thoſe wounds: or 15 
Chain q ot the buying Lake? r worſe 
What if the Breaththat / ah n fires © |, 
Awak d ſhoul 7 ehe ! 
And plunge us as 
Should infermitt SAC An | 
= red right batte 88700 tf pit” A 

r ſtores —_— 1 Gt f 
f Hell dre fron ey 
[mpendehe watt, evening deousFaf1) 24 
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A 
Warr therefore, apen or conceal'd, alike 


With him, or who deceive his mind, whoſe eye 
Views all things at one view?he from heay'ns highth 
All theſe our motions vain, ſees and derides; 
Not more Almighty to reſiſt our might 
Then wiſe to fruſtrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the tace of Heav'n 
Thus trampl'd, thus expell'd to ſuffer here 
Chains & theſe Torments? better theſe then worſe 
By my advice, ſince fate inevitable by 
Subdues us, and Omnipotent Decree, on) 
The Victors will. To ſuffer, as to doe, 
Our ſtrength is equal, nor the Law unjuſt 
That ſo ordains: this was at firſt reſolv d, 
If we were wie, againſt fo Papst l 
Contendiiig, and ſo donbrful what might fall. J 
I''augh; when thoſe who at the Spear are bold 
And vent tous, if that fail them, ſhrink and frar 
What yet they know muſt follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pan, 
| The ſthrence of thir Conquerour? This is no W 
| Our, doom$ which if we can ſuſtain and bear, 
| E Our 
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My voice diſſwades; fot what can force or guile| 
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210 Our Supream Foe in time may much remit | 


240 


His anger, and perhaps thus farr remov'd 

Not mind us not offending, ſatisfi'd 

With what is puniſh'tz. whence theſe raging fires 
Will flack'n, if his breath ſtir-not thir flames, 

Our purer · eſſence then will overcome 

Thir noxious vapour, or enur'd not feel, 

Or chang'd at length, and to the place conformd 
In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain 

This horror will grow milde, this darkneſs light, 
Beſides what hope the never. ending flight 

Of future days maybring, what chance, what change 
Worth waiting, ſince our preſent lot appeers 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worſt, 

If we procure not to our ſelves more woe. 


Counſel'd ignoble eaſe, and peaceful ſloath, 

Not peace: and after him thus Mammon ſpake. 
Either to diſinthrone the King of Heav'a 

We warr, ifwarr be beſt, or to regain 

Our own right loſt : him to unthrone we then 

May hape, when everlaſting Fate ſball yeild 

To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife 

The former vain to hope argues as vain 

The latter : for what place.can be. for us 

Within Heav'ns _—_— _ 1 Lord ſu- 

We overpower ? Suppoſe he ſhould relent (pream 

And publiſh Grace gs promiſe mad. 


Of new Subjection; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his pre ſence humble, and receive 
Strict Laws impos d, to celebrate his Throne 


With 


Thus Belial with words cloath'd in reaſons garb| 
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Forc't Halleluiah's 3 while he Lordly fits 

Our envied Sovran, and his Altar breathes 

Ambroſial Odours and Ambrofial Flowers, 

Our ſervile offerings. This muſt be our task 

In Heav'n, this our delight 3 how weariſom 

Eternity ſo ſpent in worſhip paid 

To whom we hate. Let us not then purſue 

By force impoſſible, by leave obtain 

Unacceptable, though in Heav'n, our ſtate 

Of ſplendid vaſſalage, but rather ſeek 

Our own good from our ſelves, and from our own 

Live to our ſelves, though in this vaſt receſs, 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring 

Hard liberty before the eaſie yoke 

Of ſervile Pomp. Our greatneſs will appear 

Then moſt conſpicuous, when great things of ſmall, 

Uſeful of hurtful, proſperous of adverſe 

We can create, and in what place ſo ere 

Thrive under evil, and work eaſe out of pain 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darkneſs. do we dread > How oft amidſt 

Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'ns all-ruling Sire 

Chooſe to reſide, his Glory unobſcur'd, 

And with the Majeſty of darkneſs round | 

Covers his Throne from whence deepthunders roar 

Muſt'ring thir rage, and Heav'n reſembles Hell? 

As he our Darkneſs, cannot we his Light 

Imitate when we pleaſe ? This Deſart ſoile 

Wants not her hidden luſtre, Gemms and Gold; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raiſe | 

Magnificence; and what on Heav n ſhew * 
2 I 
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Wich warbl'd Hymns, and to his Godhead. ſing | 
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Our torments alſo may in length of time 
Become our Elements, theſe piercing Fires 
As ſoft as now ſevere, our temper chang d 
Into their temper 5 which muſt needs remove 
The ſenſible of pain. All things invite 
To peaceful Counſels, and the ſettI'd State 
Of order, how in ſafety beſt we may 
—_— our preſent evils, with regard 
Of what we are and where, diſmiſhng quite 
All thoughts of Warr : ye have what I adviſe. 
He ſcarce had finiſht, when ſuch murmur filld 
Th” Aſſembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 
The found of bluſtring winds,which all night lon 
Had rous d the Sea, now with hoarſe cadence Jul 
Sea-faring men orewatcht, whoſe Bark by chance 
Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Ba 
After the Tempeſt : Such applauſe was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas'd, 
Adviling peace : for ſuch another Field 
They dreaded worſe then Hell: fo much the fear 
Of Thunder and the Sword of Michael 
Wrought ſtill within them; and no leſs deſire 
To faund thisnether Empire, which might riſe 
By pollicy, and long proceſs of time, 
ln emulation — to Heav 'n. 
Which when Be#lzebub perceiv'd, then whom, 
$4tan except, none higher ſat, with grave 
Aſpe@ he roſe, and in his riſing ſeem d 
A Pillar of State ; deep on his Front engraven 
Deſiberation ſat and publick care ; . 
Aga Princely counſel in bis face yet ſhon; | 
ajeſtick though in ruin : ſage he ſtood By | 
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With Atlantean (houlders fit to bear” 


Drew audience and attention ſtill as Night 

Or Summers Noon-tide air, while thus he ſpake. 
T hrones and imperialPowers;oft-ſpring of heav'n, 

Ethereal Vertues 3. or theſe Titles now 

Muſt we renounce, and changing ſtile be call'd 

Princes of Hell ? for ſo the popular vote 

Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 

A growiog Empire ; doubtleſs ; while we dream, 

And know not that theKing of Heav'n hath doom d 

This place our dungeon, not our ſafe retreat 

Beyond his Potent arm, to live exempt 

From Heav'ns high jurisdiction, in new League 

Ba nded againſt his Throne, but to remaine 

la ſtricteſt bondage, though thus far remov'd, 

Under th inevitable curb; reſerv'd 

His captive multitude : For he, be ſure, 

In highth or depth, (till firſt and laſt will Reign 

Sole King, and of his Kingdom looſe no part 

By our revolt, but over Hell extend 

His Empite, and with Iron Scepter rule 

Us here, as with his Golden thoſe in Heav'n. 

What fit we then projecting Peace and Warr ? 

Warr hath determin'd us, and foild with lofs 

Irreparable ; tearms of peace yet none 

Vout ſaſ t or ſought; for what peace will be givu 

To us enſlav'd, but cuſtody ſevere, ? 

And ſtripes, and arbitrary puniſhment 

Inflited 2 and what peace can we return, 

But to our power hoſtility and hate, SC 

Untam d reluctance, and revenge-though flow,” | 

Yet 


The weight of mightieſt Monarchibsz .his-look | 
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By ſudden onſet, either with Hell fire 


Yet ever plotting how the Conquerour leaſt 

May reap his conqueſt, and may leaſt rejoyce 

In Jin what we molt in ſuffering feel 

Nor will occaſion want, nor ſhall we need 

With dangerous expedition to invade | 
Heav'n, whoſe high walls fear no aſſault or Siege, 
Or ambuſh from the Deep. What if we fiad 
Some eaſier enterprize ? There is a place 

( If ancient and prophetic fame jn Heav'n 

Err not) another World, the happy feat 

Of ſom new Race call'd Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though leſs 

In power and excellence, but favour'd more 

Of dim who rules above; ſo was his will 
Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an Oath, 
That ſhook Heav'ns whol eircumference,confirm'd. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, td learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 
Or ſubſtance, how endu'd, and what thir Power, 
And where thir weakneſs, how attempted beſt, 
By force or ſuttlety: Though Heav n be ſhut, 
And Heav'ns high Arbitrator fit ſecure 

In his own ſtrength, this place may lye expos d 
The utmoſt border of his Kingdom, left 

To their defence who hold it: here perhaps 
Som advantagious act may be achier k 


© waſte his whole Creation, or pofleſs 
All as our own, and drive as we weredriven, 
The punie habitants, or if not drive, 
Seduce them to our Party, that thir God 


May prove thir foe, and with repenting hand 


Abo- 
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1Sparkl'd in all this eyes 3 with full aſſent. | 
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Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

in our Confuſion, and our Joy upraife 

In his diſturbance; when his darling Sons 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, ſhall curſe 
Thir frail Originals, and faded bliſs, 

Faded ſo ſoon. Adviſe if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in darkneſs here 
Hatching vain Empires. Thus F##/zebub 
Pleaded his devili Counſel , firſt. devis'd | 

By Satan, and in part propos d: for whence, 280 
But from the Author of all ill could Spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, dane all to ſpite 

The great Creatour? But thir ſpite ſtill ſerves 
His glory to augment,, The bold deſign 
Pleas'd highly thoſe inferual States, and joy 


N v hereat his ſpoech he thus rene ws. | 

ell have ye judg d, well ended long debate, 390 
Synod of Gods, — like to what ye are, | 
Great things reſoly'd ;which fromthe loweſt deep 
'Will once more lift- us up, in ſpightof Fate, 

Neerer ouriancient .Seat 3 perhaps in view 


|Ofthoſe bright confines, whence with neighbouring, 


And opportune excurſion we may. chance (Arms 
Re- enter Heavnz or elſe in ſome milde Zone 
Dwell pat unviſited of Heav us fair Light 
Secure, and at thebrightning Orient beam A 
Purge off this gloom the ſoft delicious Air, |aco 
To heal the ſcarr. of theſe corroſive Fires 

Shall 
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| Sufficient 2 who ſhall tempt with wandring feet 


¶ Choice in our ſuffrage 4 for on whom we-ſend, 


Shall breath her balme. But firſt whomſhail we ſend 
la ſearch of this new world, whom ſhall we find 


The dark unbettom'd infinite Abyfs 
And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or ſpread his aerie flight | 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaſt abrupt, ere he arrive | 
The happy lle; what ſtrength, what art can then 
Suffice, or what evaſion bear him - ſafe | 
Through the ſtrict Senterie and Stations thick 
Of Angels watching round ® Here he had need 
All circumſpection, and we now no 
The weight of all and our laſt hope relies, 

T his fad be ſat ; and expectation held | 


His look ſuſpence, awaiting who #ppect'd 
To — eroded, or undertake 4 
t but all far mute 
ht 


Pol — d h deep the 

P ing the wit h derp : % & each} 
la ot rr 71 
Aſtoniſht: hone atvong the chotee and prime | 
OF thoſe Heav'n-warring Champions could be 
So hardie as to profter or (found 
Alone the 1 vegage n et ht 
Satay, whom row trarſtendent De 
Above his fellows, with Mowarchal fl 
Conſcious of higheſt worth, wamov'd thus ſpake 
O P Heav'n Empyrent Thrones, + 


With reafon hith and devurt ; 
Seis d us, though" undi{maid':; long the way 
And hard, that out of Hell leads upto Light; 


12 


Pods bit 

Our — ſtrong, this huge convex of Fire, i | 
Outrageous to devour gaaures us round | 
Ninefold, and gates of burning Adamant 


Barr'd over ws prohibit all __ 
Theſe paſt, if any paſs, the void ouad 


Wide gaping, and with utter lolbot — 
* hm, plung d in that abortive gu \ 
If thence he ſcape into what ever world, 

Or unknown _— what remains him leſs 
Then unknown and as hard eſcapes L 
But I ſhould ill become —— Throne, O Peers, 
And this Imperial So ranty, adorn'd d » 
With ſplendor, arm'd with power, 2 pro 
Ape hors d of public moment,in the ſhape (pou 

ificulry of could dotetre - | 1. 

Me from —_ hes x 7 
Theſe — = na refuſe to Reigu, 


Refuling to accept as great a ſhare 


To him who Reigns, and fo\mech;o kim due, 
Of hazard more , as he above che xelt 


L! of Heav n, though fall'nz intend at home, 
Eg be our home, what beſt may eaſe, 


T at Miſery, and renger Hell 225 „ 
| — there he: cure or charm, ©, | 
[Tor reſpitg.or deceive, or the pain | 

\ 


Of this ill Manſion : iantermit no watch 
— a wakeful Foe, whale I abroad 
T 
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coaſts of dark deſtrution ſgek | 
us * 19 his emerprige- - - "We 


rough all 
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Of hazard as of honour , due alike . | 


High honourd ſus Go therfore might POWED, 
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Of Thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
Wich awful reverence prone -und a5 a 


His own": tor neither do the Spirits damn'd 
. [Looſe all thit vertue ; leaſt bad men ſhould boaſt 


Ended rejoyeivg i thir motehieſꝭ Chief: 

As when om mountain tops the dusky clouds 

—— — the North wind 
c 


Firm concord holds, men onely diſagree * 


None ſhall partake wich me. Thus ſaying roſe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply, 
Prudent, leaſt from his refolution rais'd 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refus'd ) what erſt they feard; 
—— ſo refus'd —— opinion ſand 

is rivals, winning cheap the hi te 
Which he through hazard — — But they 
Dreaded not more th adventure then his voice 
Forbidding z and at once with him they roſe x 
Thir rifing all at once was as the found 


Extull him equal to the higheſt in Heav'n : 


fail'd h they prab 
r 3 


Thir ſpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, 
Or cloſe ambition varniſhe o're with real. 
Thus they thir doubrful confaltations dark 


oreſpread 
Heav'ns chearful face, the lowring 
Scowls ore the dark'nd lantskip Snow, or ſhowre 4 
If chance the radiant Sun with farewell ſweet 
Extend his ev ning beam, the fhelds reyive, 
The birdsthir notes renew, and blesting herds 
Atteſt thir joy, that hill and valley rings. 
O ſhame to men! Devil with Devil dann'd 1. 


— — 
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Creatures rational, **hough under hope * * | 
heavenly Grace : and God proclahring peace, 
Yet live in hatred, enmitie, and ſtrife 500 
Among themſelves, and levie cruel warres, 
Waſting the Earth, each other to : 
As if (which might induce us to accord 
Man had not hell iſh foes anow beſides, 

That day and night for his deſtruction waite. 
The $1ygian Councel thus diflolv'd; and forth 
ln order came the grand infernal Peers, | 

Midft came thir un Paramount, and ſeemd 
Alone th 7 ot — = | 
Then Hells dread Emperour wit | 
And God-like imitated State; bie wid 
A Globeof fterie Seraphim ine lord 
With bright imblazonrie, and horrent Arms. 
Then of thir Seſſion ended they bid cry 
With Trumpets regal ſound the great reſult- 
Toward the four winds four ſpeedy Cherubim 
put to thir mouths the ſounding Alchymie 
By Haralds voice in'd : the hollow Ab 
Heard fart and wide, and all the hoſt of Hell 
With deafning hour, return'd them loud acclaim} 52 
7 mom at cafe thir minds ny ſomw hat rais' 
By falſe preſumptuous , the ranged powers 
B. band and 1 his ſeveral way 
Purſues, as inclination or fadchoice 
Leads him perplext, where he may likelieſt find 
Truce to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkſome hours, till his great Chief return. 
part au the Plain, or in the Air ſublime 
Upon the wing, or in _ race contend, 
; 2 
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8 pain up by the roots Theſſalias Pines, 


Wich notes Angelical to man 


$59 By doom of Battech; and complain that Fate 
Free Vertue ſhould enthrall to Force or Chance. 
{ Thir ſong was partial, but the harmony 


Part curb thir ie Steed, or hun the Goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted Brigads form, 
As when to warn proud Cities wart appears 
Wa Tin the troubl'd Skie, and Armies ruſh 
To . in the Clouds, before cach Van | 
Pris forth the Actip Raga, and couch thir ſpears 
Till thickelt Legions cloſe 3 with feats of Arms | 
From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns, 
Others with vaſt Typheas rage more fell 
Rene up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air 
In whirlwind ; Hell ſcarce holds the wilde uproar, 
As when Alcides from Ocalia Crown'd 
Wich conqueſt, felt th' envenom d robe, and tore 


| 


Liches from the top of Oets threw 
th' Exboic Sea. Others more milde, 
Retreated ina ſilent valley, fog 
a 


rp 
Thir own Heroic deeds and hapleſs fall 


{ What could it leſs when Spizits immortal (ing ? ) 
Suſpended Hell, and took with raviſkment 

{ Thethronging audience. In diſcourſe more ſweet 
( For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Senſe,) 
Others apart ſat on a Hill ret ir d, 

in thoughts more clevate, and reaſon'd high 

Of Providence, Fotre knowledge, Will Fate, 
Fixt Fate, free will, forcknowledge ablolute, | 
And found no end, in wandring amazes lo(t. , of 


— — 


Of good and evil much they argu d then, | 
Of happineſs and final miſery, 

Paſſion and Apathie, and glory and ſhame, 
Vain wildom all, and falls Philotophie: 
Yet with a plealing ſorcerie could charm | 
Pain for a while or anguiſh, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th obdured breſt | 
With ſtubborn patience as with triple ſteel. 
Another part in Squadrons and groſs Bands, 
On bold adventure to diſcover wide 

[That diſmal world, it any Clime perha 
Might yeild them ealter habitation, 

Four ways thir flying March, along the Banks 


Of four infernal Rivers that dilgorge | 
ſtreams 3 


into the burning Lake thir bale 

Abhorred g the flood of deadly hate, 

Sad Acheren of lorrow, black and deep; 
cecht, nam'd of lamentatioa loud 

Heard on the ruful ſtream 4 fierce Phlegeton | 
Whole waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Farr off from theſe a flow and ſilent ſtream, 
Lethe the River of Oblivion roules 

Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former ſtate and being fo 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleaſure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen inent 

Lies dark and wilde, beat with perpetual ſtorms 
Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, which on firm land 
|Thaws not, but gathers heap, and win ſeems 
Of ancient pile 3 all elſe deep ſnow and ice, 

[A gulf profound as that Serbowian 

Betwixt Damiats and mount Caper old, 
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| The tempting ſtream, with one ſmall drop to looſe 


Lama 


: [Where Armies whole have ſunk : the parching * 


Burns frore, and cold performs th eſſect of Fire. 
T hither by harpy-footed Furies hail'd, 


| At certain revolutions all the damn'd | 


Are brought : and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extreams,extreams by change more fierce, 
From Beds of raging Fire to ſtarve in Ice 

Thir (oft Ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immovable, infixt, and frozen round. 
Periods of time, thence hurried back to hire. 
They ferry over this Lethean Sound 
Both to and fro, thir ſorrow to augment, 
And wiſh and ſtruggle, as they 4 to reach 


la ſweet forgetfulneſs all pain and woe, 

All in one moment, and ſo neer the brink ; 

But fate withſtands, and to oppoſe th attempt 
Meduſa with onian terror guards 

The Ford, and of it ſelf the water flies 

All taſte of living wight, as once it fled 

The lip of Textalsr. Thus roving on 

In 'd march forlom, th' adventrous Bands 
With ſhuddring horror pale, and agaſt 
View'd firſt thir lamentable lot, and found 

No reſt : through many a dark and drearie Vaile 
They paſs d, and many a Region dolorous, 

O're many a Frozen, many a Fierie Alpe, 

Rocks, Caves, Lakes, Fens, and ſhades of 


A Univerſe of death, which by curſe (death, 
Created evil —— good, 
Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 


Perverſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 
m1s 
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Abominable, inutterable, and worſe 
Then Fables yet have d, or tear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons and Hydra r, 2 Chimerd's dire. 

Mean while the Adverſary of God and Man, | 
gta with thoughts inflam'd of higheſt 
Puts on (wift wings, and toward the Gates of Hel! 
Explores his ſolitary flight; fom times 
He ſcours the right hand coaſt, fom times the left, 
Now ſhaves with level wing the Deep, then ſoare: 
Up to the fiery concave touring high. 
As when farr off at Sea a Fleet deſcri'd 
Hangs in the Clouds, by Zquine@ial Winds 
Cloſe failing from Bengals, or the lies 
Of Ternate and Tidore, whence Merchants bring 
Thir ſpicie _ they on the trading Flood 
Through the 7 de 92 - — pe , 
Pl 1 thy coward the Pole. So ſeem d 
a off the — Fiend : at laſt a 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid Roof, 
And thrice threefold the Gates ; three folds were 
Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, (Brat, 
Impenitrable, impal'd with circling Bre, 
Yet unconfum'd. Before the Gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable ſhape 5 
The one ſeem'd Woman tothe waſte, and fair, 
But ended foul in many a ſcaly fould 
Voluminous and vaſt, a Serpent arm'd 
With mortal : about her middle round 
A cry of Hell Hounds never ceaſing bark d 
Wirtr wide Cerbezeas mouths full loud, and rang 
A hideous Peat : yet, whenthey liſt, would creep, 
if aught diſtard'd thir noyfe; into her woomb,” * 
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And kennel there, yet there {till bark d and how d 
Within unſcen. Farr lefs abhorrd then theſe 
Vex'd A a bathing in the Sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarce Trinacrian ſhore 

Nor vglier follow the Night-Hag, when call'd | 
n ſectet, riding through. the Air ſhe comes 
Lur'd with the ſmell of infant blood, to dance 
With Lepland Witches, while the labouring Moon 
Eclipſes at thir charms. The other ſhape, 
[fſhape it might be call d that ſhape had none 
Diſtinguiſha e 
Or ſubſtance might be call-d that ſhadow ſeem d, 
For each ſeem d either ; black it ſtood as Night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as k | 
And ſhook a dreadful Dart ; what ſeem d his head 
The likeneſs of a ne Crown on. 

gat am Was now at , and from his ſcat 

The Monſter moving onward came as faſt, 

Wien horrid ſtrides, Hell trembled as he ſtrode. 
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rage and ſwiſter far, 1 
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hat bee ee rene bowie and 
Bowels, their repelt 4 then burſting 

reſb with comſe b terronrs vex me = 
hat reſt or intermiſſion-wone I HE. 
Befortionins eyes in ion irs 

Gtim Death my Son and foe, who! ſets them on, | 
| And me — ns x | 
f FOr — —— ö 
Fl cod with mipe jitwolye, 4' 2 then 
Should a bitter Morſel, ad his bane, 


When — bez fo Fate d. 
t thou O Ember, 1 forrmurs thr, fun | 


Befalln us unforeſeen, unthought of know 
F come no. ie, but to Ter free 


From out this dark ant difirialhoaſe of pain,” 


Both him and thee, and all the heav 

Of Spirits that in dur = pretenſes d 

Fell with us from on high: from them I go 

This uncouth errand ſole, and one for all” 

My (elf expoſe, with lonely ſteps to tread”. * 
Th' unfounded deep, & through the void immenſe 
As fad — — queſt a foretold 
8 2 concu , ere now 
Created vaſt and round, 22 

In the Pourlieues of Heav'n; and thertin 
Axzace of upſtart Creatures, to fapply ' 
Perhaps our vacant room, t 
Leaſt Heaven ſurcharg 
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Confus dly, and which dus . 
Laie fh hey Maker r 
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His dark mate —— Worlds, © 

[nto this 1 Abyfs the warie fiend 

Stood ent he brink of Hell and lob d a While, | 
Pondering his Voyige ; for no marrow frith | 

r was his careleſs peal d 


10 all her 2 bent to raſe 
— — City, or leſs then if this frame 
n were falling, and theſe Elements 
In ho — from her Axle torn 
The ſtedfaſt Earth. At laſf his Sail- broad Vannes 
He ſpreads for — — und ig the ſargingſmoak. . 
\Uplifted-tp 


Audacious, but that ſeat ſoon Sow 
'A val} yaeuitic 7 all unawares- 
Flog ing his pe Nr p umb down be F 
fadom des 1 to this hour 
—— bud been falli not by ill chance 
The ſirong rebuff of Ge tumultuous cloud | 
Inſtiact with Fire and Nitre hurried . 
av many miles aloft : that furie ſtayd, 
Quencht in a Boggie $yrth neither Se, 
or good dry and: wet founderd on he fares, 
Treading the crude conliſtence, half ou foot, 
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- Half flyings behoves him no both Oare and Saile. 
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Born —. the hollow dark. aſſaults 4 eare 


| Might in that noiſęreſide, of — — to ask | 


| Of Chang, and his dark Pavilion ſpread 
Wide on the waſteful Deep; with 7 Eothron d 
Sat Sable · veſted Night, deſt of things, 


With loudeſt vehemence : eber he plyes, 
Undaunted to meet there hat ever ee 4 
Or Spirit of the gethermolt | Ahyſs | 
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Bordering on light; when ſtrait behold the hrone 


The conſort of his Reign; and by them ſtood 
Orcus and Ages, and the dreaded name 

Of Demogoreon + Rurftor next and Chance, 
And Tumult and Confuſion all imbroild, 
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Following his track, ſuch was the will of Heav'n, 


Tamel en - AIDS bf Es fu 


From Hellconeinu' d reaching th' utmoſt Orbe 
Of this frail World; by which the Spirits _ 


But now at laſt the ſacred influence 

Of light, applars, and from the walls of Heav'n 
Shoots farr into the boſom of dim Night 

A glimmering dawn; here Nature firſt begins | 
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As from her outmoſt works a brok'n foe 
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$ g Ail holy light,ofspring of Heav'n firſt-born, 
{ Or of th' Eternal Coeternal beam 


May Lexpreſsthee unblain'd? fince God is 
(light, 


And never but in unapproached light 

Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee, 
Bright eſſluence of bright eſſence inereate. 

Or hear'{tthqu rather pure Ethereal ſtream, 
Whoſe Fountain who ſhall tell? before the Sun, 


Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as witha Mantle didſt inveſt | 
The. rifing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formleſs infinite. 
Thee I re-viſit now with bolder wing, 


In that obſcure ſojourn, while in my flight 


Through utter and through middle darkneſs —.— 
it 


Eſcap't the 8tygion Pool, though long detain'd 
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Tavght by the heav'nly Muſe to venture down 


Or dim ſuffuſion veild. Yet not the more 
Cleer Spring, or ſhadie Grove, or Sunnie Hill, 
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Nightly I viſit: nor ſomtimes forget 


Day t 
Or fight of vernat bloom, or Summers, Roſe, ! 1 


[ ſung of Chaog and Eternal Night, | 


The dark deſcent, and up to reaſcend, 
Though hard and rare: thee I reviſit ſafe, 

And cel thy ſovran vital Lamp ; but thou 
Rcviſitſt not theſe eyes, that rowle in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn; 

So thick a drop ſerene hath quencht thir Orbs, 


Ceaſe I to wander Where the Mufes haunt 


Smit with the love of ſacred { z but chiet 
Thee Siena and the flowrie beneath 
That waſh thy ballowd feet, and warbling flow, 
Thoſe other two equal'd with mein Fate, 
So wereT equal'd with-them in renawn, -- ©. 
Blind Thamyris and blind Meonides, : 
Ard Tires and Thiness Prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts, that yoluntagie move / | 
Harmonious numbers as the wakeful Bird ':;/- 7 
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And wiſdothe at one entrance quite ſput cut. 
So much the rather thou Celeſtraf light 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all miſt from thence 


High Throwd above all bighth, bent down his eye, 


7 - 


— — — — — — - 


Of Natures works to mee eupung d and asd, 


Purge and dMperſe, that I may ſes and tell 
Of tluings invißbſe to mortal fight. 

Now Had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he fits 


f 


His own works and theit works at once to ew: 
About him all the Sanctities of Heaven "OT 
Stood thick as Starrs, and from his fight receiv'd 
Beatitude paſt utterance 43 on his right 


The radiant image of his Glory ſat, 
His onely Sons On Earth he firſt beheld 


Hell and the Gulf berween, und Sate there 


In the dun Air ſublime, and ready now 


Our two'firſt Parents, yet the only two 

Ot mankind, in the happie Garden plac't, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy, unrfvafd love | 
In bliſstul Totieudes he then ſurvey dd“)! 


Coaſting the wall of 'Heav'n on this fide Niglit 


n wings, and willing feet 
On the bayGourfide of this World, that feemd 
Pitm land imbeſomd without Firmantens,” ©;.*. | 
Uncertain which, in Obenn or in Air. 
Him Grabe from his proſpect hig, 
| Wherein- paſt; preſent, Futtre he be art 
Thus to his -oncly"$6h foreſee ing ſpdke. 
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TTranſports our adverſarie, whom no bounds” 


Preſcrib'd, no barrs of Hell, nor all the chains 
_ on him there, nor yetthe main Abyſs 

Wide interrupt can hold; ſo bent he ſeems 

On deſperat revenge, that ſhall redound 

Upon his own rebellious head, And now 
Through all reſtraint broke looſe he wings his way 
Not farr off Heav'n, in the Precinds of light, 
Directly towards the new created World, 

And Man there plac't, with purpoſe to aſſay 

If him by force. he can deſtroy, or worſe, 

By ſom falſe guile pervert ; and (hall pervert ; 
For man w ill hear K n to his glozing lyes, 

And eaſily tranſgreſe the ſole Command, 

Sole pledge of his obedience: So will fall 

Hee and bis faithleſs Progenie ; whoſe faule ? 
Whoſe but his own ? ingrate,he had of mee 

All he could have ; I made him juſt and right, 
Sufficient to have ſtood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all th' Ethereal Powers 

And Spirits, both them who (tood&t them who faild; 
Freely they ſtood who ſtood, and fell who fell. 
Nat leaps proof could hey have givn lincere 
Of true allegiance,cooſtant Faith or Love, 

Where onely what they needs muſt do, appeard, 
Not what they would ? what praiſe could they re- 
What pleaſure | from ſuch obedience paid, (ceive? 
When Will and Reaſon (Reaſon alſo is choice) 
— and vain, of freedom both deſpoild, 
Made faſlvehoth, had ſervd neceſſi ie, 


Not mee. ey therefore as to tight belongd, 
lin were created, nor can julthy acouſe 
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Thir maker, or thir making, or thir Fate 3 
As if Predeſtmation over-rul'd 

T hir will — abſolute Decree 

Or high foreknow g 

Thir own revolt, not I: if I foreknew, 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 

| Which had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 
So without leaſt impulſe or ſhadow of Fate, 

Or aught by me immutablie foreſeen, 

They treſpaſs, Authors tothemſelves in all 

Both what they judge and what they chooſe; for ſo 


1 tormd them tree, and free they muſt remain, 
Till they enthrall themſelves : i 


elſe muſt change 
Thir nature, and revoke the high Decree 
Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordain d 
Thir freedom, they themſelves ordain'd thir fall. 
The firſt fort by thi o ſuggeſtion fell, 
Self tempted, ſelf-deprav d: Man falls deceiv'd 
By the other firſt : Man therefore fhall find grace, 
The other none : in Mercy and Juſtice both, 
Through Heav'n andEarth, ſo ſhall my glorie excel, 
But Mercy firſt and laſt ſhall bri href ſhine, 

Thus while God ſpake,ambrotial fragrance fill'd 
All Heav'n, and in the bleſſed Spirits elect 
Senſe of new joy ineffable diffus'd : 
Beyond compare the Son of God was ſeen 
Moſt glorious, in him all his Father ſhon 
Subſtantially — and in his face 
Divine compa viſibly appeerd, 
Love without end, and without meaſure Grace, 
Which uttering thus he to his Father ſpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 

[ Thy 


—— — 11 — — 


e ; they themſelves * 


120 


130 


140 


_ Bc X 3. 


5 aradiſe loft. 


G 


O—_— 


'| 150 


160 


170 


For which both Heav n and Earth ſhall hig 
Thy praiſes, with th' innumerable ſound 


Encompaſs d ſhall reſound thee ever bleſt. 
For ſhould Man finally be loſt, ſhould Man 
Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeſt Son 


With his own folly ? that be from thee farr, 
That farr be from thee, Father, who art Judge 
Of all things made, and judgeſt onely right. 
Or ſhall the Adverſarie thus obtain 


- | His end, and fruſtrate thine, ſhall he fulfill 


His malice, and thy goodael(s bring to naught, 
Or proud return though to his heavier doom, 
Yet with revenge accompliſh't and to Hell 
Draw after him the whole Rage of mankind, 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thy felt 
Aboliſh thy Creation, and unmake, 

For him, what for thy glorie thou haſt made ? 
So ſhould thy goodneſs and thy greatneſs both 


o whom the great Creatour thus — 
O Son, in whom my Soul hath chief delight, 
Son of my boſom, Son who art alone 

My word, my wiſdom, and efteGual might, 
All haſt thou ſpok'n as my thoughts are, all 


As m Eternal pur ſe hath decreed : 
Man ſhall not __ loſt, but ſav'd who will, 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 


Freely voutſaft 5 once more I will renew 


His lapſed powers, though forfeit and enthrall 


Thy ſovran ſentence, that Man ſhould fad — A 
exto 


Of Hymns and ſacred Song, hete with thy I hrone 


Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though joynd 


Be — and blaſpheam d without defence. 
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By lin to foul exorbitant deſires; 

Upbeld by me, yet once more he ſhall ſtand 

On even ground againſt his mortal foe, 

By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His falln condition is, and to me ow 

All his deliv'rance, and to none but me. 
Some I have choſen of peculiar grace 

Elect above the reſt ; ſo is my will: 

The reſt ſhall hear me call, and oft be warnd 
Thir Goful ſtate, and to appeaſe betimes 
Th'incenſed Deitie, while ofterd grace 
Invites ; for | willcleer thir ſenſes dark, 

What may (uffice, and ſoft'n ſtonie hearts 

To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 

To prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endevord with ſincere intent, 
Mine care ſhall not be flow, mine eye not ſhut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My Umpire Conſcience, whom if they will hear, 
Light after light well us d they ſhall attain, 
And to the end perſiſting, ſafe arrive. 

This my long ſufferance and my day of grace 
Ly be rl negle(t and ſcorn, ſhall never taſte 3 
But hard be hard'nd, blind be blinded more, 
That they may ſtumble on, and deeper fall; 
And none but ſuch from t exclude. 

Bur yet all i not don; Man di ing, 
Difloyal breaks his fealtie, and 
Againſt the ry he TY ot Heav'n, 
Aﬀetting God- and ſo all, 
To — — bis Treaſon bath naught leſt, 
wa to deſtruction ſacred and devote, 
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He with his whole poſteritie muſt die, 
Die hee ot Juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Som other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. | 
Say Heav'nly Powers, where {hull we find ſuch love, 
Which of ye will be mortal ro redeem 

Mans mortal crime, and juſt th* unjuſt to ſaye, 
Dwels in all Heaven charitic ſo deare ? 

He ask d, but all the Heav'nly Quire ſtood mute, 
And filence was in Heav'n : on mans behalf | 
Patron or Interceſlor none appeerd, 

Much leſs that durſt upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſom ſer. 

And now without redemption all mankind 
Muſt have bin loſt, adjudg'd to Death and Hell 
By doom ſevere, had not the Son of God, 

In whom the fulneſs dwels of love divine, 

His deareſt mediation thus renewd. 

Father, thy word is paſt, man ſhall find grace 
And ſhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The ſpeedieſt of thy winged meſſengers, 
To vititallthy creatures, andgo all 
Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unſought, 
Happie for man, ſo coming; he her aide 
Can never ſeek; ohce dead in fins,and loſt ; 
Attonement for hitmſe!for offering meet 
lndebted and undon, hath none to bring! 
Bebold mee then, mee for him, life for life 
[ offer, on mee let thine anger fall; 
Account mee man; I for his fake willleave 
Thy boſom, and this glorie next to thee 
— put off, and for him laſtiy die 


Well 
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Well pleas d, on me let Death wreck all his rage; 
| Under his gloomie power | (hall not long 
Lie vanquiſht 3 thou haſt giva me to polleſs 
Lite in my (elf tor ever, by thee I live, 
Though now to Death | yeild, and am his due 
All that of me can die, yet that debt paid, 
[Thou wilt not leave me in the loathlum grave 
His prey, nor ſuffer my unſpotted Soule 
Forever with corruption there to dwell ; 
But I ſhall riſe Vidorious, and ſubdue 
My Vanquither, ſpoild of bis vanted ſpoile; 
Death. his dearhs wound thall then receive, & ſtoop 
Inglorious, of his mortall ſting diſarm'd. 
[ through the ample Air in Triumph high 
Shall lead Hell Captive, maugre Hell, and ſbow 
The powers of darkneſs — Thou at the ſight 
Pleas'd, ous of Heaven ſhalt look down and (mile, 
While by thee rah d. ruin all my Foes, 
Death laſt, and with his Carcaſs glut the Grave: 
| Then with the multitude of my redeemd 
Shall enter Heaven long abſent; and returne, 
Father, to ſee thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger ſhall remain, but peace aſſur d, 
And reconcilement ; wrauth ſhall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy preſence Joy entire. 

His words here ended, but his meekaf; 
Silent yet ſpake, and breath d immortal love 
To mortal men, above whichonly ſhon 
Filial obedience : as a ſacriſice 
Glad to be offet d, he attends the will 
Ot his great Father. Admirat ion ſcis d 
All Heav'n, what this might mean, & hit her tend 
won- 
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Wondring 3 but ſoon th' Almighty thus reply d: 
O thou in Heav'n and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrauth, O thou 
My ſole complacence ! well thou know ſt how dear, 
To me are all my works, nor Man the leaſt 

Though laſt created, that for him I ſpare 
Thee from my boſom and right head) to ſave, 
By looſing thee a while, the whole Race loſt. 
Thou therefore whom thou only canſt redeeme, 


_ TThir Nature alſo to thy Nature gra 
anth, 


And be thy ſelf Man among men on 

Madefleſh, when time (hall be, of Virgin ſeed, 
By wondrous birth: Be thou in Adam room 
The Head of all mankind, though Adam: Son. 
As in him periſh all men, fo inthee 

As from a ſecond root ſhall be reſtor'd, 

As many as are reſtor'd, without thee none. 

His crime makes guiltie all his Sons, thy merit 
[mputed ſhall abſolve them who renounce 

Thir own both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And live in thee tranſplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is moſt juſt, 

Shall ſatisfie for Man, be judg'd and die, 

And dying riſe, and riſing with hio,raiſe 

His Brethren, ranſomd with his own dear life. 
So Heav'nly love ſhal outdoo Helliſh hate, 
Giving to death, and Aus to redeeme, 

$o dearly to redeem what Helliſh hate 


So eaſily deſtroy'd, and ſtill deſtroyes 

In thoſe who, when they may, not grace. 
Nor ſhalt thou by deſcending to aſſume 

Mans Nature, leſs'a or degrade thine one. 


Becauſe 
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Equal to God, and equally enjoying 

God-like fruition, quitted all to fave 

A World from utter loſs, and haſt been found 
By Merit more then Birthright Son of God, 
Found worthieſt to be ſo,by being Good, 

Farr more then Great or High; becauſe in thee 
Love hath abounded more then Glory abounds, 
Therefore thy Humiliation ſhall e xalt 

With thee thy Manbood alſo to this Throne; 
Here ſhalt thou fit incarnate, here ſhalt Reigne 
Both God and Man, Sonboth of God and Man, 
Anointed univerſal King; all Power 

give thee, reign for ever, and aſſume 

Thy Merits z under thee as Head Supream 
Thrones, Princedoms, Puwers, Dominions I zcduce: 
All knees to thee ſhall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell; 
When thou attended gloriouſly from Heav'n 
Shale in the Skie appeer, and from thee ſend 
The ſummoning Arch-Angels to proclaime 

Thy dread Tribunal : forthwith from all Windes 


The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paſt Ages tv the general Doom 


| 
| 


Shall haſt u, ſuch a peal ſhall rouſe thir ſleep- 
Then all thy Saints aflembl'd, thou ſhalt judge 
Bad men and Angels, they arraignd ball ſink 
Bencath thy Sentence; Hell, her numbers full, 
Thenceforth ſhall be for ever ſhut. Mean while 
The World ſhall burn, and from her aſhes ſpring 
New Heav'n afid Earth, whereia the juſt ſhall 
And after all tt᷑it tribulations long (dwell 
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| God ſhall be All in All. But vll ye Gods, 


See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. | 
Then thou thy regal Scepter ſhalt lay by, 
For regal Scepter then no more ſhall need, 


[Adore him, who to compals all this dies, 
Adore the Son, and honour him as mee. 

No ſooner had th' Almighty ceas t, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a ſhout 
Loud as from numbers without number, ſweet 
As from bleſt voices, uttering joy, Heav'n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud Holanna's fili d 
Th' eternal Regions: lowly reverent 
Towards either Throne they bow, & tothe ground 
With ſolemn adoration down they caſt 
Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 
Immortal Amarant, a Flour which cuce 
In Paradiſe, faſt by the Tree of Life 
— to bloom, but ſoon for mans offence 
ToHeav'nremov'd where firſt it grew,there grow, 
And flours aloft ſhading the Foune of Life, 
And wherethe river of Bji{sthrough midſtof Heavn 
Row ls o're Elipan Flours her Amber ſtream 4 
With theſe that never fade the Spirits Elect 
— thir reſplendent locks inwreath'd with beam, 
Now in looſe Garlands thick thrown off,the bright 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jaſper ſhon 
{Impurpl'd with Celeſtial Roſes {mil'd, 
Then Crown d again thir gold'n Harps they took, 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their lide 
Like Quivers hung, and with Præamble ſweet 
Of charming ſymphonie they introdace 

Their 


— - — — 


Paradiſe 7 Book 3. 


Thir ſacred Song, and wa ken raprures highs | 

No voice exempt, nv vice but well could joine 370 

Melodious part, doeh concord is in Heav'n. 1 
Thee Father firſt they ſung Omnipotent, | 

Immutable, Immorta}, Infinite, 

Eternal King 4 thee Author of all being, 

Fountain of Light, thy (elf inviſible 

[Throw the glorious brightneſs where thou ſit ſt 

Thron d — but when thou ſhrd'ſt 

The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cldud ' 

[Drawn round about thee like a radiant Shrine, 

Dark with excetlrve bright thy skirts appeer, 390 

_ dazlc Heav n, that brighteſt Seraphim | 

proach not, but with both wings veil thir * 

1 next they lang of all Creation firſt; 

Begatten Son, Divine Similicude, | | 

ln whole : conſpicuous count'nance, without cloud 

Made viſible, th Almighty Father lbines, 

Wbœn elſe no Creature canbe hold on thee 

Impreſꝭt the eftulgence of his Glorie abides, 

'Transfus'd on thee his e Spirit reſts. 4 

Hee Heav'n of Heavens all the Powers therein 390 

By thee created, and by theechrew down 

Th' «fpiring Dominations:: thou that day | 

Thy Fathers dreadful Thunder didſt nor fpare, | 

Nor (top thy Chatiot wheels, that ſhook | 

| Heay'ns everliſting Frame, while ore the necks 

Thou drov'ſt of warring Angels dilarraid. 

Back ſrom purſuit thy Powers with loud acclaime 

Thee only extold, Son of thy Fathers might, 

To execute herce yeageance on His foes; | 

_ on Mao ; him —_—— malice falſ'n, 400 


Father 
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[Father of Mercie and Grace, t hau didſt noe doome | 
= ſtriftly, but much more to pitie encline : | 
| | 


No ſooner did thy dear and onely Son 
| Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail Man 
So ſtrictly, but much more to pitic caclia'd, 
He to appeaſe thy wrauth, and end the ſtrife 
Of Mercy and Juſtice in thy face diſcern'd, 
Regardleſs of the Bliſs wherein bee fat 
| Second to thee, offerd himſelf to die 
410 For mans offence. O unexamph'd love, 
| [Loveno where tobe found leſs then Divine | 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name 
Shall be the copious matter of my Song 
Henceforth, aud never (hall my _ thy praiſe 
* nor from thy Fathers praiſe disjoine. 
Thus they in Heavn, above the ſtarry Sphear, 
Thir happie hours in joy and hymning ſpent. 
— while upon the tirm Globe 
Of this round World, whoſe firſt convex divides 
420 | The luminous inferior Orbs, enclos'd 
From Chaos and th inroad of Darknefs old, 
Satas alighted walks: a Globefarr off 
It ſeem'd, now ſeems a boundleſs Continent 
| Dark, waſte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starleſs expos'd, and ever-threatning ſtorms 
Of Chaos bluſtrog round, inclement sie; 
Save on that (ide which from the wallof Hes n 
Though diſtant fart ſom ſmall reſſection gaines 
Ol glimmeriog air leſs vext with tempeſt loud - 
430 Here walk d the Fiend at large in ſpacious field. 
As when a Vultur on — 


[Whoſe Gowleridge che roving Tarter bounds, 
I 8 


— 


Dillodging from a Region ſcarce of prey 
To — The flech of Lambs ot eating ids 


But in his way lights on the barren pla 
Of Sericana, where Chineſes drive 
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light: 
So on this w indie Sea of Land, the Fiend 
Walk'd upand dowa alone bent on his prey, 
Alone, for other Creature in this place 
Living or livelels to be found was none, 
None yet, but ſtore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like Aeteal vapours flew 
Ot all things tranſitorie and vain, when Sin 
With vanity had flld the works of men: 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built thir fond hopes of Glurie or laſting fame, 
Or happineſs in this or th other lifes 
All who have thir reward on Earth, the fruits 
Of painful Superſtit ion and blind Zeal, 
Naughe ſecking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, emptie as thir deeds 3 
All th' unaccompliſhe works of Natures hand, 
Abortive, monſtrout, or unkindly mixt, 
Diſſolvd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
Till final diſlulution, wander bere, (dreamd z 
Not in the neighbouring Moon, as ſome have 
Thoſe argent Fields more likely habitants, | 
Trauſlated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Berwixt th' ical and Human kinde ; 
Hieber of ill-joynd Sons and Daughters born 
Firſt from tho ancient 9 thoſe Giants came 

2 Wich 


. 


On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies toward the 
Ot Gorges or Hyde, Indian (treams (Springs 
incs 
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With many a vain exploit, though then renownd : 
The builders next of Babel oh the Plain 
Of Sennrar, and ſtil with vain deſigne 
| New Babelr, bad they wherewithall, would build: 
[Others cathe ſingle; ber who to be deemd | 
470 A God, leap'd fondly into tus flames, | 
 Empedecler, and hee who to enjoy | 
Plato's Elyſinry, leap'd into the Sea, 
Cleombrotar, and my more too long, 
Embryo's and Idiots, ' Eremitę and Friers | 
| White, Black and Grey, with all thir trumperie. 
Hc re Pitgrims roam, that ſtray'd fo Farr to ſeek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heav'n ; 
And they who to be ſure of Paradiſe | 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, | 
490 Or in Franciſcanthink to paſs difguis'd's | 
They paſs the Planets ſeven, and paſs the fixt, 
And that Cryſtalline Sphear whoſe ballance weights 
The Trepidation talkt, and that firſt mov'd; | 
And now Saint Perer at Heav'ns Wicket ſeems | 
To wait them with his Keys, and no at foot 
Of Heav'ns aſcent they lift thir Feet, when loc 
A violent croſs wind from either Coaſt 
[Blows them tranſverſe ten thouſand Leagues awry 
[Into the devious Air; then — * lee. 
490| Cowles, Hoods and Habirs with thir wearers toſt 
Aid flutterd into Raggs, then Reliques, Beads, 
- i{Induigencey, Diſpenſes, Pardons, Bulls, | 
The ſport of Winds: all theſe upwhirld aloſt 
Fly o're the backſide of the * dfarr ff I 
Into a Limbo lariie and broad, ſince cally 20H? 
The Paradiſe of Fook, to few unkno wm 
4 Long 
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Long after, now unpeopl'd, and untrodm 
All this dark Globe the Fiend found as he paſs d, 
And long he wanderd; till at laſt a gleame 

Of dawning light turnd thither-ward in haſte 
His travell'd ſtepss"furr-diſtanrhee deſcries 
Aſcending by degtees magnificent 
Up to the wall ot Heute a Structure high, 


At top whereot, but farr more rich appeerd 

[The work as of a Kingly Palace Gate F 
With Fromiſpice of Diamondand Gold 5.1 7 4 
Imbehlithe chick wit h ſparkling; orient. Gemmes | 
The YVortal hon, mimitable on Barth! 1 1 4 1s | 
By Model, or by ſhading Pencil drawn. | 
The Stairs were fuch as whereon Jacob ſaw 
Angelt aſcending aud defcendiog, haadws 
Of Guardians bright, when he fromm EH n fled: 

To Tad Avawin the field of Luz, 7 | 
Dreaming by night under the open Skie, / 
And waking cri'd, This isrbe Gate of Hedv'mn. / 
Each Star (myfterioutly was meant; nor food 
There alwaies but draumu Heav'uſomtimes 
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright Sea flow'd 
Of Jaſper, or ot liquid Pearle, whereon 

Who atterrcame from Earth,ſayling artiv d. 
Wafted by Angels; or flew ere the Lake 

Rapt in a Chariot drown by fiery Steeds. 

The Sctairzwere then let down, whether to dare 


The Fiend by cake afcenr, or aggravate 
Hu ad excluſion from tho cut of Bliſs, - + 


Direct againſt which op'nd-trombeatath, , 
Juſt o're the bliſsfulearrot.Paradite,! + arb. 
A paſſage down to th Earth, a paſſage wide, 


Wider 
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Wider by farr then that of after · times 
Over Mount Sion, and, though that were large, 
Over the Promis'd Land to God ſo dear, 
By which, to viſt oft thoſe happy Tribes, 
On high beheſts his Angels to and fro 
Paſs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 
From Fare the fount of Jordans flood 
To Bierſaba, where the Holy Land 
Borders on #gypt and the Arabian ſhoare; 


Sat an from hence now on the lower ſtair 

That ſcald by ſteps of Gold to Heav'n Gate 

Looks down with wonder at the ſudden view 

Of all this World at ance. As when a Scout 

Through datk and deſart wayes with peril gone 

All night 3 at laſt by break ot cheartu} dawne 

Obtains the brow of ſome high climbing Hill, 

Which to his eye diſcovers unaware 

The y pruſpect of fome forcin land 

Firſt or ſome renownd Metropolis 

With gliſtering Spires and Pinnacles adornd, 

Which now the Riſing Sun guilds with his beams. 

Such wonder ſei d, gh after Heaven ſcen, 

The Spirit maligne, but much more envy ſeis d 

At fight of all this World beheld ſu faire. 

Round he ſurveys, and well might,where he ſtood 

So high above the circling | 

Ot Nights extended ſhade ; from Eaſtern Paint 

Of Libra tothe fleecie Starr that bears 

Andromeda farr oft Atlautickh Seas Ra 

Beyond th' Horizon; then from Pole to Pole 
32 


— — 
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So wide the op ning ſeemd, where bounds were (et | 
| To darkneſs, ſuch as bound the Ocean wave, 
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He views in bredth, and without longer pauſe 
Down right into the Worlds firſt Region throws 
His flight precipitant, and windes with eaſe 
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way 
Amongſt innumerableStarrs, that ſhon 
Stars diſtant, but nigh hand ſeemd other Worlds, 
Or other Worlds they fcemnd, or happy Iles, 
Like thoſe Heſperian Gardens fam d of old, 
Fortunate Fields, and Groves and flourie Vales, 
Thrice happy Iles, but who dwelt happy there 
He ſtayd not to enquire » above them all 
The golden Sun in f t hike(t Heaven 
Allur'd his eye : Thither his courſe he bends 
Through the calm Firmament; but up or downe 
By center, or eccentric , hard to tell, 
Or Longitude, where tlie great Luminarie 
Aloofi the vulgar Conſtellations thick, 
That from his Lordly eye keep diſtance due, 
Diſpenſes Light from farr ; they as they move 
Thir Mrry dance in numbers that compute (Lamp 
Days, months, and' years, towards. his all-chearing 
* ſwift their — or are turnd 

his Magnetic beam, that genely warms 
The Univers, and to each — part 
With gentle tion, though unſeen, 
Shoats invifible vertue even to the deep: 
So wondrouſly was ſet his Station bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a ſpot like which perhaps 
Aſtronomer in the Sun's lucent Orbe | 
Through his glaz'd Optic Tube yet never ſaw. 
The place he found beyond expreſſion bright, 
206/08 with aught on Earth, Medal or Stone; 

Not 
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| Not alt parts like, but all alike informd v 
Which radiant light, as glow ing Iron with fire 
If mettal, part ſeemd Gold, part Silver cleerz 

If ſtone, Carbuncle moſt or Chryſolite, : 
| Rubie or Topaz, to the Twelve that ſhoa 

In Aaron; Breſt- plate, and a ſtone beſides 


lmagind rather: oft then elſewhere ſeen, 
610 That ſtone, or like to that which here below 


Philoſophers in vain ſo long have ſought, 

In vain, though by thir powerful Ait they binde 
Volatil Hermer, and call up unbounegdg 

In various ſhapes old Froteut from the 8enß, 
Draind through a Limbee to his Native forme. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth Hi t pure, and Rivers run: 
Potable Gold, when with one vertuoustouch! 


Here in the dark ſo many precious things 
Of colour glorious and: effect ſo raved 11102 171 
Here matter new to gaat the Devil mmm 
Undazl'd; farr and wide his eye commands. 
For fight no obſtacbe found here, nor thade, 

But all Sun- ſhine, as when his Beams at Noon 
1Culminate fromth unter i as they mow Y :!/ // 
Shot upward ſtili direct, hence na ay round 


o where fo. cleer, ſharp'nd his viſual ray! . 
o objects diſtant tarr, whereby he:ſfoonc: (23/11, / 
Sawwithin kenn a glorious Angel ſtand, (11 7 


The. ſame whom John ſaw alſo in the S:: -. 


His back was turnd, but not his brightneſs hid; 
T1 Ot 


—  - 


hadow from body opaque canfall, and the Aire? 


Th' Arch-chimic Sun ſo farriſtom us remote 
620 Produces with Terreſtrial Humor mi xt | 


| 
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Of beaming ſunnie Raies, a golden tiar 
Circl'd his Head, nor Jeſs hisLocks behind 
Illuſtrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings 


Hee ſeemd, or fixt in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the Spirit impure as now in hope 

To find who might direct his wandring flight 

To Paradiſe the happie ſeat of Man, 

His journies end and our beginning woe. 

But firſt he caſts to change his proper ſhape, 
Which elſe might work him danger or delay : 
And now a ſtripling Cherube he appeers, 

Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 

Youth ſmil'd Celeſtial, and to every Limb 
Sutable grace diffus'd, ſo well he teignd ; 
Under a Coronet his flowing haire 

Incurles on either cheek plaid, wings he wore 
Of many a colourd plume ſprinkl'd with Gold, 
His habit fit for ſpeed ſuceinct, and held 

Before his decent ſteps a Silver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, 
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant viſage turnd, 
Admoniſht by his eare, and ſtrait was known 

Th' Arch- Angel Uriel, one of the ſeav'n 

Who in Gods preſence, neereſt to his Throne 
Stand ready at command, and are his Eyes 

That run through all the Heav'ns, or — to th 
Bear his ſw ift errands over moiſt and dry, (Earth 
O're Sea and Land: him Satan thus accoſtes ; 
Driel, for thou of thoſe ſeav'n Spirits that ſtand 


Lay waving round; on ſom great charge imploy'd 
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In ſight of Gods Mgh Throne, gloriouſly bright, 
The fr art wont his great authentic will : 
1 


Inter- 
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I.terpreter through higheſt Heav'n to bring, 
Where all his Sons thy Embaſſie attend; 
And here art likelieſt by ſupream decree 


Like honour to obtain, and as his Eye 


To viſit oft this new Creation round; 
Unſpeakable deſire to ſee, and know 
All theſe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
All theſe bis works ſo wondrous he ordaind, 
Hath brought me from the Quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring. Brighteſt Seraph tell 
In which of all thele ſhining Orbes hath Man 
His fixed ſeat, or fixed ſeat hath none, 
But all theſe ſhining Orbes his choice to dwell ; 
That I may find him, and with ſecret gaze, 
Or open admiration him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath beſtowd 
Worlds,and on whom hath all theſe graces powrd; 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 
The Univerſal Maker we may praiſe; 
Who juſtly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes 
To deepeſt Hell, and to repair that loſs 
Created this new happic Race of Men 
To ſerve him better: wiſe are all his wayes. 

So ſpake the falſe diſſembler unperceivd z 
For neither Man nor Angel can diſcern 
Hypocriſie, the only evil that walks 
Inviſible, except to God alone, 


| 


By his permiſſive will, through Heav'n and Earth : 
And oft though wiſdom wake, ſuſpicion ſleeps 


$ wiſdoms Gate, and to ſimplicitie 


| 
eligns her charge, while goodneſs thinks no ill 
Where 


— 


— 
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Where no ill ſeems : Which now for once beguil'd 
Uriel, though Regent of the Sun, and held 
The ſharpeſt ſighted Spirit of all in Heav'n 3 
Who to the fraudulent Impoſtor foule 
In his uprightneſs anſwer thus returnd. 
Faire Angel, thy deſire which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to gloritie 
The great Work-Maiſter, leads to no exceſs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praiſe 
The more it ſeems excels, that led thee hither 
From thy Empyreal Manſion thus alone, 
To witneſs with thine eyes what ſome perhaps 
Contented with report heare onely 1n heav'n: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleaſant to know, and worthieſt to be all 
Had in remembrance alwayes with delight; 
But what created mind can comprehend 
Thir number, or the wiſdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid thir cauſes deep. 
I ſaw when at his Word the formleſs Maſs, 
This worlds material mould, cameto a heap : 
Confuſion heard his voice, and wilde uproar 
Stood rul'd, ſtood vaſt iufinitude conſin d; 
Till at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 
Light ſhon, and order from diſorder ſprung : 
Swift to thir ſeveral Quarters haſted then 


Flew upward, ſpirited with various forms, 

That rowld orbicular, andturnd to Starrs 

Numberleſs, as thou ſeeſt, and how they move; 

Each had his place appointed, each his courſe; 
Dy L 2 


The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Aire, Fire 4 
And this Ethereal quinteſſence of Heav'n 


710 


720 
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740 The reſt in circuit walley, this Univerſe. 
Look downward on that Globe whoſe hither fide! 
With light from hence, though butrefleted,ſhines; 
T hat — is Earth the ſeat of Man, that light 
His day, which elle as th' other Hemiſphere | 
Night would invade, but there the neighbouring 
(So call that oppoſite fair Starr) her aide (Moon 
Timely interpoſes, and her monthly round 
Still ending, ſtill renewing, through mid Heav'n; 
With borrowd light her countenance triform 


750 Hence fills and empties to enlighten th' Earth, 


And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That ſpot to which I point is Paradiſe, 

Adams abode, thoſe loftie ſhades his Bowre. 
Thy way thou canſt not mils, me mine requires, 
Thus ſaid, he turnd, and Satan bowing low, 
| As to ſuperior Spirits is wont in Heaven, 

Where honour due and reverence none neglects, 
Took leave,and toward the coaſt of Earth beneath, 
 [Downfromth' Ecliptic, ſped with hop'd ſucceſs, 
760| Throws his ſteep flight with many anAerie wheele, 

Nor ſtaid, till on Nipbates top he lights. 


N 


The End of the Third Book, 
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Woto the inbabifants on Earth ! that now, 

While time was, our firſt Parents had bin warnd | 
The coming of thir ſecret foe, and {cap'd 

Haply ſo ſcapd, his mortal ſnare for now 


The Tempter ere th' Accuſer of man-kind, 

To wreck on innocent frail man his loſs 

Of that firſt Battel, and his flight to Hell: | 
Yet not rejoycing in his ſpeed, though bold. 
Far off and fearleſs, nor with cauſe to boaſt, | 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 

Now rowling, boiles in his tumultuous breſt, 

And like a devilliſh Engine back recoiles 


For that warning voice, which he who ſaw 

Th' Apocalypt, heard cry in Heaven aloud} 
& Then whentheDragon,puttoſecond rout; 
© Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 


: 


gat an, now firſtinflam'd with rage, came down, 


Upon 
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U himſelf; horror and doubt diſtract 
His troubVFd thoughts, and from the bottom ſtirr 
The Hell within him, for wit hin him Hell 

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 
One ſtep no more then from himſelf can fly 

Ry change of place: Now conſcience wakes deſpair 
Thatſlukberd, wakes the bitter memorie 

Of what he was, what is, and what muſt be 
Worſezof worſe deeds worſe ſufferings muſt enſue. 
Sometimes towards Eden which now in his view | 
Lay pteafant; his grievd look he fixes fad, (Sun, 
Sometimes towards Heav'n and the full-blazing 
Which now ſat high in his Meridian Towre : 
Then much revolving,thus in ſighs began. 

O thouthat with ſurpaſſing Glory crownd, 
Look'ſt from thy fole Dominion like the God 
Ofthis new World ; at whoſe hight all the Starts 
Hide thir diminiſht heads ; to thee I call, 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

O Sun, totell thee how I hate thy beams 

That bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 
fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare 3 

Till Pride and worſe Ambitionthrew me down 
Warring in Heav'n againſt Heav'ns matchleſs King: 
Ah wherefore ! he deſervd no ſuch return 

From me, whom he created what I was 

in that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his ſervice hard. 

hat could be leſs then to afford him praiſe, 

The eaſieſt recompence, and pay him thanks, 
How due! yer all his prov'd ill in me, 
And wrought but malice ; liſted up ſo high | 


L 
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[ {deind ſubjection, and thought one ſtep higher 
Would ſet me higheſt, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenſe of endleſs gratitude, 
So burt henſome, ſtill paying, Kulte ow z 
Forget ful what from him I ſtill receivd, 
And underſtood not that a grateful mind 


By —_ owes not, but ſtill pays; at once 


Indebted and diſchargd 3 what burden then? 

O had his powerful Deſtiny ordaind 

Me ſome interiour Angel, had ſtood 

Then happie; no unbounded hope had rais'd 
Ambition. Yet why not? ſum other Power 

As great might have aſpir'd, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part; but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but ſtand unſnak u, from within 

Or from without, to alf temptations arm'd. 

Hadſt thou the ſame free Will and Power to ſtand? 
Thou had(t : whom haſt thou then or what to ac- 
But Heav'ns free Love dealt equally to all > (cuſe, 
Be then his Love accurſt, ſince love or hate, 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 

Nay curs d be thou 3 fince againſt his thy will 

| Choſe freely what it now ſo juſtly rues. 

Me miſerable ! which way (hall I flie 

Infinite wrauth, and infinite deſpaire ? 

Which way I fie is Hell; my ſelf am Hell; 

And in the loweſt deep a lower deep 

Stil threatning to devour me, opens wide, 

To v hich the Hell I ſuffer ſeems a Heav n. 

O then at laſt releqt: is there no place 

Left for Repentance, none for Pardon left: 


left but by ſubmiſhon 5 and that word 
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ſdais forbids me, and my dread of ſhame 
bong fr pirits beneath, whom I ſeduc'd 

With ot omiſes and other vaunts 
Then to ſabeaie, boaſting I could ſubdue 
Th' Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dearly abide that boaſt ſo vaine, 
Under what torments inwardly I groane 3 
| While they adore me on the Throne of Hell, 
With Diadem and Scepter high advanc'd 

The lower (till I fall, onely Supream 

In miſertiez ſuch joy Ambition findes. 

Bur ſay I could repent and could obtaine 

By Act of Grace my former ſtate z how ſoon 
Would highth recal high thoughts, how ſoon unſay 
| What feign'd ſubamuiſhon — caſe would recant 
| Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow (deep: 
| Where wounds of deadly hate have peirc'd ſo 
Which would but lead me to a worſe relapſe 
And beavier fall: ſo ſhould I purchaſe deare 
Short intermiſſion bought with double (marr. 
This knows my puniſher ;; therefore as fart 
From granting hee, as I from e: 
All hope excluded thus, behold in ſtead 
Of us out-caſt, exit d, his new delight, 
Mankind created, and for him this World. 
So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear, 
Farwel Remorſe : all Good to me is loſt x; 
Evil be thou my Good; by thee at leaſt 
Dirided Empire with Heav'ns King I hold | 

y thee, and more then halt perhaps will reigne ; 
As Manere long, and this new World ſhall know. 
Thus 


| 
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Thus while he ſpake, each paſſion dimm d his face 

Thrice chang d with pale, ire, envie and deſpair, 

Which marrd his borrow'd viſage, and betraid 

Him counterfet, if any eye beheld. 

* or heav nly mindes from ſuch diſtempers foule 

Are ever cleer. Whereot hee ſoon aware, 

Each perturbation ſmooth'd with outward calme, 

Artificer of fraud ; and was the firſt 

That practisd falſhood under ſaintly ſhew, 
malice to conceale, couch't with revenge : 

Yet not anough had practisd to deceive 

'Uriel once warnd ; whoſe eye purſu d him down 

The way he went, and on th ria mount 

Saw him disſigur d, more then could befall 

Spirit of happie fort : his geſtures fierce 

He markd and mad demeanour, then alone, 

As he ſuppos d, all unobſerv'd, unſeen. 

So on —— to the border comes 

Of Edew, where delicious Paradiſe, 

Now nearer, Crowns with her encloſure 

As with a rural mound the champain hea 

Of a wilderneſs, whoſe hairie ſides 

With thi ov grotteſque and wilde, 

inſuperable higheh of loſieſt 

lnſu a 5 

Cedar, and Pine, and Firr, and Palm, 

A Silvan Scene, and as the tanks a 

Shade above ſhade, a woodie Theatre 

Of ſtatelieſt view. Vet higher then thir tops 

The verdurous wall of Paradiſe up ſ : 

Which to our general Sire gave 


lato his neather Empire a. {ane — 


And 


120 


130 


140| 
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And higher then that Wall a circling row 
Of lieſt Trees loaden with faireſt Fruit, 
Bloſloms and Fruits at once of golden hue 
| Appeerd, with gay enameld colours mixt : 
150; On which the Sun more glad impreſs'd his beams 
Then in fair Evening Cloud, or humid Bow, 
When God hath ſhowrd the earths ſo lovely ſeemd 
| That Lantskip: And of pure now purer aire 
| Meets his approach, and to the heart inſpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 
All ſadneſs but deſpair: now gentle gales 
Fanning thir odoriterous wings diſpenſe 
Native perfumes, and whiſper whence they ſtole 
Thoſe balmie ſpoiles. As when to them who ſaile 
160 Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now aro paſt 
Mozambic, off at Sea North-Eaſt windes blow 
$abean Odours from the fpicie ſhoare 
Of Arabie the bleſt, with ſuch dela (League 
Well pleas'd they flack thir courſe, and many a 
Cheard with the grateful ſmell old Ocean ſmiles. 
So entertaind thoſe odorous ſweets the Fiend | 
Who came thir bane, though with them better 
Then Aſmodews with the filhie fume, (pleas'd 
That drove him, though enamourd, from theSpoule 
17C| Of Tobits Son, and with a vengeance ſent 

From Media polt to — fault bound. 

Now to th aſcent of that ſteep ſavage Hill 

Satan had journied on, penfive and flow ; 
But further way ſound none, fo thick enewin'd, | 
As one continu'd brake, the undergrowrh | 
—_— and tangling buſhes had xt 

path of Man or Beall that paſt that way: | 

0 
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One Gate there onely was, and that look d Eaſt 
{ 


Due ertrance he diſdaind, and in contempt, 

At one (light bound high overleap'd all bound 
Ot Hill or higheſt Wall, and ſheer within 
Lights on bis feet. As when a 
Whom b 
Watching where Shepherds 
ln hurdI'd Cotes amid the feld ſecure, 

Leaps o're the fence with caſe into the Fould: 
Or as a Thief tient to unhoord the caſh 


Croſs-barrd and bolted taſt, fear no aflaulr, 

In at the window climbes, or o're the tiles; 

So clomb this firſt grand T bief into Gods Fou'd 
So fince into his Church lewd Hireli 
Thence up he flew; and on the Tree of Life, 
The middle Tree and higheſt there that grew, 
Sat like a Cormoram; yet not true Life 
Thereby regaind, but fat deviſing Death 


o them who liv'd nor on the vertue thought 


| that life-giving Plant, but only us'd 


Of immortakitie, 80 little knows 
Any, but God one, to valve right 
The good. before him, but pervertybeſt things 
To worſt abuſe, or tothir meaneſt uſe: 

at h him with anew wonder now he views 
To all delighe ot human ſenſe expos'd 
In narrow tuom Natures whole wealth, yea mo 
A Heaven on Earths for blifsful — | 
Of God the Garden was, by him inthe Eaſt 

M 2 


Jn th' other Gde : which when th arc h-fellon ſaw 


ling Wolfe, 
drives to ſeek new haunt for prey, 
thir Flocks at ceve 


Ot ſome rich Burgber, whoſe ſubſtantial dores, 


chmbe. 


130 


For proſpedt, what well us'd had bin the pledge 200 


| 


' 


re, 


of 
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Southward through des went a 


210 |Of Eden planted ; Eden ſtretchd ber Line 
From Auras ry to the Royal Towrs 
Of great Selencia, built by Grecian Kings, 
Or — the Sons of Ade before 


Dwelt in Telafſar : in this ant ſoile 

His farr more pleaſant en God ordaind ; 
Out of the fertil ground he caus'd to 

All Trees of nobleſt kind for fight, ſmell, raſte 3 
And all amid them ſtood the Tree of Life, 

High eminent, blooming Ambroſial Fruit 

of vegetable Gold; and next to Life 

Our Death the Tree of Know 
Knowledge of Good bought dear 


Nor chang d his courſe, but through 
Paſs'd underneath ingultt, for God 
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais'd 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
OFporoue Earth with kindly thirſt up drawn, 
Role a freſh Fountain, and with many a rill 
Waterd the Garden; thence united Fl 

Down the ſteep glade, and met the neather Flood, 
Which from his darkſom paſſage now appeers, 
And now divided into — Streams, 

Runs divers, wandring many a famous Realme 
And Country whe bere needs no account, 
But rather to tell bow, it Art cuuld tell, 

How from that Saphire Fount the criſped Brooks, 
Rowling on Orient Pearl and ſands of Gold, | 


With mate error — — 
Ran Nectar, viſu ing each plant, and fed 
Hours worthy of diſe which not nice Art 


—— — 
— — * 
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in Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon 
Powrd forth profuſe on Hill and Dale and Plaine, 
Both where the morning Sun firſt warmly ſmote 
The open field, and where the unpiere t ſhade 
Imbround the noontide Bowrs: Thus was thisplace, 
A happy rural ſeat of various view 5 (Balme, 
Groves whoſe rich Trees wept odorousGumms and 
Others whoſe fruit burniſhe with Golden Rinde 
Hung amiable, Heſperia® Fables true, 
[f true, here onely, and of delicious caſte : 
Bet wixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks 
Graſing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 
Or palmie hilloc, or the flourie lap 
Of he irrt Valley ſpread her ſtore, 
Flours of all hue, and without Thorn the Roſe : 
Another ſide, umbrageous Grots and Caves 
Of coole receſs, o te which the mantling Vine 
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creeps 
[Cuxuriane mean while murmuring waters fall 

Down the _y—_— or in Lake, 
That to the fringed with Myrtle crowud, 
| Her chryſtall mirror holds, unite thir ſtreams. 

The Birds thir 1 aires, vernal aires, 


{Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune 

The — leaves, while Univerſal Pan 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 
Led on th Eternal Spring. Not that faire field 
Of Fans, where Proſerpis gathring flours 
| Her felf a fairer Floure by gloomie Dis 

| P which colt Ceres all that pain 

To ſeek her through the world ; nor that ſweet 


caſt alia 


250 


260 


— 
- 


27 


Pe Daphne by Orontes, and th inſpit d (Grove 
[| 


| 
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280 


290 


» [Round from his 


— n Spring might with this Paradiſe 
Eden ſtrive ; nor that Nee Te 

Girt with the River Triton, where old Chem, 
Whom Gentiles Ames cal 
Hid Amalibes and her Florid Son 

Young Bacchws from his Stepdame Abes's eye; 
Nor where Abaſſis Kings thir iſſue Guard, 
Mount Aware, though this by ſom ſuppos d 

True Paradiſe under the . top Line 

By Nile: head, enclos'd with ſhining Rock, 

A whole dayes journey high, but wide remote 
From this Aſſyrian Garden, where the Fiend 

Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of livi tures new to fight and ſtrange: 
Two ot far nobler ſhape and tall, 

Godlike erect, with native Honour clad 

In naked Majeſtic ſeemd Lords of all, 

And worthie ſe&md, for in thir looks Divine 

The of thir glorious Maker (hos, 

Truth, Wiſdome; Sanctirude ſevere sd pure, 
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac't ; 
Whence true autoritie in men 4 though both 
Not equal, as thir ſex not equal ſcemd ; 

For contemplation hee and valour formd, 

For ſoftneſs ſbee and ſweet attractive Grace, 

Hee for God only, ſhee for God in him: 

His fair Front and Eye foblime declar'd 
Abſolute rule 3 and Hyacinthin Locks 

parted forelock manly hung 
Cluſtring, but- not beneath his ſhoulders broad: 
Shee as a vail down to the ſlender waſte 

Her unadorned golden treſſes wore 


: Disſhe- 


. — 


| and Libyan Jove, | 


Paradiſe loſt. Bock - 


| Disſheveld, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 

As the Vine curles her tendrils, which impli'd 
Subjection, but requir'd with gentle ſway, 
And by her yeilded, by him beſt receivd, 
Yeilded with coy ſubmiſſion, modeſt pride, 
And ſweet reluctant amvurous delay. 

Nor thoſe myſterious parts were then conceald, 
Then was not guiltic ſhame, dithoneſt ſhame 
Ok natures works, honor diſhonorable., - 
Sin-hred, how bave ye troubl'd all mankind 

| With ſhews inſtead, meer ſhewr of ſeeming pure, 
And baniſhe from mans life his happieſt life, 
'Simplicitic and ſpotleſs innocence. 

$0 paſad _ o, nor ſhund the fight 
Of God rag for they thought no ill: 

$0 hand in they paſsd, the lovlieſt pair 
That ever hoce in loves imbraces met, 

Adam the rſt man of men ſince borne 
Hu Sons, the faireſt of her Daughters Eve. 
Under a tuft of ſhade that on a 

Stuod — loft, by a freſh Fountain ſide 
They fat them down, and after no more toil 
Ot thir ſweet Gardaing labour then fufhc'd 
To recommend coole Zephyr, and made eaſe 
More cake, wholſom thirit and appetite 

More gratefu), to thir Supper Fruits they fell, 
Nectarine Fruits which the compliant boughes 
Veilded them, ſide long as they ſat recline 

On the ſoſt downic Bank damaskt with flours : 


; The ſavouric N chew, and inthe rinde 
Ke as they thirſted ſcoop the brimming ſtream ; 


r gentle put poſe, nor endearing 2 3 
amed, 


— — j— — 6 _—_— — a — 
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3350 


360 


Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as beſcems 

Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial League, 
Alone as they. About them frisking playd 
All Beaſts of th Earth, ſince wilde, and of all chaſe 
In Wood or Wilderneſs, Forreſt or Den; 
Sport ing the Lion rampd, and in his paw 
 Dandl'd the Kid; Bears, T ygers, Ounces, Pards 
 Gambold betore them, th' unwieldy Elephant {| 
| To make them mirth us d all his might, & wreathd' 
His Lithe Proboſcisz cloſe the Serpent ij 
Inſinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded ; others on the graſs 
|Couchr, and now fild with paſture gazing fat, 
Or Bedward ruminating : for the Sun 
Declin'd was haſting now with carreer 
To th' Ocean les, and in th ing Scale 
Of Heav'n the Starrs that uſher E role : 
When $4tas (till in gaze, as firſt he . 
Scarce thus at length faild ſpeech recoverd ſad. 

O Hell! what doe mine eyes with grief behc ld, 
Into our rvom of bliſs thus high advanc't 
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps, 
Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits brighe 
Little inferior; whom my t hes purſue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively ſhines 
ln them Divine reſemblance, and ſuch 
The hand that formd _ mo pe hath 
Ab le pair, yee little thi igh urd. 
Your chang a hes, when all cheſe elight, 
Will vaniſhand deliver ye to woe, 

More woe, the more your taſte is now of joy; 


— 


Happic, but fur fo ha 
Long tocominue, this Hg ede y bur Heav'n 
in tene t fox Heav' — keep out ſeek ee 

As now is enterd ; yet e foe 

To you — pes gucke ,-| 
1 ied : h v Hetk;- | 
And — amirte ſo (treighe; eq | 
That | with yay mult dwell, of you with me 


Hene#furth my dwelling haply may not pleaſe | 
— folr Praga on Bog Aw 


| 


freely give; Hell all unfould, 
To entertain you two, her wideſt Gates, 


And ſend forth all her Kings 3 there will be room, 
Not like +hefe narrow te, to receive 

Your numerous ofiprings it mo better place, 
Thank him who 2 ud e cd revenge 

On yoÞu who wrong me hot for him who wrongd. | 
And ſhould | at your harm tefs innocence 

Melt, as I Vo, yer!publicreaforrJuſt, 


| 


By conq this he World Is me now 
To 40 what e thou gh damnd 1 d abhorre 
So — the Fiend. and with tie, | 


The T yrants ples, cu d Bevififh deeds, 

Then from! hi tottie 494 pnthat hight Tree -/ 
Down he ali bis streng the for ul Herd 5 
Of thoſe fourfooted Kinds, Þ tn one, | 


ow other; us thir- ervd be his end | 
—— 

might learn 

about and | 


{Neererto view by 


i fear CIC "IE 


r Makers work x — LE * 1390 
Cos or 


Honour — Et ire with r&vrc enlarg'd, 390 


: 


A, 


—— — — —_—Y 
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| 
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| Aught whereof 1 hath need, requires 
From us no other ſervice then to keep 
This one, this caſie , ot all the Trees 


Lion uo 4 with fierie 
[Theass a Tiger, who hath ſpi'd 


Fawnes at play 
— wag er ok 
Whenes — 1 be ſyreſ leile — 
* 

Grip't . paw : —_— — of men 
To beſt of fro mes —.— — 
Davy Genus tp hems new uttcrance flow, 

, of all theſe 
Dearerth — nc * — 
— 4 for us this ample World 
Be infiditl 
As nth gow, an 
That rais'd us from gar wag 


In all this happineſs, w 
Have — — nor can 


= 


In Paradiſe that beate licioys fruit 
So various, not to taſte that ope! Tree 


Of 2 * by the Tree of Life, 

So neer grows h to Life, what ere Death is 
Sou Ace thing thing — doubt ſot well thou — 
God hath 


onounc't it death - won Tree, 


o many fignes of power and rule 
— Arfh — and Dominion 
— Creatures this 
rth, Aire, and Sea. Then et ws nabink hard | 


ne eaſie prohibition, who Free 


Free leeve. ſo lage to 


But ler us ever him, and extol! 


= — XD deligbeful tas 
Plats ee theſe Flours, 
2 DR üb, et w {eh thee were * 


To whom thus Eve repli'd. O thou for whom 
And from whom won forme fleſh of thy fleſh, 
And without. whom atm to no end, wy Guide 
And Head, what thou Lr 7% ak andright, 
E. yr — him indeed praiſes owe, 


» Fey who enjoy 
bo fry the 
hc nat = rate Fo, 


Lot, enjoy 
1 4 3A 


The — and 
Under a ſhade on flauns, 
And what! wy whence he 
Not diſtane fas from: theuce à m 
Of waters iſſu d from a Cave 
Into a liquid Plain, then ſtood od vary 

Pure as th” expanſe of Heav'n; I thither went 
With he, and laid me downe 


d delights : 


thee 


w 
ſeff cif her fd 


ITI 1 enkerys 


4 


where 


tho 
On the green bank, to loo into the tleer 
Smooth Laki Lake, char to me ſeemd another Skie. 
As1 bent down to look, juſt oppoſite, 


A Shape withinthe watry gleam d 

bending to look on me, . 5d) 6-9 

It ſtarted back, bfit I ſoon returnd, 

Pleas'd it returtd as oon With anſwering looks 

* ſympathie and love, there I had fixt 
N 2 


P radiſh; © | "Book. 4. "A 


all things elſe, and choice 7 


SON how. 
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Leſs winni ft, lefs amia 
Then e wabey 


Had not a voice thus warad me, What thou leet; 
— there thou ſceſt fair Creature is thy (elf, 
ith it came and gocs : but foflow me, 


Thy g, and thy ſoft. imbraces, hee 
Whole ioage thou art, him thou Fi enjoy 
Inſeparablie thine, to him ſhalt beate | 
Multitudes like thy ſelf, and thence be call'd 
Mother of human Race : what could I dec, 
But follow ſtrait, inviſibly thus led ? 


ht leſs faire, 
lie milde, 


Under a Platan, yet 2 


Thou flowing eryd l aloui 
Whom fi'ſt 22 thou fiſt, o 


Out of my fide to chec, bean 


— 


— 


| F « 
Returs fair Foe, + 
| nchen nes | 
' [His fleſh, his bone ; to give thee being I lene 


C 


Mine eyes till row, and pimd with yaindehre,. ._ 1 


- 


O 
— 
— 


Till I eſpi'd thee, fair indeed and tal [ 


OT” 


Subſtantial Life, tg have t 5 pt fide A 


Henceforth au jodividual folace dent , 
Part of my Soul I ſeek t hee, and thee Din | 
My ather half: with that thy gee bp 


How beavty Is excelld by manly grace; ! 


| 

Seiſd mine, T yeilded, _ fror chat ime ſee -. 1; 
| | 

4 


And wiſdbm,, which alone is truly fag. 
So ſpake our general Mother, and Wich eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreptoy cd 
And — ſurrender , half imbracing leapd ; 

On our firſt Father, half ber fag 


| 25 Breaſt 
Naked met his under the flowing Gold | 


Of her looſe treſſes hid: he in delight 


— 


Both! 


| 
ö 
And I will bring thee where go ſhadow Hane: 


— 
— _ 


, 
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1 — ſubmiſive Charms 


rd with fu r Love, as Jupiter 
4 Juno (miles, when he i the Clouds 
hat 


ſhed Moy Flowers, and preſs d her Matron lip 
With kiſles pure: aide the Devil turad- - 

For enyie, yet with jealous leer maligne 

Ey d them askance, and to himſelf thus plaind. 
Sight hateful, fight tormenting ! thus t heſe two 
Imparadis't in one anothers arms 

The happier Ades, ſhall enjoy thir fill 

Of bid on bliſd while] to Hell amthruſt, 

Where neither joy nor loye, but herce deſire, 
Among our other torments not the leaſt, 

Still unfulſill d with pain cf longing pines 3 

Vet let me not forget what I have gain d 0 
From thin on mouths hall. is aotitheits it ſeems?) 
One fatal Tree there ſtands of Knowledge call d, 
Forbidden thetn to taſte © Knowledge forbidd'n ? 
Suſpicious, reaſonleſs. Why ſhould thir Lord 
Envie themthat 2. can it be fin to k 
Can it be death ꝰ ond do they ovely Rand; 

By Ignorance, isthat thir happie ſtate, 

The proof of thir obedience and thir faith ? 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Thiz ruine.| Hence | will excite thir minds 

With more deſite to know, and to reject 

Envious commands, inyented with deligne 

To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods 3 aſpiring to be ſuch, 

They taſte and die: what Jikelier can enſue?ꝰ 
But firſt with narrow ſeatchl muſt walk round 
This Garden, and no corner leave uulpi'd ; 


— — — —7˙—¹ð’. —— — — — — 
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— — lead where I may meet 
Some wandring Heav'n, by by Fountain fide, | 
Or in thick — retir'd, from him to draw | 
— turther —— be _ Live while ye may, 
Yet happie pair ; enjoy, till I return, 
leaſures, for 4 woes are to ſucceed. 
But wie Gedi and began (ﬆ 

t wit reum a 
T brough — through waſte 2 = 
Mean while in utmoſt e, where Heav' a 
With Earth and Ocean che Sun 
Slowly deſcended, and with right aſpect 
Againſt the eaſtern Gate of Paradiſe 


Leveld his — — it was 4 Rock 
Of Alablaſter, — to the Clouds, | 
Conſpicuvus whiding with one aſcene 


Acceſſible from Earth, — entrance high ; 
The reſt was craggie chff, that overbung 


From what point of his Compaſs to beware 


Still as it roſe, i dle to climbe. 
Betwixt theſe ie Pillars Gabriel fat 
Chief of Ur Angelic - Ouards, awaiting night; 
About him exercis'd Heroic Games 

Th' unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at — 
Celeſtial Armourie, Shields, Helmes, and 8 

Hung high with Diamond flaming, and wit Gold. 
Thither came Uriel, glidi — the Eeven 
Ona Sun beam, ſwift as « ing Starr 

In Autun thwarts the night, — vapors fir d 
Impreſs the Air, and ſhe ws the Mariner 


Impetuous winds: he thus began in haſte. 


Gabriel, to thee thy courſ by Lot bath gion a 
Char 


P aradiſe loft 
Charge and ſtrict watch that to this bappie place 
No evil thing ogpeoech or enter ins 

This day at highth of Noon came to my Spheare 
A Spirit, zealous, as be ſeem d, to know 

More of th Almighties works, and chiefly Man 
Gods lateſt Image: 1 deſcrib d bis way 

Bent all on ſ and markt his Aerie Gate ; 

But in the Mount that lies from Eden North, 
Where he firſt bghted, ſoon diſcernd his looks 
Alien fram Heav n, with foul obſcur'd : 
Mine eye purſu d him ſtill, but under ſhade 
Loſt ſight of him ʒ one of the baniſhe crew 

[ fear, hath ventur d from the deep, to raiſe 

New troublesz him thy care moſt be to find. 

To whom the wi Warriour thus retarnd : 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfet light, 5 
Amid the Suns bright circle where thou ſitſt, 

See farr and wide : in at this Gate none paſs 

The vigilance here plac't, but ſuch as come 
Well known from Heav nz and ſince Meridian hout 
No Creature thence ; if Spirit of other fort, 

80 minded, have oreleapt theſe earthie bounds 
On purpoſe, hard thou knowſt it to exclude 
Spiritual ſubſtance with corporeal barr. 

But if withiothe circuit of theſe walks 

In whatfoever ſhape be lurk, of whom  ''' © 
Thou telſt, by morrow dawning I ſhall know. 

So promis'd hee, and Uriel to his charge 
Returndonthat bright beam, whoſe point now raisd 
Bore him ſlope dawnward to the Sun now fall'n 
Beneathth” Azores z hit her the prime Orb 
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Incredible how ſwift, had thither row d 
| | 
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Diurnal, 
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Were ſlunk, all but the wakeful e 
She all night long her amorous deſtant 


— — 


1610 


Diurnal, or this leſi volubil Farth + 


By ſhorter flight to th Eaſt, had left him ther 
Arraying with reflected Purple and Gold 


The Clouds that on his Weſtern Throne attend: 


Now came ſtill Eevning on, and I — gray 3 
* 2 


| Had in her fober Liverie all things cla 


Silence accompanied, for Beaſt and Bird 
They to thir graſſie Couch, theſe to thir Neſts 
nh vil 
Silence was plehs d: how glow'd the Firmament 
With living Saphirs: Heſ pers that led 
The ſtarrie Hoſt, rode briglmeſt, till the Moon 
Riſing in elouded Majeſtie at length 3 
Apparent Queen 9 — efsTight; © _ 
And o're the dark her Silver Mantle threWw. 
When Adam thus to Eve : Fair Conſort, th hour 


| Of night, and all things now retir'd to reſt 
Mind us of like repoſe, ſince God hath ſet 


Labour and teſt, as day and night to men 
Succeſhve, and the timely dew of ſleep 
Now 8 with ſoft ſlumbrous weight inclines 


Our eye-lids; other Creatures all day long 
| Rove idle unimploid, and leſs need reſt ; 


Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his Dipnitie, 


And the regard of Heav'n on all his waies 3 
While other Animals unactive range, 


and of thir doings God takes no account, : 
To morrow ere freſn Morning ſtreak the Eaſt 
With farſt approach of light, we muſt be rin, 


And at our pleaſant labour, to reform 
eK ie Yon 
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On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, floure, 


Von flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green, 

Our walks at noon, with branches overgrown, 

That mock our ſcant manuring, and require 

More hands then ours to lop thir wanton growth : 

Thoſe Bloſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping Gumms, 

That lie beſtrowne unſightly and unſmooth, 

Aſk riddance, if we mean to tread with caſe ʒ 

Mean while, as Nature wills, Night bids us reſt. 
To whom thus Eve with perfet beauty adornd. 

My Author and Diſpoſer, what thou bidſt 

Unargu'd I obey; ſo God ordains, 

God 1s thy Law, thou mine : to know no more 

Is womans happieſt knowledge and her praiſe. 

With thee converſing I forget all time, 

All ſeaſons and thir change, all pleaſe alike. 

Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 

With charm of earlieſt Birds; pleaſant the Sun 

When firſt on this delightful Land he ſpreads 

His orient Beams, on herh, tree, fruit, and flour, 

Gliſtring with dew 3 fragrant the fertil earth 

After ſoft ſhowers ; and ſweet the coming on 

Of grateful Eevning milde, then ſilent Night 

With this her ſolemn Bird and this fair Moon, 

And thefe the Gemms of Heav'n, her ſtarrie train : 

But neither breath of Morn when ſhe aſcends 

With charm of earlieſt Birds, nor riſing Sun » 


Gliſtring with dew, nor fragrance after ſhowers, | 

Nor grateful Evening mild, nor ſilent Night | 

With this her ſolemn Bird, nor walk by Moon, | 

Or glittering Starr-light without thee is ſweet. | 

But wherfore all night long ſhine theſe, for whom, 
O 
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This glorious ſight, when ſleep bath ſhut all eyes? 
To whom our general Anceſtor repli'd. 
Daughter of God and Man, accompliſht Eve, | 
Thoſe have thir courſe to figiſh, round the Earth, 
By morrow Eevning, and from Land to Land | 
Io order, though to Nations yet unbern, | 
Miniſtring light prepar'd, they ſet and riſe ; 
Leaſt total darkneſs ſhould by Night regaine 
Herold poſleſſion, and extinguiſh life 
In Nature and all things, which theſe ſoft fires 


Not only enlighten, but with kindly heate 
Of various '* foment and warme, 

Temper or nouriſh, or in part ſhed down 

Thir ſtellar vertue on all kinds that grow 

On Earth, made hereby apter to receive 
perfection from the Suns more potent Ray. 

Theſe then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain,nor think, though men were none, 
Thatheav'n would want ſpectators, God want praiſe; 
Millions of ſpiritual Creatures walk the Earth 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep: 
All theſe with ceaſleſs praiſe his works behold 
Both day and night : how often from the ſteep 
Of echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard 
Celeſtial voices to the midnight air, 

Sole, or reſponſive each to others note 

Singing thir great Creator : oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
With Heav'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds 

In full harmonic number joind, thir ſongs 

Divide the night, and lift eur thoughts to Heaven. 


Thus talking hand in hand alone they paſs'd 
On 
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On to thir bliſsful Bower 3 it was a place 

Chos'n by the ſovran Planter, when he fram d 

All things to mans delightful uſe; the roofe 

Of thickeſt covert was inwoven ſhade 

Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew 

Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either lide 
Acanthw, and each odorous buſhie (ſhrub 

Fenc'd up the verdant wall 3 each beaateous flour, 
Iris all hues, Roſes, and Geſſamin (wrought 
Rear'd high thir flouriſht heads between, and 
Moſaic; underfoot the Violet, 

Crocus, and Hyacinth with rich inlay (ſtone 
Broiderd the ground, more colour'd then with 
Of coſtlieſt Emblem: other Creature here 

Beaſt, Bird, Infect, or Worm durſt enter none; 
Such was thir awe of man. In ſhadier Bower 
More ſacred and ſequeſterd, though but feigud, 
Par or Siluauus never ſlept, nor Nymph, 

Nor Faunus haunted. Here in cloſe receſs 

With Flowers,Garlands, and ſweet-ſmelling Herbs 
Eſpouſed Eve deckt firſt her Nuptial Bed, 

And heav'nly Quires the Hymenzan ſung, 

What day the genial Angel to our Sire 
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Brought her in naked beauty more adorn'd, 


In ſad event, when to the unwiſer Son 
Of Japbet brought by Hermes, ſhe enſnat'd 
Mankind with her faire looks, to be aveng d 
On him who had ſtole Joves authentic fire. | 
Thus at thir ſhadie Lodge arriv'd, both ſtood. 
Both turnd, and under op'n Skie adoi d | 
O 2 The 


More lovely then Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endowd with all thir gifts, and O too like 
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By thee adulterous luſt was driv'n from men 


The God that made both Skie, Air,Earth & Heav'n 
Which they beheld, the Moons reſplendent Globe 


And ſtarrie Pole: Thou alſo mad ſt the Night, 


Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day, 


Which we in our appointed work imployd 


Have finiſht happie in our mutual help 


And mutual love, the Crown of all our bliſs 
Ordain'd by thee, and this delicious place 
For ustoo large, where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou haſt promis'd from us two a Race 
To fill the Earth, who ſhall with us extoll 
Thy goodneſs infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we ſeek, as now, thy gift of ſleep. 
This ſaid unanimous, and other Rites 
Obſerving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes beſt, into thir inmoſt bower 
Handed they went; and eas'd the putting off 
Theſe troubleſom diſguiſes which wee wear, 
Strait ſide by (ide were laid, nor turnd I weene 
Adam from his fair Spouſe, nor Eve the Rites 
Myſterious of connubial Love refus'd : 
Whatever Hypocrites auſterely talk 
Of puritie and place and innocence, 
Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to ſom, leaves free to all. 


Our Maker bids increaſe, who bids abſtain 
But our Deſtroyer, foe to God and Man? 
Haile wedded Love, myſterious Law, true ſourſe 


f human ofspring, ſole proprietie, 
In Paradiſe of all things common elſe. 


Among 
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' [Whoſe Bed is undefil'd and chaſt pronounc't, | 


Among the beſtial herds to raunge, by thee | 
Founded in Reaſon, Toyal, Juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the Charities 

Of Father, Son, and Brother firſt were known. 
Farr be it, that I ſhould write thee fin or blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting holieſt place, 
Perpetual Fountain of Domeſtic ſweets, 


Preſent, or paſt, as Saints and Patriarchs us'd. 
Here Love his golden ſhafts imploies, here lights 
His conſtant Lamp , and waves his purple wings, 
Reigns here and revels ; not in the bought ſmile 


Mixt Dance, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal, 


Of Harlots, loveleſs , joyleſs, unindeard, | 
Caſual fruition, nor in Court Amours 
Or Serenate, whichthe ſtarv'd Lover ſings 

'To his proud fair, beſt quitted with diſdain. 
[Theſe lulld by Nightingales imbraceing ſlept, 
And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof 

Showrd Roſes, which the Morn repair'd. Sleep on, 
Bleſt pair; and O yet happieſt if ye ſeek 

No happier ſtate, and know to know no more. 

| Now had night meaſur d with her ſhaddowieCone 
Half way up Hill this vaſt Sublunar Vault, 
And from thir Ivorie Port the. Cherubim 
Forth iſſuing at th accuſtomd hour ſtood armd 
To thir night watches in warlike Parade, 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus ſpake. 
| Uzxziel, half theſe draw off, and coaſt the South 
With ſtricteſt watchz theſe other wheel the North, 
Our circuit meets full Weſt, As flame they part 
Half wheeling to the Shield, half to the Spear. 
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From theſe, two ſtrong and ſuttle Spirits he calld 


That neer him ſtood, and gave them thus in charge. 
Ithariel and Zephon, with wingd ſpeed 


790 Search through this Garden,leav unſearcht nonook, 


But chiefly where thoſe two fair Creatures Lodge, 

Now laid perhaps aſleep ſecure of barme, 

This Eevning from the Sun's decline arriy'd 

Who tells of ſom infernal Spirit ſeen 

Hitherward bent ( who could have thought? ) 7 

The barrs of Hell, on errand bad no doubt: (ſcap 

Such where ye find, ſeiſe faſt, and hither bring. 
So ſaying, on he led his radiant Files, 

Daz'ling the Moon theſe to the Bower direct 

In ſearch of whom they ſought : him there they 

Squat like a Toad, cloſe at the eare of Eve; (found 

Allaying by his Deviliſh art to reach 

The Organs of her Fancie , and with them forge 

Illuſions as he liſt, Phantaſms and Dreams, 

Or if, inſpiring venom, he mighe taint 

Th' animal Spirits that from pure blood ariſe 

Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure,thence raiſe 

At leaſt diſtemperd, diſcontented thoughts, 

Vain hopes, vainaimes, inordinate defires 

Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 

Him thus intent 7thburiel with his Spear 

Touch'd lightly ; for no falſhood can endure 

Touch of Celeſtial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likenefs : up he ſtarts 

Diſcoverd and ſurpriz'd. As whena ſpark 

Lights on a heap of nitrous Powder, laid 

Fit for the Tun ſom Magazin to ſtore 

Againſt a rumord Warr, the Smuttie graine mn 

it 
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With ſudden blaze diffus d, inflames the Aire : 
So ſtarted up in his owa ſhape the Fiend. 

Back ſtept thoſe two fair Angels balf amaz'd 

So ſudden to behold the grieſlie King; 

Yet thus, unmovd with fear, accoſt him ſoon. 
Which of thoſe rehell Spirits adjudg'd to Hell 
Com ſt thou, eſcap'd thy priſon, and transform'd, 
Why ſatſt thou like an enemie in waite 

Here watching at the head of theſe that ſleep? 
Know ye not then ſaid $«tan, filld with ſcorn, 
Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 

For you, there ſittiug where ye durſt not ſoare; 
Not to know mee argues your (elves unknown, 
Theloweſt of your throng; vr if ye know, 

Why ask ye, and ſuperfluous begin 

Your meſſage, like to end as much in vain? 

To whom thus Zepbes, anſwering ſcoru with ſcorn. 
Think not, revolted Spirit, thy thape the ſame, 

or undiminiſht brightneſs, to be known 

As when thou ſtoodit in Heav'n upright and pure; 
That Glorie then, when thou no more waſt good, 
Departed fromthee, and thou reſembl'ſt now 
Thy ſin and place of doom obſcure and fuule. 
But come, for thou, beſute, ſhalt give account 
To him who ſeat us, whoſe —_ is to keep 
This place iaviolable, and theſe from harm. 

So ſpake the Cherube, and his grave rebuke 
ſevere in youthful beautic , added grace 
Invincible : abaſht the Devil ſtood, 

And felt how awful {s is, and ſaw 
Vertue in her ſhape how lovly,ſaw, and pin d 


is loſs ; but chiefly to find here obſervd 
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His luſtre viſibly impar'd ; yet ſeemd 

Undaunted. If I muſt contend, ſaid he, 

Beſt with the beſt, the Sender not the ſear, 

Or all at once; more glorie will be wonn, 

Or leſs be loſt. Thy fear, ſaid Zephon bold, 

Will ſave us trial what the leaſt can doe 

Single _ thee wicked, and thence weak. 
he Fiend repli'd not, overcome with rage; 


But like a proud Steed reind, went hautie on, | 
Chaumping his iron curb : to ſtrive or flic | 
He held it vain; awe from above had quelld | 
His heart, not elſe diſmai'd. Now drew they nigh | 
The weſtern point, where thoſe half-rou | 
Juſt met, & cl ſtood in —_— joind vor 
Awaiting next command. To whom thir Chief 
Gabriel from the Front thus calld aloud. 
O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Haſting this way, and now by glimps diſcerne 
gh the 


Ithuriel and Zephon throu e, 

And with them comes a third of Regal port, 

But faded ſplendor wan 4 who by his gate 

And fierce demeanour ſeems the Prince of Hell, 

Not likely to part hence without conteſt x 

Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. | 
He ſcarce had ended,when thoſe two approachd 
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And brief related whom they brought,wher found, 
How buſied, in what form and re coucht. 
To whom with ſtern regard thus Gabriel ſpake. 
Why haſt thou, Satan, broke the bounds preſcrib'd 
To thy tranſgreſiions, and diſturbd the charge 


Of otherg, who d4pprove not to — — 
** be have power and right 


T 
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1 thy bold entrance on this place wo. 


Imploi'd it feems to violate ſleep, and thoſe | 
Whoſe dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs / 
To whom thus Sata» with contemptuous brow. 
Gabriel, thou hadſt in Heav'n th eſteem of wiſe, 
And ſuch I held thee 3 but this queſtion sft 
puts me in doubt. Lives ther who loves his pain? 


Though thither doomdꝰ Thou wouldſt thy felf,no0 
And boldly venture to whatever place (doubr, 
'Fartheſt from pain; wher& thou migheſt hope do 
Torment with eaſe, & ſooneſt recompence (change 
Dole with delight, which in this place I ſought, | 
To thee no reaſon ; who knowſt only good, | 
But evil haſt not tri d: and wilt objet 
His will who bound us? let him ſarer bart 


His Iron Gates, if he intends our ſtay 


la that dark durance : thus much what Way askt-.|gc0 


The reſt is trite, they found me where they (ay. | 
But that implies not violence or harm. _-- 
| Thus hee in ſcorn, The warlike Angel mov'd, 
Diſdainfully half failing thus repli d. * 
O loſs of one in HeavVn to judge of wiſe, 
Since Sata fell, whom follie overthrew, - 

And now returns him from his priſon ſcap't, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe 


Or not, who ask what boldneſs brought him hit her 


Unlicene't from his bounds in Hell prefcrib'dz 910 


So wiſe xg pe to fly frompain oT 
However , and rofcape his puniſhment. 


by fi 


| 
ng, meet thy flight 
— 


S0 judge thou ſtill, flog mee the wrauth, 
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Which thou incarr 


Who would not, finding way, break looſe from Hell, 850 
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Seaventold, and ſcourge that wiſdom back to Hell, 
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What thou and thy 2 Legions dare againſt; 
$ 


Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger — provok t. 

But wherefore thou alone / wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke looſe? is pain to them 
Leſs pain, leſs to be fled, or thou then they 

Leſs hardie to endure? courageous Chief, 

The firſt in flight from pain, had'ſt thou alleg'd 
To thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, 

Thou ſurely hadſt not come ſole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anſwerd fruwning ſtern. 
Not t hat I leſs endure, or ſhrink from pain, 
lnſulting Angel, well thou knowſt I ſtuod 
Thy herceſt , when in Battel to thy aide 
The blaſting volied Thunder made all ſpeed 
And ſeconded thy elſe hot dreaded Spear. 

But ſtill thy words at random, as before, 
Argue thy inexperience what behooves 
row Teod aſſaies and ill ſucceſles paſt 

A fa Leader, not to hazard all 
Through wayes of danger by himſelf untti d. 
therefore, I alone firſt undertook 

To wing the deſolate Abyſs, and ſpie 
This new created World, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not ſilent, here in hope to ſind 
Better abode, and my afflicted Powers 

To ſettle here on Earth, or in mid Aire 5 
Though for poſſe ſſion put to try once more 


Whole eaſier buſineſs were to ſerve thir Lord 
High up inHeav'n,with ſongs to hymne his Throne, 


— 


| 


And practis d diſtances to cringe, nat fight. | 
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To whom the warriour An ſoon d. 
To lay and ſtrait unſay FR a 
Wiſe tc flic pain, ling none the Spie, 

Argues no Leader, but a lyar trac't, 

— couldſt thou Eriehful add? O name, ' 
O ſacred name of fairhfulneſs protan'd | 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
— — ; tit body ve rem A 

as this your diſcipline and faith in 
Your —— obedience, to diſlolve os 
Allegeance to - acknowledg'd Power ſupream? 
And thou fly hypocrite, who now wouldſt ſeem 
Patron of liberty, who more then thou 
Once tawn'd, and cring d, and ſervilly ador'd 
Heav'ns awful Monarch? wheretore but in hope 
To diſpoſleſs him, and thy (elf roreigne ? 
But mark What! — t hee now, avant; 
Flie thither whence thou ſſedſt: it trom this houre 
Within theſe hallowd limits thou appeer, 
Back to th infernal pit I drag thee chaind, 
And Scale thee fo, as Nome br not to ſcorne 


— 


The facil gates ot hell roo (lightly barrd. 
So threat d hee, but ta to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage repli d. 
Then when | am thy captive talk of chaines, | 
Proud limitarie Cherube, but ere then | 
Farr heavier load thy felt expect to feel 


From my — arme, though Heavens King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with th y Compeers, 


U d to the * draw'lt — wheels 
h the rode of Heav'n Star- 1 


— he * Angelic Squadron | 
Turn'd 


| 
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| Turnd fterie red, (harpning — F wes 
980 Tb Phalanx, and began to hemm ham round 
With ported Spears, as thick as when a field 
Ot Ceres ripe tor or harvelt wart bends 
| — bearded Grove of eary which way thewind-. 
es themʒ the careful Plow man doubting ſtands 
— — the threſhing floune his hopeful ſheaves 
— chaff, On th' other ide Sata allarm d 
Collecting all his might dilated ſtood, 
Like Teneriff or Aula untemov d: 
| His ſtature reaclt the Skie, and on his Creſt 
990 Sat horror Plum d; nor wanted in — 2 
What ſeemd both Spear and Shield : &ful 
Might have enſu d, nor onely Paradiſe (deeds 
In this commotion, but the Starrie Cope 
Of Heay'n thops, or all the Elements 
At leaſt ha gon to rack, diſturbit and torue 
Wich violence of this conflict, had not fooa 
Th' Eternol to prevent fuch horrid fray 
Hung forth in Heav'n bis golden Scales, yer ſeen 
Betwixt Aſirea and the Scar 
io00 Wherein allthings created firſt he 
9 The pendulous round Eanh with baltanct Alte 
la coumerpoiſe, now ponders all events, 
Battels and Realms: in theſe he p ewo weights 


Which G 2 thus beſpake the Fiend, 
San, k ] thy ſtrengt b. and thou knowſt mine, 

Neu het our own but giv'ns what follie then 
Toboeaſt what Armscan doe, ſince thine no worte 
1010 — 264 622mmgn 
To 


thee as mire : for 2 look E. 
thy Lot in jun cel iatSigh, © 7 
thou art weigh d, & ſhown ede s 
if thom refit. The Fiend looke up and knew 
His mounted ſcale aloft : nor more ; but fled 
Murmgring, and üb fed Win ofnight. | 
| g | * &. 
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Morn her rolie ſteps in th Eaſtern 
Clime | 

Advancing, ſow'd the Earth with 

Oriem Pearle, 

When Adam wak't, ſo cuſtomd, for 
| his fleep | 
Was Aerie light, from pure digeſtion bred, | 
And temperat vaporsbland, which th' only ſound | 


Of leaves and fuming rills, Awrora's fan, 
Lightly diſpers'd, and the ſhrill Matin 

Of Bird, on every bough ; ſo much the more 
His wonder was to hnd unwak'nd Eve 

10 With Treſſes diſcompos'd, and glowing Check, 
As through unquiet reſt : he on his fide 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial Love 
Hung over her enamour d, and beheld 
1 which whether waking or aſleep, 
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bot forth peculiar Graces 3 then with voice 
Milde, as when Zephyrav on Flora breathes, 
Her hand ſoft touching, whiſperd thus. Awake 
My faireſt, my eſpous'd, my Lateſt found 
Heaven laſt beſt gift, my ever pew delight, 
Awake, the morning (hines, and the freſh field 
Calls us, we lofe rhe prime, to mark how ſpring 
Our tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove, 
What drops the Myrrhe,& what the balmic Reed, 
How Nature paints her colours, how the Bee 
Sits om the Bloom extratting Kquid ſweet. 

Such whiſpering wak'd her, but with ſtanl'd eye 
On Adam, whom imbracing, thus ſhe ſpake. 
O Sole in whom my thoughts find 1 

My Glorie, my Pertection, 3 [ ſee 

Thy face;and Morn rerurn'd, for Ithis Night,. 
Such night till this I never paſi'd, have dream'd, 
If dream d, not as 1 oft am wont, of thee, 


' 


But of offence and trouble, which my mind 

Knew never till this irkfom night; methoughe 
Cloſe at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ; it ſaid, 
Why fleepit thou Eve? now is the pleaſant time, 
The cool, the filent, fave where ſilen yields 

To the night-warbling Bird,that now awake 
Tunes ſweeteſt his love-labor'd ſong ; now reignes 
Full Orb'd the Moon, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowie ſets off the face of things ; in vain, 

If none rd z Hevn wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but rhee, Natures deſire, 

in whoſe fight all things joy, with raviſhment 


Works of day paſs'r, or arrow next deligne, | 


| Attrated 
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I roſe as arthy call, but found thee not; 
To find ther | 
And on, wethought, alone I pals'd through ways 

That brought me on a ſudden to the Tree 


Of interdicted Knowledge : fair it ſeem d, 
Much fairer to my Fancie then by day: 
And asT wondring looke, beſide it ſtood 
One ſtap d & wing'd like one of thaſe from Heav'n 
By us oft ſeen; his dewie locka diſtill d 
Ambroſia ; or that Tree he alſo gaz d; 
And O fair Plant, faid he, with fruit ſureharg'd, 
Deigns'none to eaſe thy load and taſte thy ſweet, 
Nor God, riot Map ; is Know ſo delpi'd ? 
Or envie, or what reſexve forbids to taſte ? 
Forbid who will, none ſhall from me withhold 
Longer thy offerd good, why elle ſet here ? 
This ſaid he paus'd not, but with ventrous Arme 
He AI he taſted; mee damp horror child 
- uch bold words youche wich à deed ſo bold: 
ut he thus overjoy'd, O Fruit Divine, 
Sweet of thy ſelf, but much more ſweet thus cropt, | 
Forbidd'n here, it ſcems, as onely fir | 
For God, yet able to make Gods of Men: 
And why not Gods of Men, ſince good, the nore 
Communicated, more abundant growes, | 
The Author not impair'd, but honourd more ? 
Here, happic Creature, fair Angelic Eve, 
Partake thou alſo; happic though thou art, 
Happiet thou mayſt be, worthier caſt not be : 
Taſte this, and be henceforth among the Guds 
y ſelf a Coddeſ, not to Earth conſind, ny 
t 
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But ſomtimes in the Air, as wee, ſomtimes 

Aſcend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and ſee 
| What lite the Gods live there, and ſuch live thou. 
So ſayipg. he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Even toy mouth of that ſame fruit held 
Which he had plucke ; the pleaſant ſavourie del 
80 quick ud appetite, that I, met hought, | 


With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The Earth outſtretche immenſe, a proſpect wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
Tothis high exaltation ; ſuddenly 


And fell alleepz but O bow glad wak'd 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus Adu anſwerd (ad. 

Beſt Image of my ſelt and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ſleep 
Aﬀects me equally nor can I like 
| T his uncouth dream, of evil ſprung I fear; 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the Soule 
Are many leſſer Faculties that ſerve 
Reaſon as chief; among theſe Fanſie next 
Her holds z of all external things, 
Which the five watchful Senſes repreſent, 
$he forms Imaginations, Aerie ſhapes, 
Which Reaſon joyning or dis joyning, frames 
All what we zftirm or what deny, and call 
Ou knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
114 her private Cell when Nature reſts. 
Oft in her abſence mimic Fanſie wakes 


Q 
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Could not but taſte. Forthwith up to the Clouds 


FR 


O 
My Guide was gon, and I, me thought ſunk % e 


100 


140 


To imitate her 4 but misjoyning ſhapes, 
Wilde work produces oft, and moſt in dreams, 
Ill matching words and deeds long palt or late 
Som ſuch reſemblances methinks I Hnd 

Ot our laſt Eevnings talk, in this thy dream, 

But with addition ſtrange ; yet be not (ad. 

Evil into the mind of God or Man 

May come and go, ſo unapprov d, and leave 
No ſpot or blame behind: Which gives me hope 


120 | That — in ſleep thou didſt abhorr to dream, 


Waki 


ou never wilt conſent to do- 


* [Be not diſheart'nd then, nor cloud thoſe looks 


That wont te be more chearful and ſerene 

Then when fair Morning hrſt (miles on the World, 

And let us to our freſh imployments riſe 

Among the Groves,the Fountains, and the Flours 

That open now thir choiceſt boſom d ſmells 

Reſervd from night,and kept for thee in ſtore, 
Socheard he his fair Spouſe, and ſhe was cheard, 


120} But ſilently a gentle tear let fall 


From either eye, and wip'd them with her haire ; 
Two other precious drops that ready ſtovd, 
[Each in thir chryſtal fluce, he ere they fell 
Kiſo d as the gracious ſigns of ſweet remorſe 
And pious awe, that-feard to have offended, 

So all was cleard, and to the Field they haſte. 
But firſt from under ſhadie arborous roof, 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the Sun, who ſcarce up riſen 
With wheels yet hov'ring o're the Ocean 4 
Shot paralel to the earth his dew ie ray, 
Diſcovering in wide Lantskip all the Eaſt- 


Of 
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Of Paradiſe and dent happie Plains, 
Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

[ hir Orifons, each Morning duly paid 

In various ſtyle, for neither various ſtyle 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praiſe 
Chir Maker, in fit (trains pronounc't or ſung 
Unmeditated, ſuch prompt eloquence 


More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp, 

To add more {weetneſs, and they thus began. 
Theſe are thy glorious works Parent of good, 

Almightie, thine this univerſal frame, , 

Thus wondrous fair ; thy ſelf how wondrous then! 

Uaſpeakable, who fitſt above theſe Heavens 

To us inviſible or dimly ſeen | 

In theſe thy loweſt works, yet theſe declare 

Thy goodneſs beyond thought,and Power Divine: 

Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 

Angels, for ye behold him,and with ſongs 

And choral ſymphonies, Day without Night, 

Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heav'n, 

On Earth joyn all yee Creatures to extoll 

Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end. 

Faireſt of Starrs, laſt in the train of Night, 

— better thou belong not to the dawn, 


While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of Prime. 

Thou Sun, of this great World both Eye and Soule. 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, ſound his praiſe 
In thy eternal courſe, both when thou climb'ſt, 


Sure pledge of day, that crownſt the ſmiling Morn 
With thy bright Circlet, praiſe him inthy Spheare 


| 


| 


And when high Noon haſt gaind, & w hen thou faliſt. 
: 2 2 


| Moon 
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Flowd from their lips, in Proſe or numerous Verſe, 150 
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190 Or wet the thirſtie Earth with falling ſhowers, 


—— — — — — OR — 


Moon, that now meetſt the orient Sun, now fliit 
With the fixt Starrs, fixt in thir Orb that flies, 

And vet hve other wandring Fires that nuove 

la myſtic Dance not without Song, reſound | 

His praiſe, who out of Darkneſs call'd up Light. | 
Aire, and ye Elements the eldeſt birth 

Ot Natures Womb, that in quaternion run 

| PerpctuRt Circle, multiform ; and mix 

And nouriſh all things, let your ceafleſs change 
Varie to our great Maker (till new praiſe. 

Ye Miſts and Exhalations that now riſe 

From Hill or ſteaming Lake, duſkie or grey, 

Till the Sun paint your fleecie skirts with Gold, 

In honour to the Worlds great Author riſe, 

Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolourd ſkie, 


Riſing or falling ſtill advance his praiſe. 

His praiſe ye Winds,that from four Quarters blow, 
Breatlyſoft or loud; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every Plant, in ſign of Worſhip wave. 
Fountains and yec, that warble,as ye flow, 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praiſe. 
Joyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds, 

That ſinging up to Heaven Gate aſcend, 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praiſe ; 
Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk 

The Earth, and ſtately cread, or lowly creep 
Witneſs if I be ſilent, Morn or Eeven, 

To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or freſh ſhade 

Made vocal by my Song, and taught his pr. ĩſe. 
Hail univerſal Lord, be bounteaus (till 

To give us onely good ; and if the night 


Have 
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| Hove gathered aught otevil or conceald, 
py + © it, as now light d /i(pels the dark. 
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So pra) d th ey innocent, ond to thirthoughts 


kim peace recoverd ſoon and wonted calin. 
On to thir mornings rural work they haſte 


Ot Fruit-trees overwoodie reachd too farr 
Ihir pamperg boughes,and needed handNo c! 


— cls — — or they led the Vine 


Her mariageable arms, and with her brings 
8 


Her dowr th adopted Cluſters, toadorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus imploid beheld 


Raphael, the ſociable Spirit, that deign d 
To travel with Tobies, and fecur'd 


Hath raiſd in Paradiſe, and how diſturbd 
This night the human pair, how he deſigues 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 


Converſe with Adam, in u hat Bowreor ſhade 
Thou find' ſt him from the heat of Noon retir 'd, 
To reſpit his day-labour with repaſt, 

Or with repoſe; and ſuch diſcourſe bring on, 
As may adviſe him of his happie ſtate, 
Happineſs in his power left free to will, 

Left to his own free Will, his Will though ſree, 
Vet mutable ; whence warne him to beware 
uy ſwerve not too ſecure : tell him withall 


— — — 


Among {weet dewes and flours; where any row 


neck 


To wed her Elm; ſhe {por d about him tu ines 


With pittie Heav'ns high King, and to himcalld | 220 


His marriage with the ſcaventimes-wedded * 
Raphael, ſaid hee, thou hcar'ſt what ſtir on Earth 
Satan from Hell ſcap't through the darkſom Gulf 


| 
| 
| 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend * 
| 


His | 
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By violence, no, for that ſhall be withſtood, | 
But by deceit and liesz this let him know, | 
Leaſt wilfully tranſgreſſing he pretend 
Surpriſal, unadmoniſht, unforewarnd, 
| So ſpaketh' Eternal Father, and fulfilld 
All Juſtice : nor delaid the winged Saint 
| After his charge receivdz but from amon | 
' Thouſand Celeſtial Ardors, where he ſtoo | 
250 Vaild with his gorgeous wings, up ſpringing light 
| Flew through the midſt of Heavnʒth ange lie quires 
On each hand parting, to his ſpeed gave way 
[Through all th' * — road 3 till at the Gate 
Ot Heav'n arriv d, the gate ſelt . opend wide 
On golden Hinges turning, as by work 
Divine the ſov'ran Architect had fram'd. 
From hence, no cloud or, to obſtruct his ſight, 
Starr interpoſd, how ever {mall he ſees, 
Not unconforme to other ſhining Globes, 
260 Earth and the Gard'n of God, with Cedars crownd 
Above all Hills. As when by night the Glaſs | 
Of Galileo, leſs aſſur d, obſerves 
[magind Lands and Regions inthe Moon: 
Or Pilot from amidſt the Cyclades 
Delos or Samos firſt appeering kenns 
A cloudy ſpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He ſpeeds, and through the vaſt Ethereal Skie 
S iiles between worlds & worlds, with ſteddie wing 
Now on the polar windes, then with quick Fanne 
270] Winnows the buxom Air; till within ſoare f 
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Ok Towring Eagles, to all the fowles he ſeems 
A Tex, gat d by all, as that ſole Bird 24 
When to enthrine his reliques in the Sunn s | 
Bright Temple, to Age Theb's he flies. 
At once on th' Eaſtern cliff of Paradiſe 
He lights, and to his proper ſhape returns 
A Seraph wingd ; ſix wings he wore, to ſhade | 
His lineaments Divine; the pair that clad | 
Each ſhoulder broad, came mantling o're his breſt 
With regal Ornament ; the middle pair | 
Oirt like a Starrie Zone his waſte, and round | 
Skirted his loines and thighes with downie Gold 
And colours dipt in Heav'n 3 the third his feet 
Shaddowd from either heele with featherd maile 
Skie · tinctur d grain. Like e ſon he ſtood, | 
And ſhook his Plumes, that Heav'nly fragrance filld 
The circuit wide. Strait knew himall the bands | 
Of Angels under watch; and to his ſtate, | 
And to his meſſage high in honour riſe 3 | 
For on ſom meſſage high they gueſsd him bound. 290 
Thir glittering Tents he paſsd , and now is come | 
Into the bliſul field, through Groves of Myrrhe, 
And flouring Odours, Cafha, Nard, and Balmez | 
A Wilderneſs of ſweets; for Nature here | 
Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will 
Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more ſweet, 
Wilde = rule or art; enormous bliſſe. 
Him through the ſpicie Forreſt onward com 
Adam diſcernd, as in the dore he fat 
Of his coole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun | 300 
Shot down direct his fervid raites, to warme | 
_ hs inmoſt womb, more warmththen4dam need 
And 
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And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd 

For dinner favourie fruits, of taſte ro pleaſe 
True appetite, and not diſreliſhthirſt 

Of nectarous draughtsbetween,from milkie ſtream, 
Berrie or Grape: to whom thus Adam call'd. 

; Haſte hither Eve, and worth thy ſight behold 
Faſtward among thoſe Trees, what glorious ſhape 

310 Comes this way moving; ſeems another Morn 

Ris n on mid noon; ſom great beheſt from Heav'n 

To us perhaps he brings, and will voutſafe 

This day to be our Gueſt, But goe with ſpeed, 
And what thy ſtores contain, bring forth and poure 

Abundance, fit to honour and receive 

Our Heav'nly ſtranger ; well we may afford 

Qur givers thir owa gifts, and large beſtow 

From large beſtowd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburd'ning grows 

320 | More truittul, which inſtructs us not to ſpare. 

To whom thus Eve. 4dam,earths hallowd mould, 
Of God inſpir d, {mall ſtore will ſerve, where ſtore, 
All ſeaſons, ripe for uſe hangs on the (talk; 

Save what by trugal ſtoring Preſs gains 

To nouriſh, and ſuperfluous moiſt conſumes: 
But I will haſte — from each bough and break, 
Each Plant & jucieſt Gourd will pluck ſuch choice 
To entertain our Angel gueſt, as hee 

Beholding ſhall confeſs that here on Earth 

330 God hath diſpenſt his bounties as in He: v'n. 

So ſaying , with diſpatchful looks in haſte 
Sheturns, on hoſpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chuſe for delicacie belt, 
What order, ſo contriv'd as not to mix 


Taſtes, 


1 
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Taſtes, not well joynd, inelegant, but bring 


Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 
Whatever Earth all- bearing Mother yeilds 
In 1#dis Eaſt or Weſt, or middle ſhoare 
In Pontus or the Punic Coaſt, or where 
Alcinows reign'd, fruit of all kindes, in coate, 
Rough, or ſmooth rin d, or bearded huſk, or ſhel] 
She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board 


She cruſhes, inoffenſive mouſt, and meathes 
From many a berrie, and from ſweet kernels 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor theſe to hol 


With Roſe and Odours frem the ſbrub unfum'd. 
Mean while our Primitive great Sire, to meet 
His god · like Gueſt, walks forth, without more train 
Aagompani'd then with his own compleat 
Perfections, in himſelf was all his ſtate, 

More ſolemn then the tedious that waits 
On Princes, when thir rich Retinue long 

Of Horſes led, and Grooms beſmeard with Gold 
Dazles the croud, and ſets them all agape. 
Neerer his preſence Adam though not awd, 

Yet with ſubmiſs approach and reverence meek, 
As to a ſuperior Nature, bowing low, 

Thus ſaid. Native of Heay'a, for other place 
None can then Heav n ſuch glorious ſhapg contain 
Since by deſcending from the Thrones above, 
Thoſe happie places thou haſt deigad a while ., 
To want, and honour theſe, voutſafe with us 
Two onely, who yet by fov'ran gift poſleſs 


Taſte aſter taſte upheld with kindlieſt change, - 


Heaps with unſparing hand; for drink the Grape 


Wants her fit yeſlels pure, then ſtrews the ground | 
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This ſpacious grou nd, in hender ſhadie Bowre 
To , and what the Garden choiceſt bears 


| 


Oft three that in Mount aa naked ſtrove, 


To viit thee: lead on then where thy Bowre 


To (it and taſte, till this meridian heat 
Be over; and the Sun more coole decline. 

Whom thus the Angelic Vertue anſwerd milde. 
Adam, | therefore tame, nor utt thou ſuch 
Created, or ſuch place haſt here to dwell, 

As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heav'n 


Oreſhades ; fort heſe mid-hours, till Eevning rife 

I have at will. So to the Silvan Lodge 

_ came, that like Pomona's Arbour {mil'd 

With flourets deck't and fragrant ſmells; but Eve 
Undeckt, fave with her ſelf more lovely fair 
Then Wood-Nymph,or the faireſt Goddeſs feign'd 


Stood to entertain her gueſt from Heav'n; no vaile 
Shee needed, Vertue-proof, no thought infirms 
Alterd her cheek. On whom the Angel Haile 
Beſtowd, the holy ſalutation us'd 

Long after to bleſt Marie, ſecond Eve. 

| Haile Mother of Mankind, whoſe fruitful Womb 
Shall fill the World more numerous with thy Sons 
Then with theſe various fruits the Trees of God 
Have heap'd this Table. Rais'd of graſſie terf 
Thir Table was, and moſſie ſeats had round, 
And on her ample Square from ſide to ſide 

All Autun pil'd, though Spring and Aatums here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while diſcourſe they hold;] 


No fear leſt Dinner coole 3 when thus began 

Our Authour. Heav'nly ſtranger, pleaſe to taſte 
Theſe bount ies which our Nouriſher, from 12 
All; 
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| ( Whole praiſe be ever ung). to man in part 


From all his alimental redompence yes by 
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The Earth to yeild; unſavourie food erhaps : | ; 
To ſpiritual Natures; only this L know, 

That one Celeſtial Father-gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 


N my o of pureſt Spirits be found 

o ingrateful food: and food alike thoſe pure 
latelligeatial ſubſtances require 

As doth your, Rational 3 and bath contain 

Within them every lower facultie 

Of ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſre, ſmell aouch, taſte, 
Taſting concoct, Agel aſſimilate; 

And curporeal to incorporeal turn, ; 

For know, whatever was created, needs 

To be ſuſtaind and fed 4 of Clements. 

The groſler feeds the purer,-earth! the fea, 

Earth and the Sea feed Air, the Air thoſe Fires 
Ethereal, and as — firſt 2 — 8 10 
Whence het viſage tound Pats unpur 
Vapours Hot et inte her ſubſtance uad. 

Nor dot h the Moon no noutrihmeni — a 
From her moiſt Continent to * Orbes. 
The Sun that, light imparts to all Fecalves,. | 


— humid exhalations, and at Even 

Sups with the Ocean: though in Heay' the Trees 
Of life ambroſial frutage bear, and vines (Morn 
Veild Neftar, though from off the boughs each 
We bruſh, weVitluous Demes, and hind the ground 
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an d with peatly an * God:hath here 
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Varied his bounty ſo witchnew delights, 
may c with Heaven; and to taſte 
hinkriott ſhalſ be nde. So down they far, 
And to thir viands fell, nor ſeemingly 
The Angel, nor in miſt, the common gloſs 
Of Theolegians, but with keen diſpatch 
Of real hunger and concoctive heate 


Through Spirits with eaſe; nor wonder; i 


To tranſubſtantiate; what redounds, tranſpires 
4 by fire 

Of ſooty coal the Empirie Alchimilt 

Can turh; or holds it poſſible to turn 


. | Metals of droſſieſt Ore to perfet Gold 


As fromthe Mine. Mean while at Table Eve 
Miniſterd naked, and thir flowing cups 

With pleaſant liquors crown'd e O innocence + ' 
Deſerving Parade | if ever, then, ALA 50 7 
Then had the Sotis-of God exeuſe to have bin 


Enamour d at that ſight; but 16 thoſe heart? 
Loveunlibidinous reigid, nor jealouſie é 


* underſtood, the injur d Lovers Hell. 


Thuꝝ when wich weats 8c driaks they had ſufffe d. 


Not burd ad Nature ſudden mind aroſe © * 


In ada nö #6 let i occafion' pa 

Given him by this great Conference to know * 
Of things above his World, and of thir bei | 
Who dwell in Heav'y, whoſe excellence he ſaw 
Tranſcend his n ſo farr, whoſe radiant forms 
Divine eſffulgence, whoſe high Power ſo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary ſpeech 
Thus to th Empyreal Miniſter be framd. 
Inhabit ant with God, now know I welt! 0 


Thy tv, in chi henour done to mann 
2217 4 Under: 
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Under whoſe lowly roof thou haſt voutſaf t 

To enter, and theſe earthly fruits to taſte, 

Food not of Angeh., yet accepted fo, 

As that more willingly thou couldſt not ſeem 

At Heav'ns high feaſts to have fed: yet what com- 
To whom the'winged Hierarch repli'd. (pare? 

O Adam, one Almightie is, from whom iS 

All things proceed and up to him return, 

If not deprav'd from good, created all 

Such to perfection, one firſt matter all, 

lndu'd with various forms, various degrees 

Of ſubſtance, and in things that live, of life ; 

But more refin'd, more ſpiritous, and pure, 

As neerer to him plac't or neerer tending 

Each in thir ſeveral active Sphears aſſignd, 

Till body up to ſpirit work, in bounds 

Proportiond to each kind. So from the root (leaves 

Springs lighter the green ſtalk, from thence the 

More aerie, laſt the bright conſummate floure 

Spirits odorous breathes: flours and thir fruit 

Mans nouriſhment, by gradual ſcale ſublim'd 

To vital Spirits aſpire, to animal, 

To intellectual, give both life and ſenſe, 

Fanſie and — 4 hence the ſoule 

Rea ſon receives; and reaſon is her being, 

Diſcurſive, or latuitive; diſcourſe 

Is ofteſt yours, the latter moſt is ours, 

Differing but in degree, of kind the ſame. 

Wonder not then, what God for you ſaw good 

f T refuſe not, but convert, as you; 

To proper ſubſtance ; time may come when men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

| No 
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No inconvenieat Diet, nor too light Fare: 

And from theſe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at laſt turn all to Spirit, 
Improv'd by tract of time, and wingd aſcend 
Ethereal, as, wee, or may at choice 

Here or in Heav'aly Paradiſes dwell; 

If ye be found obedient , and retain 

Unalterably firm his love entirg 

Whoſe progenie you are. Mean while enjoy 
Your fill what happineſs this happie ſtate 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 

To whom the Patriarch of mankind repli'd. 

O favourable ſpirit, propitious guelt, 

Well haſt thou taught the way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the ſcale of Nature ſet 
From center to circumference, whereon 

la contemplation of created thi 


$20 


* ſteps we may aſcend to God. But ſay, 

hat meant that caution joind, if ye be found 
Obedient f can wee want obedience then 

To him, or ly his love deſert 

Who formd us from the duſt, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmoſt meaſure of what bliſs 
Human deſires can ſeek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happie, owe.40 God ; 
That thou continu'ſt ſuch, owe to thy ſelf, 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ſtand. 


A 


This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advis'd. 
God made.thee perfer, not immutable ; 

And good be made thee, but to perlevere 

He left it inthy power, ordaind thy will 

By 


— 


ä 


[To love or not; in this we ſtand or fall: 


| 


' Acreal Muſic ſend : nor knew I not 
'To be, both will and deed created free; 


| 


By nature free, not over-ruF'd by Fate 
Inextricable, or ſtrict neceſſityʒ 

Our voluntarie fervice he requires, 

Not our neceſſitated, ſuch with him 
Findes no acceptance, nor can find, for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tri'd whether they ſerve 
Willing or no, who will but what they muſt 

By Deſtinie, and can no other chooſe ? 

My ſelf and all th' Angelic Hoſt that ſtand 


On other ſurety none; freely we ſerve. 


In light of God enthron'd, our happie ſtate 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds; 


Becauſe wee freely love, as in our will 


And ſom are fall'n, to diſobedience fall'n, 

And ſo from Heav'n to deepeſt Hell; O fall 

From what high ſtate of bliſs into what woe! 
To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words 

Attentive, and with more delighted care 

Divine inſtructer, I have heard, then when 

Cherubic Songs by night from neighbouring Hills 


Yet that we never ſhall forget to love 

Our maker, and obey him whoſe command 
Single, is yet ſo juſt, my conſtant thoughts 

Aſſur d me and (till aſlure: though what thou tellſt 
Hath paſt in Heav'n, ſom doubt within me move, 
But more dehire to hear, if thou conſent, 

The full relationg which muſt needs be ſtrange, |, 
Worthy of Sacred kilence to be heard ; 

And we have yet large day, for ſcarce the Sun 
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Had 
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ö þ | Hath finiſhe half his journey, and ſcarce begins 
560 


His other half in the great Zone of Heav'n. 

Thus Adam made requeſt, and Rabe 
After ſhort pauſe aſſenting, thus began. 

High matter thou injoinſt me, O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard, for how ſhall 1 relate 
To human ſenſe th inviſible exploits 
arring Spirits 3 how without remorſe 
The ruin of ſo many glorious once 
And perfet while they ſtood ; how laſt unfould 
The ſecrets of another world, — 
Not law ful to reveal ? yet for thy good 
This is diſpenc't, and what ſurmounts the reach 
Of human ſenſe, 1 ſhall delineate fo, 
By lik · ning ſpiritual to co | forms, 
As may expreſs them beſt, though what if Earth 
Be but the ſhaddow of Heav'n, and things therein 
Each to other like, more then on earth is thought? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde 
Reignd where theſe Heav'ns now rowl, where Earth 
Upon her Center pois'd, when on a day (now reſts 
(For Time, though in Eternitie, appli d 
To motion, meaſures all things durable 
By preſent, paſt, and future) on ſuch day 
As Heav'ns great Year brings forth, th' Empyreal 
Of Angels by Imperial ſummons call'd, ( Hoſt 


lanumerable before th* Almighties Throne 
Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appeerd 
Under thir Hierarchs in orders bright 

Ten thouſand thouſand Enſignes high advanc'd, 
Standards, and Gonfalons twixt Van and Reare 
Streame in the Aire, and for diſtinction ſerve 


Ot 


— 
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: 
| 


[© Pandiſe hft 


þ . 


—— I — 
Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees 3 

Or in thir glittering Tiſlucs bear imblaz q 

Holy Memorials, acts of Zeale and Love 
Recorded eminent. I hus when in Orbes 


Ot circuit inexpreſlible they ſtood, 
Orb within Ord, the Father infinite, 


| Brightneſs had made invitible, thus ſpake. * 


By whom in bliſs imboſom'd fat the Son, 
A midſt as from a flaming Mount, wholeep 


Hear all ye Angels, Progenie of Light, (ers, 600 
Thrones, Dominations,Princedoms, Vertues, Pow-| 
Hear my Decree, which unrevok't ſhall ſtand. 
This day I have whom l declare | 
My onely Son, and on this holy Hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand ; your Head I him appoint; 
And by my Self have {worn to him ſhall bow | 
All knees in Heav'n, and ſhall confeſs him Lord: | 
Under his great Vice-gerent Reign abide 
— * individual Soule | | 
fror ever Kappe: mim w ilobe yes | 
Mee difobeyes, breaks union, and that day 
| Caſt out from God and bleſſed viſion, falls 
Into utter darkneſs, deep ingulft, his place 
Ordaind without tedemption, without end. | 
80 ſpake th Omaipotent, and with his words 
All ſeemd well — ſeem'd, but were not all. 
| That day, as other folem dayes, they ſpent 
In ſong and dance about the . ill, 

Myſtical dance, which yonder ſtarrie Spheare ' 820 
Of Planets and of fit in all her Wheeles * - 
Reſembles neareſt, mazes intricate, 


| | S Ec- 
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| Eccentric, inter voly d, yet — — 
Then moſt, when moſt irregulat they feem : 
And in thir motions harmunie Divine 
So ſmoot hs her charming tones, that Gods own ear 
Liſtens delighted. Eevmng approachd 
(For we have alſo our Fevning and our Morn, 
We ours for — delectable, not need) 
630 Forthwith from dance to ſweet repaſt they turn 
| Deſirous, all in Circles.as they ſtood, 
Tables arc fer, and on a ſudden pil'd 
With Angels Food, aud tubied Nectar flows : 
Ia Pearl, in Diamond, and maſſie Gold, 
Fruit of delicious Vines, the growth of Heav'n. 
They eat, —_— and with refection ſweet 
Are fil d, ore th' ail bounteous Ki who 
With copious hand,rejoycing in thir toy. honed 
[Now when a ial — with Clouds ex bad 
640 Fromtbat — — —— ght be ſhade 
Spring bot h, t he face igbteſt Heav'n had changd 
10 — T wilight (For Night comes not there 
la darker veile) and raſear Deu diipes'd 
All but the unfleeping cyes of God to reſt, 
Wide over all the Plam, and wider farr 
Then all this globou Earth in Plain ourſpred, 
(Such are the Courts of God) T* Angelic throng 
Difper(t in Bands dad Files thir Comp extend 
By living Streams among the Trees of Life, 
| 650) Pavilions numberleſs, and ſudden teard, 
| Celeſtial Tabernacles, where they ſlept (courſe 
| Fannd with cook Winds, ſave thoſe who in thir 

Melodious Hymns about the ſovran Throne 


1 


| 


| Alternate all night long: but not fo wak d 


Satan, 


__—_—. 
— — 
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tan, ſo call bim now, his hs former name 
[s heardno more Heavn 4 he of the firſt, 
If not the rſt Arch - Angel, go in Power, 


la favour and preeminence —_— 
With covie — God, at day 
reat Father, aad ad 


Honourd by ts 


With all his Legion c diflodge,and 
— unobey d the Throne ſupream 


Conte mptuous, and his next ſubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in ſecret ſpake. 
| Sleepſt chow dear, what 


ay, folate hath paſt the lips 


ns Almighti 
Waſt wore, I mine to thee was wont to impart 5 
Roth waking we were one; how thencan now 


Thy deep 


can 


Companion 
a Su and remembreſt what Decree (cloſe 
of ie. Thou to me thy thoughts 


' New Laws from him who reigas, new minds may 
In us who ſerve, pew Coumſeh, to debate (raiſe 


What doubefulmay enſue, more inchis place 
To utter h not ſafe. Atlemble thou 

Of alt choſe Myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim Night 
Her ſhadowie Cloud withdraws, I am to haſte, 
And all who under me thir Banners wave, 
Homeword with flying march where we pollels 
Ihe Quarters of the North, there10 prepare 

S 2 
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Fit 


> new Laws than feeſt i d | 


: 


| 
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690 Iutends to pals triumphant, and ive La 
| So ſpake the falſe — 


Fit entertainment to receive our King 
[The great Ateſſi ab, and his new commands, 
| Who ſpeedily through all the Hierarchics 


wy, 
nd infus'd 
Bad influence into th unwarie breſt 


| Of his Afﬀlociatez hee together calls, 


700 


Or ſeveral one by one, the Regent Powers, 

— — ent, tells, as he —.— 1 
That gh commanding; now cre , 
Now ere dim Night had difiacumberd Heav'n, 
The great Hierarchal Standard was to move 4 
Tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts between 
Ambiguous words and jealoulies, to ſound 

Or taint integritie ; but all obey'd 

The wonted ſignal, and ſuperior voice 

Of thir great [Potentate ʒ for great indeed 


His name, and high was his degree in Heav'n 

His count'nance, as the Morning Starr that guides 
The ſtarric flock, allur'd them, and with lyes 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'ns Hoſt : 
Mean while th Eternal eye, whoſe —— diſcernes 
Abſtruſeſt thoughts, from forth hi y Mount 


710 And from within the golden Lamps that burne 


| Amo 


| 


—̈—ñ— — _ - . — — 


| Nightly before him faw without thir light 
[Rebellion riſmg, ſa in whom, how ſpeed 1 
the {uns of Morn, what multitudes | 
Were banded to oppole his high Decree 4 | 
And ſmiling to bis onely Son thus ſaid. | 
Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full reſplendence, Heir ot all my might, 
Neerly it now concernes us to be ſure | 
Ot, 


— 


- 
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M our Omnipotence, and with what Arms | 
We mean to bold what anciently we claim 720 
Of Deitic or Empire, ſuch a foe 1 
Is riling, who intends to erect his Throne | 
Equal to ours, throughout the ſpaciuus North; 
Nor ſo content, hath in his thought to trie | 
In battel, what our Power tis, or our right. | 
Let us advile, and to this hazard draw 

With ſpeed what force is left, and all imploy 
ſo vur defence, leſt unawares we loſe 

[This our high place, our SanQuarie, our Hill. 
| Towhom the Son wh calm aſpect andcleer „30 

Ligbt ning Divine, ine flable, ſerene, | 

Made anſwer. Mightie Father, thou thy foes | 

Juſtly haſt in derifion, and ſecure | 

| 


Laugh'(t at thir vain deſignes and tumules vain, 
Matter to mee of Glory, whom thir hate 
Illuſtrates, when they ſce all Regal Power 
Giv'n me to quell thir pride, — in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to ſubdue 

Thy Rebels, or be found the worlt in Heav'n. 

So ſpake the Son, but Satan with his Powers 
Farr was advanc't on winged ſpeed, an Hoſt 
Innumerable as the Starrs of Night, 

Or Starrs of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flouer. | 
Regions they pals d, the mightic Regencies | 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and T hrones | 


la thir triple Degrees, Regions to which 
All thy Dommion, Adee, 1s no more 

Then what this Garden is to all the Earth, | | 
And all the Sca, from one entire globoſe [756 
Stretcht | 
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Stretcht into Longitude ; which having paſs d 

At length into the limits of the North 

They came, and $4ta# to his Royal ſcat 

High on a Hill, far blazing, asa Mount 

Rar'd on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs 

From Diamond Quarries hew'n, & Rocks of Gold, 

The Palace of great Lucifer, (ſo call 

That Structure in the Dialect of men 

interpreted) which not long after, hee 

Aﬀecing all cquality with God, 

In imitation of that Mount whereon 

Meſſiah was declar'd in ſight of Heav'n, 

The Mountain of the ation call'd ; 

For thither he aſſembl d all his Train, 

Pretending ſo commanded to conſult 

About the great reception of thir King, 

Thither to come, and with calumnious Art 

Of counterfeted truth thus held thir cars. 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedomes, Vertues, 

If theſe magnihc Titles yer remain (Powers, 

Not meerly titular, ſince by Decree 

Another how hath to himſelf ingrols't 

All Power, and us eclipſt under the name 

Of King anointed, for whom all this haſte 

Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here, 

This onely to conſult how we may beſt 

With what may be devis'd of honours new 

Receive him coming to receive from us 

Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proſtration vile, | 

| 


Too much to one, but double how endur'd, 
To one and to his image now proclaim'd? 
But what if better counſels might erect 


— — — — — 
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Our minds and teach us to caſt oft this Yoke ? 
Will ye ſubmit your necks, and chuſe to bend 
The (apple knee ye will not, if I truſt 

lo know ye right, or if ye know your ſelves 
Natives and Sons of Heav'n poſleſt before 
oy none, and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free; for Orders and Degrees 

Jarr not with liberty, but well conhit. 

Who can in reaſon then or right aſſume 
Monarchie over ſuch as live by right 

His equals, if in power and ſplendor lefs, 

ln freedome equal or can introduce 

Law and Edict on vs, who without law 

Erre not, much lefs for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration to th* abuſe 

Of thoſe Imperial Titles which aflert 

Our — ordain'd to govern, not to ſerve? 


Had audience, when among the Seraphim 


The Deitic, and divine commands obei d, 
Stood up, and in a flame of reale ſevere 
The current of his fury thus oppor'd. 

O argument blaſphemous, falſe and proud! 
| Words which no care ever to hear in Heiv'n 
| Expected, leaſt of all from thee, ingrate 
In place thy ſelf ſo high above thy Peeres. 
Canſt thou with impious ohloquie condemne 
The juſt Decree of God, pronounc't and (worn 
That to his only Son by right endu'd 
With Regal Scepter, every Soule in Hoav'n 
— bend the knee, and in that honour due 


———— —— 
—— 
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Abdicl, then whom none with more reale ador'd 


, 


Cootet: 


. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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Thus farr his bold diſcourſe without cortroule 805 | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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Conte is him rightful King ? unjult thou ſaiſt 


4 
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Flatly unjuſt, to binde with Laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let Reigne, 
One over all with unſucceeded power. | 


| | Shalt thou give Law to God, ſhalt thou diſpute 
| 820| With him the points of libertie, who made 


T hee what thou art, & formd the Pow'rs of Heav'n 
Such as he pleaſd, and circumſcrib d thir being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how — 
And of our good, and of our dignitic 

How provident he is, how fart trom thought 

To make us leſs, bent rather to exalt 

Our happie ſtate under one Head more neer 
United. But to grant it thee unjuſt, 

T hat equal over equals Monargh Reigne : 


Thy ſelt though great & glorious duſt thou count, 


Or all Angelic Nature joind in one, 

Equalto Fim begotten Son, by whom | 
As by his Word the mighty Father made | 
All things, ev'n thee, and allthe Spirns of Heav n 
3y him created in thir bright degrees, 

Crownd them with Glory, & to thir Glory nam'd 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 


| 


But more illuſtrious made, ſince 
240] One of our number thus reduc't becomes , 


And tempt not theſe 3; but haſt u to appeaſe 


Eflential Powers, nor by his — obicur d, (ers 
e the Head | 

His Laws our Laws, all honour to him done | 
Returns our own. Ceaſe then this impious rage, | 


Th'incenſed Father, and th incenſed Son, | 
While Pardon may be found in time beſought. | 


So ſpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale 
No 
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None ſeconded, as out of ſeaſon judg'd, 
Or fingulat and raſh, whereat te joic d 
Id Apoſtat, and more haughty thus repli'd. 
That we were formd then ſaiſt thou? & the work | 850 
Of ſecondarie hands, by task transferd 
From Father to his Sonꝰ ſtrange point and new ! 
Doctria which we would know whence learnt: who 
When this creation was? rememberit thou (ſaw! 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 
We know no time when we were not as now z; 
Know none before us, ſelf · begot, ſelt · rais d 
By our own quick ning power, when fatal courſe 
Had circl'd his full Orbe, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heav'n, Ethereal Som. | 860 
Our puiſlance is our own, our own right hand | 
Shall teach us __ deeds, by proot to try 
Who is our equal : then thou ſhalt behold | 
Whether by ſupplication we intend | 

/ 

| 


k 


Addreſs, and to begirt th' Almighty Throne 
Beſeeching or befieging. This report, 
Theſe tidings carrie to th anointed King; 
And y, ere —— thy flight. | 
He laid, and as the found of waters deep | 
Hoarce murmur echo d to his words applauſe 870 
Through the infinite Hoſt, nor leſs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearleſs, though alone | 
Encompals d round with foes, thus anſwerd bold. 
O alienate from God, O ſpirit accurſt, 
Forſak'n of all good; I ſee thy fall 
Determind, and thy hapleſs crew involv'd 
la this perfidious fraud, contagion =_ 
Both of thy crime and pa * | 
| 0 
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No more be troubl d how to quit the yoke 
980 Of Gods Ade; thoſe indulgent Laws 

| Will not be now voutſaf t, other Decrees 
Againſt thee are gon forth without recall; 

| That Golden Scepter which thou didſt reject 
Is now an Iron Rod to bruiſe and breake 
Thy diſobedience. Well thou didſt adviſe, 
Let not for thy adviſe or threats I fly 


Di iſn not: for ſoon expect to feel 
890 His Thunder on thy head, devouring fire, 
Then who created thee lamenting learne, 


lapendene, raging into ſudden flame 
gu 


| $o ſpake the Seraph Abdel faithful found, 
Among the faithleſs, faithful only hee; 
Among innumerable falſe , unmov d, 
'Unſhak'n, unſeduc'd, unterrifi'd 

His Loyaltie he kept, his Love, his Zeale ; 
Nor number, nor example with him wrought 


Long way through hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſu 
Superior, hor of violence fear d aught ; 
And with retorted ſcorn his back he turn'd 


The End of the Fifth Book. 
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| Theſe wicked Tents devoted, leaſt the wrauth 


When who can uncreate thee thou ſhilt know. 


To ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
900 Though ſingle. From amidſt them forth he pa ſed, 


ind 


On thoſe proud Tors to ſwift deſtruttion doom'd. 
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ILL night the dreadleſs — d. | 
| T brough Heav os — held 


7 his way, till Morn, | 
& Wak't by the circling Hours, with| 
robe hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There 
is a Cave 
Within the Mount of God, faſt by his Throne, 
Where light and darkneſs in perpetual round | 
'Lodg e und — urns,which makes through 
Grateful viciſkeude;like Day and Might; (Heav'o| 
Light iſſues forth, aud at the other dore 
Obſequicus darknefs enters, till her houre (well 10 
To veile the Hen, though darkneſs theremight| + 
Scem twilight here; and aow vent forth rhe op 
Such as in higheſt Heavingarmyd: in/Gold- 
Empyraal ,'from before Aer vaniſht Night, 
| I 2 Shot 
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30 


40 


7 lead forth to Battel theſe my Sans 


Shot through with orient Beams:when all the Plain 
Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and flaming A and fierie Steeds 
Ne flecting blaze on blaze, met his view: 

| Warr he perceav'd, warr in procinct, and found 
| Already known what he for news had thought 


To have 0 ie : gladly then he mixt 


Among thoſef riendly Powers who him receav d 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one 
That of ſo many Myriads fall'n, yet one 
Returndnot loſt : On to the facred hill 
They led him high applauded, and preſent 
Before the ſcat fupream 3 from whence a voice 
From midſt a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard. 

Servant of God,well done, well haſt thou fought 
The bettet fight, who ſingle haſt maintaind 

inſt revolted multitudes the Cauſe 
Truth, in word mightier then they in Armes; 

And for the teſtimonie of Truth haſt born 
Univerſal reproach, far worſe to beare 
Then violence : for this was all thy care 
To ſtand approv'd in fight of God, though Worlds 
Judg'd thee perverſe : the eafier conqueſt now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoſt of friends, 
Back. on thy foes more glorious to return 
Then ſcornd thou did(t depart, and to fubdue 
By force, who reaſon for thir Law refuſe, 
Right reaſon for thir Law, and for thir King 
Mejſrah, who by right of merit Reigns. 


{Goe Michael of Celeſtial Armies Prince, 


And thau in Military proweſs next 


Invin- 


— 
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Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By Thouſands and by Milliens rang d for fight; 
Equal in number to that Godleſs crew 
Rebellious, themwith Fire and hoſtile Arms 
Fearleſs aflault, and to the brow of Heav'n 
Purſuing drive them out from God and blils, 
Into thir place of puniſhment, the Gulf 
Of Tartarwe, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receave thir fall. 

So ſpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began 
To darken all the Hill, and ſmoak torowl 
ln duskie wreathes, teluctant flames, the ſigne 
Of wrauth awak't: nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow : 
At which command the Powers Militant, 
That ſtood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate joyn'd 
Of Union irreſiſtible, mov'd on 
In ſilence thir bright Legions, to the ſound 
Of inſtrumental Harmonie that breath'd 
Heroic Ardor to advent rous deeds 
Under thir God-like Leaders, in the Cauſe 
Of God and his A On they move 


lndiſſolubly firm; nor obvious Hill, 

Nor ſtreĩt ning Vale, nor Wood, nor Stream divide 
Thir perfet ranks ; for high above the ground 
Thir march was, and the pafhve Air upbore 
Thir nimble tread ; as when the total kind 
Of Birds in orderly array on wing 

Came ſummond over Eden to receive 

Thir names of thet ; ſo over many a tract 


Tenfold the length of this terrene : at laſt 


Farr 


Of Heav'n they march'd,and many a Province 2 
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Farr in th' Horizon to the North appeer'd 
From skirt to skirt a ſietie Region, ſtreteht 
In battailous aſpect, and neerer view 


Briſtid with upright beams innumerable 


Of rigid Spears, and Helmets throng d, and Shields 
Various, with boaltful Argument portraid, 

The banded Powers of Satan haſting on 

With furious expedition; for they weend 


That ſelf ſame day by fight, or by ſurprize 
To win the Mount of God, and on his Throne 


To ſet the envier of his State, the proud | 
Aſpirer, but thir thoughts prov'd” fond and vain 
In the mid way: though i ſtrange to us it ſeemd 
At firſt, that Angel ſhould with Angel warr, 


And in fieree hoſt ing meet, ho wont to meet 


So oft in Feſtivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as ſons of one great Sire 
Hymning th" Eternal Father: but the ſhout 


| Of Battel now began, and ruſhing ſound 
Oft onſet ended ſoon each milder thought. 
High in the midſt exalted as a Gd 


Th' Apoſtat in his dun braghe Chaviot ſate 
Idol of Majeſtie Divine,  enclos'd 


With Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields; 
— oe from his gorgeous Throne, for now 
Twixt Hoſt and -Hoft but narrow ſpace was left, 
A dreadful interval, and Front to Front 
Preſented ſtood in terrible array 

Of hideous length: before the cloudie Van, 

On the rdugh edge of bartel! ere it joyn'd, 


Stam with vaſt and haughtie ſtridesladvanct, | 


| Came towring,;armd in Adamant and Gul 


Abdiel 
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Abdiel that ſight egdur'd not, where he ſtood 
Among the mightieſt, bent op higheſt deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 


Should yet remain, where faith and realtie 
Remain.notz wherfore ſhould not ſtrength & might 
There fail where Vertue fails, or weakeſt prove 


1 


Where boldeſt z though to ſight unconquerable? 
His puiſlance, truſting in th Almightie's aide, | 
I mean to try, whoſe Reaſon I havetri'd 
Unſound and falſe ; nor is it aught but juſt, 
That he who in debate af Truth hath won, 
Should win in Arms, in both difputes alike 
Victor; though brutiſh that conteſt and foule, 
When Res ſon bathto deal with force, yet ſo 
Moſt reaſon is thatReaſon overcome, 

So pondering, and from-his armed Peers 
Forth ſtepping 'oppolite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 


- [Incens't,' and thus ſecurely him defi'd. 


Proud, art thou' met ? thy hope was to have 
The highth of thy aſpiring YnOPPoS'G, (reacht 
The Throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandond at the terror of thy Power 
Or potent tongue; fool, not to think how vain 
Againſt th 9 to riſe in Arms; 

Who out of ſmalleſt, things could without end 
Have rais d ineeſſant Armies to defeat 

Thy folly ; or with ſolitarie hand 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow 
Unaided could have finiſht thee; and whelmd 
Thy Legions under darkgels; hut thou ſeeſt 


O Heav'n! that ſuch reſemblance of the Higheſt}. 


| 
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All are not of thy Train; there be who Faith 
Prefer, and Pietie to God, though then 

To thee not viſible, when J alone 

Seemd in thy World erroneous to diſſent 

From all: my Sect thou ſeeſt, now learn too late 


Thy merited reward, the firſt aſſay 


(Unanſwerd leaſt thou boaſt) to let thee know; 


How few ſomtimes may know, when thouſands err. 
Whom the grand foe with ſcornful eye aſkance 
Thus anſwerd. 11] for thee, but in wiſht houre 
Of my revenge, firſt ſought for thou returnſt 
From flight, Editions Angel, to receave 


Of this right hand provok't, ſince firſt that tongue 
laſpir'd with contradiction durſt oppoſe 

A third part of the Gods, in Synod met 

Thir Deities to aſſert, who while they feel 
Vigour Divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou comſt 
Before thy tellows, ambitious to win 

From me ſom Plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
Deſtruction to the reſt : this pauſe between 


At firſt Ithought that Libertie and Heav'n 

To heav'aly Soules had bin all one; but now 

[ ſee that moſt through ſloth had rather ſerve, 

Miniſtring Spirits, traind up in Feaſt and Song; 

Such haſt thou arm'd, the Minſtrelſie of Heay'n, 

Servilitie with freedom to contend, 

As both thir deeds compar'd this day ſhall prove. 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern repli d. 

Apoſtat, (till thou errſt, nor end wilt find 

Of erring, from the path of truth remote: 


Unjuſtly thou deprav'ſt it with the name 
Of 


a 


— — 


- - — 
— — — — — — 


—— 


| Thy ſelf noteFree, Hut to ni ſelfienthrall'd'; 


|Th'Arch-angeſtrumpert;throughthe'yaſt of Heav n 
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Of Servitude ro ſerve whom God ordains, 
Or Nature; God aud Nature bid the fame, | 
When he who ruleb is werthieſt, and exceſls 
Them whom he governs. This is ſetvitude, 

To ſerveth' unwiſe, or him who hath rebelld 
Againſt his worthievs lt hide now ſerve thee, 


Yet leudly dart our thiniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy Kingdom, let mee ſerve 
In Heav'n'God ever blefled, and his Divine 
Beheſts ohe ys werthieſt rd be bd, bi . 
Yet Chains in Hell not Reale e : mean while 


Frbm mee xeturnd, as erſtthoufaidſt} from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious Creſt receive. 

So ſaying, a noble ſtroke helifted high, 
Whiehl hung not, but ſo ſwift with tempeſt fel 
On the proud Creſt of gata, that no ſighe (. 
Nor motiotrofſwift'thought,” fefb could his Shield 
Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge 

He back recoild ; the tenth on bended knge 
His maſſie Spext upſtaid ; as Mon Barth 17” 
Winds under ground orxvaters forcing way 
Sid elong, had puſht a Meutituin fro ſeat 
Half ſunk with all his Pines. Amazement ſeis d 


1 


The Rebel Thrones, but greater tage 60 ſee | 


Thus fond thir mightieſt, ours joy Id, and ſhout, 
Pre ſage of Victorie and fierce deſire | 
Of Zattel: whereat: Michael bid ſound 


It ſounded, and the faithful Armies rung 
Ho ſanna tovhe Highett : mor ſtood at gaze - 


I 


The adverſe Legions, nor leſs hidevus jon dd 
V The 
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The hqrrid ſhock : now ſtorming fur ie roſe, 
And clameur ſuch as heard in Heay'p till T 65 
Was never, Arms on Armour cleſhing bray'd, 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding W heeles 
Ot brazen Chariots rag'd 3 dire was the noiſe 
Of confli& ; over head the diſmal hiſs 
Of fiery Darts in flaming, volies flew,, 

And flying vaulted either Hoſt wit h fire. 

Sounder fierie Cope together ruſh'd 
Both Battels maine, with ruinous aſſault 

And inextingaiſhable rage; all Heava | 
Reſounded, and had Eazthbin then, all Earth 
Had to her Center ſhook. What wonder? when 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought 
On either ſide, the leaſt of whom could weild 
Thefe Elements, and arm him with.the farce , 
Of all thir Regions how much more of Power 
Araie againſt Armie mamberie(s to raiſe 
{Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 

Though not deſtroy, thir happis Native ſeat; 
Had not᷑ th Eternal King Omnipotent 
From his ſtrong hald of Heay'n high over-ru['d: 
And limited thir might 5 though numberd ſuch 
As each divided Legion might have ſeeind 

A numerous Hoſt, in ſtrength each armed hand 

A Legion; led in fight, yet Leader ſeemd 

Each Warriour ſingle as in Chief, expert 
When tu advance, ar ſtand, or turn the ſway 
Of Battel, open when, and when tocloſe 

The ridges of grim Warr; no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming dee 
That argu'd fear; each on himſelf teli d, 
| A, 


4 


| 
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As onely in bis arm the moment lay 

Of victorie; deeds af eternal fame 

Were don, but infinite: for wide was ſpred 
That Warr and various ; ſomtimes on firm ground 
A ſtanding ſight, then ſoariog on main wing 
Tormented all the Air all Air ſeemd then 
Conflictiog Fire: long time in ee ven ſcale 

The Battel hung 4 till Stan, who that day 
Prod igious power had fhewn, and met in Armes 
No equal, raungiog throug hit he dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 

Saw where the Sword of Michael ſmote, and fell'd 
Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed ſway 
Brandiſhe aloſt the horrid edge came down 
Wide waſting ; ſuch deſtruction to withſtand 

He haſted; and oppos d the rackie Orb 

Of tentold Ada mant, his le Shield 

A vaſt circumference : At his approach 

The great Arch- Angel from his warlike toile 
Surceas'd; and glad as hoping bere to end 
lnteſtine WiztinHeav'n, the arcty foe ſubdu'd 
Or Captive drag'd in Chains, with hoſtile frown 
And viſage all enflam'd firſt thus began. 

Author of evil, unknowy till thy revolt, 
Unnam'gin-Heav'n, now:plenteous, as thou ſeeſt 
Theſe Cs of hateful ſtrife hateſuſ to all, 

Though beavieſt hy juſt meaſure on thy ſelf 

And thy adherents : how haſt thbu diſturb'd 
Heav'ns bleſied peace; and into Nature brought 
iſerie, uncreated.rill the crime: hs 
thy Athelliodehowhaftthou dAlFd:. 
hy malie into thouſands;onte vprigbht 
* V 2 And 
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And faithtnl; nowprov'dfllſe; But think not there 
To trouble Holy Reſt; Heav'n caſts thee out 
From all her Confines. Heavu the feat of bliſs 
Brooks not the works of. violente ud Warr. 
Hence then, and evil goiwith thee vlorg!” 
Thy ofspriig) to the place-of &v#} Hell; 
Thou and thy wicked erew zrhere mingle broiles, 
Ere this av Sword begin thy doome, | 
Or ——— vengeance wing ff tom God 
Precipitate thewith —— ed pjEüue : % 
So ſpake the Priboe dae to hoc thus 
Lhe Adverſarie Nor think thou irh wind 
Ot airie threats toaw whom yet with deeds! 
Thou canſt not. Haſt thou turnd the —7 wha cheſe 
To flight; or if to full, but thai they: rife: | * 
Unvanquiſht; eabcr to tranſact wit mee | 
That thou ſhouldſt rkareroot ny ar: HH 
To chaſe me hence ? erte not that ſo ſnall end 
The ſtrife which thou call iſt evil, but er ſtyle” | 
The ſtrife uf Gtoried whyoti we'mban 00 Winz Li 
Or tum this Hoav'orit felf into +hetebl// 571: 151 
Thou ubleſt, here howeve® to dwell' frre, 
[f not to reign : meats while thy utmoſt force, 
And join him nam d Aimwightae:to thy aid, 
flie not, but have ſongh — 
They ended — addreſt for 
Unſpeakable ; for hoi thoug u ĩth rhe 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on Earth eonſpicnous, that may life: | 
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Now wav'd thir fterie Swords, and in the Mre 
Made horrid Circles; two broad Suns thir Shields 
Blaz'd oppolite, while-expetation ſtobd 
In horror 5 from each hand with ſpeed retir'd 

Where erſt was tbiekeſt fight, th Ange lie throng, 


And left large field, unſafe wit hin the ind 

Of ſuch commotion, ſuch as to ſet forth + - _y 
reat thingsby (mall, It Natures concord broke; | 

Among the Carltellations warr — — he 

Two Planets ruſhing from aſpect mallyue 
f fierceſt gppolition'in mid Skie, 77 


That might detetmime, and not nec repeste, 
As not of power, at once ; nor odds appeetd 


In wight or ſw ift prevention; but the {word 5 


Was gjyia him — ſoz that neither Kew 
Nor ſolid aught teſiſt that edge: it met! 
The ſ word of 8« with. ſterp force to ſmite 
Deſcending, arid in half cut ſheere, nor ſtaid ? * 
But with fvift bee le reverſe, oe fhat'd 
All hie Fight fide:x(then Aar fir lm pairs; !- 
And awithd him to and fro cu . 
The-gnding (word with difeontimigus wound 


Should combat, and thir jarring Sphears confound. | 
Togethetbeth-with next to Almighiie Arche! j 
Uplitted ĩmminent one ſtroke they νjẽ x 


re 


1 . him, but th! Ethereal ſubſtunde c le 
Not long divi £.and fromehbgaþA os 1 
| Ahufborũ e 
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al bis Armous ſtaind ere white fo bright. 
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orthwith on all des to his aide was run 


| By Angels many and ſtrong, who interpos'd 
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Defence, while others bore him on thir Shiclds 
Back to his Chariot ; where it ſtood retir'd 
From oft the files of wart; there they him laid 
Gnaſbing for anguiſh and 'deſpite and ſhame 

To find himſelf not matchleſs, and his pride 
Humbl'd by ſuch rebuke, ſo fart beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet ſoon he heal'd; tor Spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 

In Entrailes, Heart or Head, Liver or Reines, 
Cannot but by annihilatiog die; 

Nor jnthir liquid texture mortal wound _ - 
Receive, no more then can the fluid Aire: 

All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Eare, 
All Intellect, all Senſe, and as they pleaſe, 
They Limb themſelves, and colour, ſhape or ſize 
Aſlume, as likes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 

| Mean while in other parts like deeds deſeryd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel tought, 
And with Gerce Enſignes pierc'd the deep array 
Of Mole furious King, who him defi'd, 

Aud at his Chariot wbeeles to drag him bound 
Threatn'd, not from the Holic One of Heav'n 

R ofrein'd bis blafphemousy but anon 
Down<clov'n to the waſte, with ſhatterd Artmes 


- | And vacouth paine fled bellowing. On esch wi 
has — th * 


Driel and | 
Though hu, and ãn a Rock f Diamond Armd,/ 
Vanquiſh's Adrameler, and eee, 
Two potent T hranes, that to be leſi then Gods 


n 
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The Atheiſt crew, but with redoubl'd blow 
Ariel and Ariec, and the violence 

Of Riel (corcht and blaſted overthrew. 
[might relate of thouſands, aud thir names 
Eternire here on Earth but thoſe clect 

Angels contented with thir fame in Heav'n 

Seek not the praiſe of men: the other ſort 

la might though wondrous and in Acts of Warr, 
Norof Renown lefs eager, yet by doome 
Canceld from Heav'n and lacred memorie, 
Nameleſs in dark oblivion let them dwell, 

For ſtrength from Truth divided and from Juſt, 
[llaudable, naughe merits but diſpraiſe 

And i inie, yet to glorie aſpires 

Vain glorious and through infamic ſee ks fame: 
Thertore Eternal ſilence be thir doome. 

And now thir mightieſt quelld, the battel ſwerv d, 
With many an inrode got d; deformed rout 
Enter d, and foul diforder; all the ground 
With ſhiverd armour ſtrow'n, and un a heap 
Chariot and Charioter lay overturnd 4 
And fierie foaming Steeds hat ſtood, recoyld 
Orewearied,/ through the faint Satanic 


Then firſt with fear ſurpris'd and ſenſe, of paine 
Fled ignomin ious, to ſuch evil brought 
By ſinne of diſobetlience, till that hour 
Not liable ro fear or flight or paine. 
9 th' inviolable Saints 


h _— 


Defenſive fearſe, or with pale feat ad , | 
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Mangl'd with gaſtly wounds through Plate and 
Nor ſtood unmindful 45die to annoy (Maile. 
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lo Cubie Phalanx firm advanct entire, 
400 Tnvulnerable, Impenitrably arm'd.: 
Such high advantages thir innocence 
Gave them above thir foes, not to have finnd, 
Not to have diſobei'd ; in ſight they ſtood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be 'pain'd 
Bywound, though fromthir vitlence mov d 
Now Night her coarſe began, and over Heavn 
Inducing darkneſs, grateful truce . 
And ſilence on the odious dinn of Warr : 
Under ker Clondir covert both retir'd, 
410 Victor and Vanquiſht: on the foughren field 
Michatt and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in Guard thir Watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires : on th other part | 
Satan with his rebellious difa 
Far in the dark drflodg'd,and void 
His Potentates to Councelcall'dby nig 
And in the midſt thus undiſmai'd began. 
* O now in danger tri'd, now known in Armes 
ot to be overpowerd, Catmpanions:deare, 
420 Found worthy wol of Libertie alode, 
Too mean pretenſe, but what we more affect, 
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, and renowne, 
Who have ſuſtaind one day in doubtful ſight, 
(And i one day; why not Eternal dayes?) | 
| What Heayens Lord had powerfulleſt to ſend 
 Agaibftus from about his Throne, and judg d 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, 
— proves not ſo - then fallible, it ſeems, 
Of future we y deem him, though till now 
430 "41 thought. True is, leſi trmly * 
80 
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Some dilad vantage we endor'd! and pu,ẽ n 
Till ——ů—— —— 
Since nom we frad this our Empyreal forme | 
—— — wwh 
mperiſh id wound, 
— ar head. | 
Ot evil then fo ſmall as cafie thi | 
The remedie ; perhaps more valid Armes, | 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May ſerveta better us, and worſe our fors, 
Or equal what between us made the Gd, 
——— — cduſe 
Superiour, while we can 
 Unhurt our mindes, and found, 
Due (catch and contulkation will diſcloſe, L 
He fats and inch aflembly next apſtood 
N«ſroc, of Principalities the-primes © 
As one he ſtood eſcap't from cruel fight, 
_ | — —— N 
in thus anſwering ſpike. O 
Deliveret from pew Lords, leader to | ” 
Enj of our right as Gods; yet hard 
For Gor, and too unequal work we find 
Againſt unequal armes to fight in paine, 
| from which evil 


. 


* 


—— — 


hands 
* — ſure we may well 
pare out ray, acl no repine, 
r q 


* in 2 


en 
— — — MG... Ah 
— - _—_O—_— 


ſ 


1480 


rr 


470 


|Withawhat more foreible we may offend. 


Our yet unwounded 
Our ſolves wb ia 


ies, or arme 


ence, tu mee deferves 


Bclciw ſo din to dur luccels, I — 
Which of w wire beltalds abebrigtts | 
Of this, (phegco wt ieh ed wo Ind, 
This contigent-af { Heavn, adornd 
When * Arey lurveyes — 
0 

. 
Deep hodergroundy |matttials xtu trend 
Of ſpiritous and ice tune; (cijtrorific .> 


With Heavins ray, and tranperd — dend 
So beauteous, vpmes tu the umbietit — 
Tbeſe iithingorkNatizacie | 
Shall yey& as ne Nun —— 0 
Which/igrg Nele Engins long nd en 


Effect 


T hick-ram@d, at thi. — free 
Dilated and aoty nate (haliſend tothe“ 


F fas whe tay 
8 — 
To yktes, ad owe n ter 


Adverle, thortheydbalbfode re dmeedifipnd | | 
The T — Crende — | 
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Whereto with: d Sut arrtpli'ch 
Nor uninvewed that which thou aright | 
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1 eee ll und each, 


o be ' AW irivent er ml 97  eefiwiriſcemd 
Once found 
Impoſliblle : yer 
n fut if Mere ſhowld abound, 
dome one intent de miſthief, or infpir'd 
With devm ehem Nen with ht deve 
ne irre e ow — 
For fir, un wart ad t aul laughter bet. 
orthwith from Cuumcei to t be works they flew, 
one arguirg (bod, mnumerable hands 
ere ready, , moment up-theyoumnd 
ide the len. ſaw beneath 
N 1— ir arwde 
NWarons and Nitrous Foame 


hey ; ind they Kepreduc ſutt le Art, 


0 — en gra, and into hon 
Part hidd'n veins 1 Earth 
Entrails unttke ) of Mineral and Stone, 
hereof rofound ehir Frgins and thir Bal“, 
Df miſſive ruin; part iacentive reed 


bo allere dey ſiting. under conſcious 95 
od in order fer, 


— — cli hear — 


;{ anti'to Army 
1 Trumpet * Arm they ſtood 


revived. 
haw hee 


inoſt would havel 
Wy Rage": > (though 


off 
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— — let cab 
His Adamanting coat ird. well, and each 


[ mag” 4 1 
Lookd round, and Scquts sach. lIight-armed 
Each quarter, to deſcriethe diſtant coure, 
Where ſodg u, ot hithet ed, ar it ' 
In motion of ip alt: -aif@(oory * 


Under ſpred Enhgnes moving vigh, in | 

cr Wh LOW 

But firm Bectalion 4 back wah peck n 
wang, 


Zophiel, of Cherubim the {w 
Came fly ing, and in wid &i ard. , 
Arme, Watrioum, Arme t hand, 


Whom ſſed we thought, will fave us long 
This day, fear not has flight 4 4o thick a 
He comes, and ſeitid in his face Lice 


Fit well his Helme, gripe faſi hizorbed Shield. 


Born eevn or high, this day will pour down, 
If I conj — no di 4 hot, | 
But ratling ſtorm of Arcqws: with fue, 


So warnd he them aware themſelves, and ſuon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; | 
Inſtant without diſturb took Allarm, 
And onward move When bchold 
Not diſtant far with heavie pace the Foe 
Approaching groſs and huge; in bollow Cube 
Training bi- devilith Enginrie, impal'd 

On every ſide with ing Squadrons Deep, 
To _— 7 At „ ltood | 
A while, but. at head appeerd, 

gatan Aud thus, was d loud. | 
| Vangazd,to Right and Lett the Front n 
5 


* 


* 
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— On 


Peace and cotmpoſurt, and with open breſt 

Stand readie to receive them, if they like 

Out overture, and turn not back perverſe 1 

But that Ldoubr, however witneſs Heaven, 

Heav'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 

Frecly our part ; yee who appointed ſtand 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 

What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 
do ic in ambiguous words, he ſcarce 

Had ended; when to Right and Left the Front 

Divided, and to exther ret ix d. 

Which to out eyes dilcoverd new and ſtrange, 

A triple - moumted row of Pillars laid 

On Wheels (ter like ta Pillars moſt they ſeem d 

Or hollow d bodies made of Oak or Firr 

With branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell'd) 

Braſs, Iron, Stomie mould, had not thir moutbes 

With hideous orifice gap't on us wide, 

Poncading hollow truce z at cach behind 

A Seraph and io his band a Reed 

Stood waving tipt with fire ; while we ſuſpenſe, 

Collected ſtood within our thoughts amus d, 

Net for ſuddenall at once thir Reeds 

Put forth, and to 4 narrow vent appli'd 

With niceſt touch. Immediate in a flame, 

But ſoon obſcur'd with ſmoak,all Heav'n appeerd, 

From thoſe deep<throated Engins belcht, whoſe 

Emboweld with outragious noiſe the Air, (roa 

And'all ber entrails tore, dilgorging foule 

Thir devilliſh glut, chaind T hunderbolts and Hail 


hat all may ſee who hates, how we ſeek | 
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— 
hat whom they hit, moe on chit feet might ſtand, 
hough (kindivg elſe av Rocks,' but down they tell! 
By thouſarids, [Ange el on Arc Angel rowt'd ; 
The ſoohet for thir Arms, unarm's they mig he 
es eaſily ++ Spirits evaded {wife 
uick contraction or remove but now 
Tal diſſipation follow d and fore t rout 4 
[is ſerv 4k weo relax _ ſerrie d — 1 [ 
wa ſhould they do ? r e 
pested, and 5 bot 
Boch d. would render then yet more deſpis'd, 
And to thit foes a laughter; for in view [ 
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row 1 
10 re ti diſplode thir ſecond tire — 4 
Ok Thunder: back defeated to returm 
They worſe abhorr'd. 8atan behe'd thir plight, / 
And to his Mates thus in derifion call'd. 


| 


n 


0 — — come not on theſe Vittors pr 
Ere while they were coming, and when 
To entertain them fair with open Front (terms! 
And Breft, (What could we mote?) 
Of com ſion, ſtrait they chang'd thir minds, | 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell, 
As they w would dance, yet Av 4 *  dancethey ſeemd | 
Som hat extravagant and wilde, perhaps 
For joy of offerd peace : but I ſu - 
— — . —— again were beard 

e ſhould compelthem to a quick refule. | 
| To whowthes Zeliel in like gamen mood. L 
Leader the terms we ſent were terms br, 
Of hard contents; and full of force urg d home, "| 
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— as we” mig ht perceive amurdehem An, 


and ſrumbt'd many, who recrives them right, 


Had need from head to foot well rnderſtand ; 


Not underſtood, this gift they have befides, 


They fhew ut when our Fore walk nor Upright, 

| 80 they among themſelves in pleaſant veine 
Stood ſcoffing, Night he d in thir thoughts beyond 
All doubt of Vitorte, eternal might 

To match with tt inventions they preſum'd 

So eaſie, and of his Thunder made a ſcorn, 

And all his Hoſt derided, while they tod 

A while in trouble; but they ſtood not long, 
Rage promptedrhem at lengrh,&found them arms 
Againſt ſuch he miſchiet fir to oppale. 


orthwith (behold rhe excellence, the power 
Which God tuch in his mighty Angels plac'd ) 
Thir Armes — they threw, and to the Hills 


| 


b 


(For Earth th this variety from Heav'n 

Of pleaſure ſetate in Hill and Dale) 

Light as the Lightning glimpſ they ran, they flew, 
From thirfoamdario ning to and fro 

They pluckt the ſcared Hi with all thir load, 
Rocks, Water, Woods, and by the ſhnggie rops 
Up ting bote themin thir hands: Amaze 

Be ſure, ad tertout ſeir'd the rebel Butt, © 
When coming to werd them ſo dread rhey ſaw 


| 640 


The bottom of the Mountains upwart rutn'd, 
Till on thoſe curſed Engins triple-row 
They faw them whelmd, zud all thir cqnfdence 
Under theweight fMourtanr biried dre 
Themſetves in vaded next, and ont 

Promonmoriecs flung, which in the Air 
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Tame ſhadowing,and oppreff whole L rd 
Thir armor help d thir harm, cruſh's in and brus'd 


Into chir ſubſtance pent, which wrought them pain 


Implatable, and many a dolorous groan, | 
Long ſtrugling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of ſuch priſon, — Spirits of pureſt light, 
Pureſt at firſt, now groſs by ſimming grown. 

The reſt in imitation to like Armes | 
Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptore; 
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, | 
That under ground they fought in diſmal ſhade 3 | 
Infernal noiſe; Warr ſeem d a civil Game | 
To this uproar ; horrid confulion heapt | 
Upon confufionrole : and now all Head - | 
Had gone to wrack, with ruinoverſ;] 

Had not th' Almightie Father where he fits | 
Shrin'd in his SanQtuarie of Heav'n ſecure, | 
Conſulting on the ſum of things, foreſeen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd : | 


ae. .. Theſe 


That his great purpoſe he might ſo fulfill, 

To om... © 4p pars Son aveng'd 

Upon his cnemies, and to declare 

All power on him trauafert d: whence to his Son 

Th' Aſſeſſor of his Throne he thus began, 
Effulgence of my Glorie, Son belov d, 

Son in whoſe face iuviſible is beheld 

Viſibly, what by Deitie 1 am, 

| And in whoſe hand what by Decree I doe, 

Second Omnipotence, two daes art paſt, 

Two dayes, as we compute the dayes of Heav'n, 

Since AMlicbhael and his Powers went forth to tame 


— — * N 


| 
| 
| 
: 
/ 
: 
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For to themſelves I left them, and thou knowlſt, 


or ich yet hath wrought 
laſenſibly, for I fu thir Gow 5 


Two dayes are t re paſt, the third is thine 3 


T 
Of allr 
By S2cred 
Go then thou Mi 


My Bow and Thunder, my Almightie Arms 
Gird on, and Sword u 
Purſue theſe ſors of 


There let them learn; a> likes them, to deſpiſe 
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Theſe diſobedient 3 fore hath been thir fight, 
As likelieſt was, when two ſuch Foes met arm'd ; 


Equal in their Creation they were form'd, 


Whence in ual fighe they needs muſt laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found : 

Warr wearied hath 'd what Warr can do, 
And to diſurder'd rage let looſe the reines, (makes | 
With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerousto the maine. 


For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus farr 

Have ſufferd , that the Glorie may be thine 

Ot ending this great Warr, ſince none but Thou 

Can end 1t, Into thee ſuch Vertue and Grace 

Immenſe I have transfus'd, that all may know 

ln Heav'n and Hell thy Power above compare, 

— — thus, 

0 thee wort hieſt to be Heir 

, to be Heir and to be King 

ory 1 
in thy Fat ! 

the rapid Wbsstes | 

forthall my Warr, 


Aſcend my Chariot, guide 
That ſhake Hea vi 


_ Thigh; 
, drive them out 
From all Heav m bounds into the utter Deep: 


God and died bis dnciate! King: ll 
e 
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720 Shon fall, be all bis Fathes' fultexpr 


749 Thar from thy juſt dbedienee cot 


17 50 The Chariot of 


He faid, and nm bis Son-wit h — 


Ine ffabiy into his face receiv'd, 

And thus the filiat God head an{wering ſpake: | 
0 Father; O vbhegv'ialy Thrones, / > 11 

| Firſt, Hi heſt, Holie(}; Beſt, thou alwayes ſechiſt 

To glori thy Son, I alwayes thee, | 

As is moſt juſt ; this | my Glorie account, 

My exaltation, andmy whole delight, | 

That thou in me welbplens'd; ere 

Fularu, which to tu Aal. 


739 Scepter and Power,thy giving, — 


And gladlier (hatbreſign, — in the end 

Thou ſhalt be All in All, and I intbee 

For ever, and in mee all hom thou lov'ft : 

But whom thou bt it, I hate! and can put ow 
Thy terrors, asl — thy triidaeſi on, 
mage of thee in all things's and ſhall on, 

Ard with thy might; — heavy ot heſe rebel 6! 
To thir preparid itt Manhon dien down | 
[To chains of Hen andwh' nod 


revolt, 
Whom to obry is happidels entire. 


Then ſhall thy Saints urnizt, and from * impure | 


Farr ſeparate{citcling thy h Mount 
Unfained Hallelrtab to thee frag ©! 
Hymns of high praife, ind 4 among them chief, 
So ſaid, he o're his Scepter bowing, Tole 
From the riphy hand hu, where he es, 
{And thethird-facred Mum begod to thine 
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Of radiant, divinely wro 
Aſcended. e ht hand —— 7 
Sate Eagle-witg'd ide him h 


ſelf inftip with Spirit, but coovoyd; (drawn, 
By four Cherubic ſhapes, four Faces cach's 
Had wondrous, as with Starrs thir bodies all 
And Wings were. {et wich Eyes, with Eyes the 


fe a(hing thick flames, Wheele within Wheele un- 


Of Beril, and cateering Fites-berweeh 3 (Wheels 


Over thir heads 3 chryſtal Firmament, | 
Whereon a Sapbir Throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the ſhowrie Arch. 
Hee in Celeſtial Panoplie all armd 


— — —_— SY 


og his Bow 
And —— — three · bulted T 
And from about him fiexce Eſſuſion rowld 
Of ſmoak and bickering'fldme, and ſparkles dire 
Attended with ten t houſand chou ſamd Saints, 
He onward came, farr off his coming ſhom, 
And twentic thouſand (I thir number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on. each hand were ſeen : 
Hee.on the wings of Cherub rode ſublime: 
On the Cxxſtallin Skie, in Saphir Throm d. 
| [|luſtrious fart and wide, but by his own” 


— — —- . 


Firſt ſeen, them —— — joy ſurprix d, 


Under chir Head imbodied:all in one. 1 


— — 


When the great Eaſign ot blaz'd 
| Aloft by bord, kisStga in Heavy n: 
Under 


Coodult Adicherl ſoon reduced - | 
His Armie, 'catcumfus'd on either Wing, | 
; 
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Obſequibus, Heav'n his wonted face renew d, 
| And with freſh Flourets Hill and Valley ſmil'd. 
This ſaw his hapleſs Foes, but ſtood obdur'd, 

| And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers 
infenſate, hope coaceiving from deſpair. 

la heav'aly Spirits could ſuch perverſeneſi dwell ? 
but to convince the proud what Signs availe, 

790 [Or Wonders move th obdurate to relent ? 
They bard'nd more by what mighe moſt reclame, 
{ Grieving to ſee his Glorie, at the fight 
Took envie, and aſpiring to his highth, 

Stood reimbattell'd fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to proſper, and at length prevaile 
| Againſt God and Meſſzab, or to fall 

[n univerſal ruin laſt, and now 
To final Battel drew, diſdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat 5 when the great Son of God 
dco To all his Hoſt on either hand thus ſpake. 

Stand (till in 3 array ye Saints, here ſtand 
| Ye Angelsarm'd, this day from Battel reſt ; 
Faithful hath been your Warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearleſs in his riglteous Cauſe, 
And as ye have receivd, ſo have ye don 
nvincibly ; but of this curfed crew 
The puniſhment to other hand belongs, 
Vengeance is his, or whole he ſole appoines ; 
Number to this dayes work is not Kind 
810 Nor multitude, ſtand onely and behold 
Gods indignation on theſe Godleſs pourd 
| By mee; not you but mee they have deſpis d, 

Yet envied; againſt meets al chir rage, 
Becauſe the Father, t'whom in Heav'n ſupream 
Kingdom| 


| 


W — 
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Kingdom and Power and Gloric appertains 
2 me according to his will. I 
Therefore to mee thir doom he hath aſſig ud; 
That they may have thir wiſh, to trie with mee 
In Battel which the ſtronger proves, they all, 
Or [ alone againſt them, fiance by (ſtrength 
They meaſure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous, nor care who them excells ; 

Nor other ſtriſe with them do voutſafe. 

So ſpake the Son, and into terrour chang'd 
His count nance too ſevere to be beheld 

And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies. 

At once the Four ſpred out thir Starrie wings 
With dreadful ſhade conti 
Of his fierce Chariot rowld, as with the ſound 
Of corrent Floods, or of a numerous Holt. 

Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomie as Night ; under his burning Wheels 
The ſtedfaſt Empyrean ſhook throughout, 

All but the Throne it ſelf of God. Full ſoon 
Among them he azriv'd ; in his right hand 
Graſpi 
Before him, ſuch as in thir Soules iuſix d 
Plaguesz they aſtoniſht all reſiſtance loſt, 
All courage 3 down thir idle, weapons drop'd ; 


Of Thrones aud mighty Seraphim proſtrate, 
That wiſh'd the Mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them as a ſhelter from his ire. 
Nor leſs otr either fide te gous fell 

His arrows, from the fourfold» viſag d Foure, 
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us, and the Orbes 


ten thouſand Thunders, which he ſeat 


O're Shields and Helmes, and helmed heads he rode 


Diſtinct 
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Diſtinct with eyes, and fromthe living Wheels, 

Diſtinct alike with multitude of eyes, 

One Spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 

Glard lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire 

Among th accurſt, that witherd alltbir ſtrengths ' 

And of thir wonted vigour left them draind, | 

Exhauſted, ſpiritleſs, afflicted, fall'n. 

Yet half his ſtrength he put not forth, but check'd 

His Thunder in mid Volie, for he meant 

Not to deſtroy, but root them out of ' Heay'n : 

The overthrown he rais'd, and asa Heard 

Of Goats or timerous flock together throngd 

Drove them before him Thunder-ſtruck, purſu'd 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And Chryſtall wall of Heav 'n, which op'ning wide, 

Rowld inward, and a fpacious Gap diſclos d 

Into the waſtful Deep; the monſtrous ſight 

Strook them with horror backward; but far worſe 

Urg'd them behind;headlong themſelvs they threw 

Down from the verge of Heav'n, Eternal wrauth 

Burat after them to the bottomleſs pit. 
Hell heard th' unfufferable noiſe, Hell ſaw 

Heav'n ruining from Heav'n'and would have fled 

Afﬀrighted ; but ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 

Her Fark foundations, and too fuſt had bound. 

ine dayes they felf; confoumded ce, roard, 


And felt tenfold confuſton inthir fal. | 
[Through his wilde Anarchie, ſo huge a rout 


Incumberd him with ruin: Hell at laſt | 
Yawning recedvdthem whote; and on chem clos'd,! 
Hell thir fit habitition fraught? with fire ir - |! 

| | Unquench- 


—_—— 


— 
| 


Hoquenchable, the houſe of woe and paine. 
isburd'nd Heav'n rejoic'd, and ſobn repaird 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rowld, 
Sole Victor from th' expulſion of his Fous 
felſi ab his triumphal Chariot turnd: 

o meet him all his Saints, who ſilent ſtood 

ye witneſſes of his Almightie Acts, 

ith Jubilie advanc'd ; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching Palme, each order bright, 
Sung Triumph, and him ſung Victorious King, 
Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv'n, 
Worthieſt to Reign: he celebrated rode 


And Temple of his mightie Father Thron d 
On high; who into Glorie him receav'd, 
Where now he ſits at the right hand of bliſs. 
Thus meaſuring things in Heav'n by things on 
At thy reguelt, and that thou maiſi beware (Earth 
By what is paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have elſe to human Race bin hid; 
The diſcord which befel, and Warr in Heav'n 
Among th' Angelic Powers, and the deep fall 
Qt thoſe too high alpiring, who rebelld _ 
With Satan, hee who envies now thy ſtate, 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thee alſo from obedience, that with him 
Bercavd of happineſs thou mailt partake 
His puniſhment, Eternal miſerie; 
W hich would be all his ſolace and revenge, 
a deſpite don againſt the moſt High, | 
Thee ohce to haine Companion of his woe. | 
But 
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— through mid Heav n, into the Courts | 
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But liſt u not to his Temptations, warne 
Thy weaker ; let it — 5 thee to have heard 
By terrible Example the reward 


Yet fell ; remember, and fear to tranſgreſi. 


— — 


Of diſobedience; firm they might have. ſtood, 


The End of the Sixth Book. 
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Following above th 0/ 


Above the flight of Pegeſcan wi 

| he meanin — the dun Leal bs thou 

Nor of the Muſes nine, nor on the — 

Ot old ol dwellſt, but Heav'oly born, 

Before the Hills a d, or Fountain flow d, 

Thou with eternal wi {dom didſtconverſe, 
Wiſdom thy Siſter,and with her didſt play 

in — of th' Almight Father pleas'd 

| With thy Celeſtial Song. pen by thee 
Into the Heav'o 6f! regs um'd, 

An * Oueſt, and drawn e Aire, 


— 


ſcend from Heavn Drais by 
N þ that name| 
I rightly thou art call'd, whoſe 
Voice —_ 


Hill Pre, | 


— — — 
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| Charg'd not to touchthe interdicted Tree, 


ty te mpting 3 with like ſafety DT down 
Retura me to my Native Element: 
Leaſt from this flying Steed unrein d, (as once 


opho from a lower Clime 
maunted onth{ 4leiga Field fall 
oneous, there to wander and for 


Half yet remains, unſung, but narrower bound 
— the viſible Diurnal Spheare; 

— F on Earth, not rapt above the Pole, 
More ſafe I ſing with mortal voice, unchang'd 
To hoarce or — though fall 'n on evil tongues; 
On evil dayes though fall n,and evil tongues; 


In Aan e; with dangers compaſtround, 
. 
Ge yay wy flumbers Nightly, or rp 


Purples the Eaſt : Still govern thou: my Song, 


Tram, and fit audience find, though few; 
drive fa farr off the —— ance 
his Revellers, the Race 


5 — 5 . Bard 
In e, w here ocks had Eares 
e he fayage clamour dround 

nd Vole ; nor. could the Muſe defend 


[20 Her Son. $9 not tboy. who thee implores : 

For c thoware y 15850 Ty, el Pry « dreame. 
W 1 
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„ by what eiellin ies ven , 
10 thoſe Apoltates, leaſt ibo like befall 


jn Paradiſe to dem or his Race, 
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It they tran 
So eaſily obey'd amid the choice 
Of all caſtes eiſe to pleaſe thir appetite, 


Though wandring. He with bis rted Eve ö 


The ſtorie heard attentive, and was 
With admiration and deep muſe to heare 

Of things fo high aud ſtrange, things to thir though! 
So unimaginable ashate in Heav'n, 

And Warr ſo neer the Peace of God ia bliſs 

With ſuch confuſion, but the evil ſoon 
Driven back redounded as a flood on thoſe 


From whom it ſprung, impoſſible to mix 
With Bleſſedneſs. Ess 4 Adam ſoon repeal'd 
The doubꝝ that in his heart aroſe : and now 


Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 

What neerer might concern him, how this World 
Of Heav'n and' Earth conſpicuous firſt began, 
When, and whereof created, for what cauſe, 
What within Eder or without was done 
Before his memory, as one whoſe drouth 
Yet ſcarce allay d ſtill eyes the current ſtreame, 
Whoſe liquid murmur — new thirſt excites, 
Proceeded thus to ask his Heav'nly Gueſt. 

Great t ind full of wonder in our eares, 
Far differing from this World, thou haſt reveal d 
Divine Interpreter, by favour ſent 
Don from the Empyrean to fore warne 
Us timely of what might xlſe have bin our loſs, 


Unknown, which human Rr d not reach: 
For — to the Iuſinitely we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his — — 

2 Reroave Guan Da One 


els, and ſlight that ſole command, 


70 


— 


Immutably his ſovran will, the end 
Of what we are. But ſince thou haſt vouchſaf t 


Gently for our inſtructioa to impart 
— — thought, vhich yet concer 
Our ing as to higheſt wiſdom ſeemd, 
Deign to deſcend now lower, «ndrelate 
What may no leſs perhaps avail us known, 
How firſt this Heav u which we behold. 
Diſtant ſi with Fires adornd 
Innumerible, and this which yields or fille 
All ſpace, the ambient air interfus'd 
Imbracing round rhis florid Earth, what cauſe 
Mov'd the Creator in his holy Reſt 

Through all Eternity ſo late to build 

In Chor, and the work begun how ſoon 
Abſolv d, if unforbid thou maiſt unfould 

| What wee, not to explore the ſecrets aske 
Of his Eternal Empire, but the more 

To magnifie his works the more we know. 
And the Light of Day yet wants to run 
Much of his Race though 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he hears, 
| And longer will delay to hear thee tell 

| His Generation, and the rifing Birth 

Of Nature from the unapparent Deep: 

Or if the Star of Evening and the Moon 
Haſte wy audience 
Silence, x to thee will watch, 
Or wecan bid his abſence, till thy Song 
End, and diſmils thee ere the Morning ſhine. 
Thus Ada His illuſtrious Gueſt belought : 
"And thus the Collike Angel anſwered _ j 


r 


ſuſpenſ in Heav' 


Tr T7 


he with her will bring 


_— 


F 


— — — 
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All like himſelf rebellious, 


bis alſothy re 
brain ; 

What 5 
Or heart of man ſu 


To gloriſie thy Maker, and inferr 


Thy hearing, 
have receav d, to anſwer thy defire 
Of know 
To ask, nor 


thine own inventions 


Onely Omaiſcieat, hath ſuppreſt in 


But knowledge is a 
Her Temperance over 


Fell wht with his — Legiom through t 
lato his place, and 


Vidorious with his Sa 
Eterual Father from his 


r 


the — 


ueſt with caution askt 
Too recount Almightie works 
e of Seraph can ſuffice, 
ce to compre hend 
Yet what thou canſt attain, which beſt ma 


Thee alſo happier, ſhall not be withheld 
ſuch Commiſſion from aboye 


hope 


Things not reveal'd, which th' inviſible King 


ghe, 


To none communicable in Earth or Heaven : 
Anough is left beſides to ſearch and know. 
needs no lefs 
ite, to know 
In meaſure what the mind may well contain, 
fles elſe with Surfet, and ſoon turns 
Witdom to Folly,as nouriſhment to Winde. 
Know then, that after Lacifer from Heav's 
— — — —— the Hoſt 
ages, thenthat Starr the Starrs hehe Bee 


t Son — 


ke 


1 


y ſerve 


within bounds 3 beyond abſtain 


who thought 
by whole aid 
the ſeat 


He 


| 
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"The truſted to have ſeis'd, and into fraud 


Drew many whom thir place knows here no more; | 


Let far the greater part have kept, I ſee, 

— ation, Heavn yet lous retaines 
Number ſufficient — ber Realmes 

Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent 


With Miniſteries due and ſolemn Rites : 


But leaſt hs heart exalt him in the harme 
Already done to have diſpeopl d Heav'n, 

My damage fondly deem'd, 1 can repaire 
That detriment, if ſuch it beto loſe 

delt loſt, and in a moment will create 
Another World, out of one man a Race 

Of men innumerable there to,dwell, 

Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 
—— open — Map at lenghth the way 


160 


Up hither, obedience tri'd, 

A LdEzthbechang'd 5 d to Heav 'n,&Heav' a to Earth, 
One Kingdom, Joy and Union without end. 
Mean while inhabit laxe, ye 28 4 _ a5 
Andthou my Word, 
This I perform, — — ke 
M Ra Jl with thee 

F ſend along, ride forth, and Toy 
Within appointed bounds be Heav't n and Earth, 
Boundleſs the Deep, becauſe 1 am who fill 
ſnfinitude, nor vacuous the ſpace. 


170 Though f uncirgumſerib d my ſelf retire, 
I And put not forth 
To att or not, Nec and Chance 


goodneſs which is 


Approach not mee, and what 7 will is Fate. 
So ſpake th Aloightic,and to hat be ſpake | 


ii 
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Cannot without proceſs of ſpeech be told, 
do told az earthly notion can receave. 


Parade i” 


Book I 
His Ward, the Filial Godhead, gave effect. | 
immediate are the Acts of God, mote ſwilt 71 1 


Then time or motion, but to hugnane ears 


Great triumph and rejoycing was in Heav'n l 
When _= was heard declar'd the Almigties will; 
Glorie t ung to the m(t hgood wi 

To future mep, and in thir dwellings peace 3 
Glory to him whole jaſt avenging ire 


Had driv'n out th ungodly from his ſight 


fAtrendant on thir Lor 


And th' habitations the juſtʒ to him 
Glorie and praiſe, whoſe, wiſdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil tocreate, inſtead 

Of Spirits maligo a bererRace ty bei 


His $996 to World and A infinite. 

$o lang the Hierarchies : Mein while the Son 
On his great Expedition now appeer'd, 

Oirt with On nipotence, with Radiance crown'd | 
Ot Majeſty Divine, Sapicnce and Love 


lato thir vacant room, and thence dffuſe 190 


immeuſe, and all his Father in him ſhon. 
about his Chariot numberleſs were pout d 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
and Vert es, winged Spirits, and Chariots wing d, 


rom 
y between two Brazen Mountains lodg d 
A afolemn day, harneſt at hand, 

leſtial Equipage; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit livd, 
d : Heav'n open'd wide | 


he Armoury of God, where ſtand of d 


AY 


— ever during Gates, Harmonious ſound 


1 
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On golden moving to let forth 
The King of Glorie in his powerful Word 
and Spirit coming to create new Worlds . 
On Heav'aly ground they ſtood, and fromthe ſhore 
{ They view'd the vaſt immeaſurable abyſs 
Outragevus as a Sea, dark, waſttul,wilde, 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious windes 
a nd — —1 as Mountains to aſſault 
Hcavus bight,and with the Centermix the Pole. 
Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou ace, 
Said then th Omnific Word, your difcord end- 
Nor ſtaid, but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in Paternal Glorit rode 
Farr into Cie and the World u born; 
For Chaos heard his _ him all — Traine 
Follow d in bright n to behold. * 
Creation 2105 wonders of his might. kT 
Then ſtaid bis fervid W and in his bea1d | 
He took the Golden Compaſſes, r'd | 
Gods Eternal Rore, to circumſcri n 
This Univerſe, and all created things : 
ö — foot he center d. and the other tu d 
ound through the vaſt profunditie obſcure, | 
And ſaid, thus farr extend, thus farr thy bounds, 
This be thy juſt Circumference, O World. | 
Thus God the Heart created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void: Darkneſs profound 
C over'd th Abyſs : but on the watery calme 
His brooding wings the Spirit of outſpred, 
And viral vertue infus'd and vital warmth | 
Throughout the fluid Maſs, but downward purg'd 
Ae black tartareous cold infernal dregs | 
| Adverſe 


* 


— 


Þ ————5ði 


| 


Tranſparent, Elemental Air, d 


' Of this great Rouad : partition firm and ſure, 
| The Waters underneath fromthoſe above 
| Dividing : for as Earth ſo hee the World 


* 


1 


— 
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Adverſe to life : then founded, then conglob d 
Like things to like, the reſt to ſeveral place 
Diſparted, and between ſpun out the Air, 
Earth ſelf-ballanc't on her Center wn 4 

Let ther be Light, ſaid God, and forthwith Lighe 
Ethereal, firſt of things, quinteſſence pure 
Sprung the Deep, and from her Native Eaſt 

o journie through t 2 began, 
Sphear'd in a radiant Cloud, for yet the Sun 

as not 4 (hee in a cloudie Tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God ſaw the Light was good; 
And light from darkneſs by the Heauſphere 
Divided : Light the Day, and Darkneſs Night 
He nam d. Thus was the firſt Day Ecv'n and Morn: 
Ner paſt uncelebrated, nor unſung 
By the Celeſtial Quires, when Orient Light 
Exhaling firſt from Darkneſs they beheld ; 
Birth- day of Heav'n and Earth with joy and ſhout 
And touch thir Golden Harps L bymaing pra 
touch't th is" 

God and his works, Creatour him t _ 
Both when firſt Eevning was, and when firſt Morn. 
in, God ſaid, let ther be Firmament 
Amid the Waters, and let it divide 
The Waters from the Waters : and God made 


The Firmament, expanſe of li jaid, pure, 


la circuit to the uttermoſt conver 


Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide 
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E ma Ocean, and the loud mifrule 

Of chase farr remov d, leaſt ficree extreames 

Contiguous might diſtemper the whole frame: 

And Heay'n he nam d the Firmament: So Een 
And Morning Chorss ſung the ſecond Day. 

The Earth was form'd, but inthe Womb as * 
Of Waters, Embryon immature involv d, 
| Appeer'd not: over all the face of Earth 

Main Ocean flow d, not idle, but with warme 
280 Prolific humour ſoft'ning all her Globe, 
Fermented the great Mother to conceave, 
Satiate with genial moiſture, when God ſaid 
Be gather'd now ye Waters undet Heav'n 
Into one place, and let dry Land appeer. 
Immediately the Mountains huge appeer 
Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheave 
Into the Clouds, thir tops aſcend the Sie: 
So high as heav'd the tumid Hills, ſo low 
Down ſunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
290 Capacious bed of Waters: thither they 
Haſted with glad precipitance, uprowld 
As drops on — from the drie z 
Part riſe in eryſtal Wall, or ridge direct, | 
For haſtez ſuch flight the great command impreſy'd 
On the ſwift ſlouds: as Armies at the call 
Of Trumpet (for of Armies thou haſt heard) 
Troopto thir Srandard, ſo the'watrie th 
Wave rowling after Wave,whete way they found, 
[fſteep, with torrent rapture, if through Plaine, 
300 Soft · ebbing; nor withſtood them Rock or Hill, 
gut they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
5 Wink gerpent errour wandring, found t hir =_ 
| nd 


: 


| 


* 
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Aud on the tlie Oule deep Channels ware 5 
Eaſie, e re Cd had bid the ground be drie, 

I but Kia thole banks, where Rivers now 
Stream, and EN draw thir humid traine. 
[The dry Land, Earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated Waters be call d Seas : 
| And law that it was good, and faid, Let th Earth 
Put forth the verdant Grals, Herb yeilding Sced, 
(And Fruit Tree yeilding Fruit after her kind; 


'He ſcarce had faid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Deſert and bare, unlightly, unadorn'd, 8 


Whoſe Seed is in her ſelf ups the Earth. - 


Brought forth the tender Graſs, whole verdure clad 


Her Univerſal Face with pleaſant green, 

Then Herts of every leaf, that ſudden flour d 
Op ning thir various cylours, and made gay 

Her boſom ſmelling (weet: and theſe ſcarce blown, 
Forth flouriſht thick the cluſtring Vine, forth crept 
The ſwelling Gourd, up ſtood the cormie Reed 
Embatte!l'd in ber held: add the humble Shrub, 
And Boſh with frizl'd hair implicit : laſt 

Roſe as in Dance the ſtately Trees, and (pred 


Thit branches hung with copious Fruitzor gemm d 
Thir Bloſloms ; with high Woods the Hills were 
With rufts the valliesSeach fountain ide (crownd, 
With borders long the Rivers. That Earth now | 
Seemd like to Heav'n, a feat where Gods might! 


320 
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Or wander with delight,and love to haunt (dwell; 33 


Her ſacred {hades : though God had pet not tai d 
tl; on the Earth, and man to ill rhe ground 
Numc was, but fomibe Earth a dewie Milt 

Went up and waterd allthe ground, and cach 

| A a7 Plant 
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Plant of the field, which e're it was in the Earth 

God made, and every Herb, before it grew 0 

On the green ſtemm ; God ſaw that it was good : 

So Eev'n and Morn recorded the Third Day. 
Again th' Almightic — Let there be Lights 

High in th expanſe of Heaven to divide 

The Day from Night ; and let them be for Signes, 

For Seaſons, and for Dayes, and circling Years, 

And let them be for Lights as I ordaine 

Thir Office in the Firmament of Heaven 

To give Light on the Earth 4 and it was ſo. 

And God made two great Lights, great for thir uſe 

To Man, the greater to have rule by Day, 

The leſs by Night alterne : and made the Starrs, 

And ſet them in the Firmament of Heav'n 

Toilluminate the Earth, and rule the Day 

In thir viciſſitude, and rule the Night, 

And Light from Darkneſs to divide. God ſaw, 

Surve his grear Work, that it was good : 

For of Celeſtial Bodies firſt the Sun 

A mightie Spheare he fram'd, unlightſom firſt, 

Though of Ethereal Mould: then form'd the Moon 

Globoſe, and everic magnitude of Starrs, 

And fowd with Starts the Heav'n thick as a feld: 

Of ne. farr the greater part he took, 

Tranſplanted from her cloudie Shrine, and plac'd 

In the Suns Orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine 

Her gather'd beams,great Palace now of Light. 

Hither as tothir Fountain other Starrs 


Repairing, in thir gold a Urns draw Light, 


And hence the Morning Planet guilds his horns z 
By 


— — 
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5 — or refleQzon they augment 

T hir (mal) peculiar, though — human ſight 
So farr remote, with diminution ſeen, 

Firſt in his Eaſt the glorious Lamp was ſeen, 
Regent of Day, and all th Horizon round 
laveſted with bright — — jocond to run 
His Longitude through 


Shedding ſweet influence : leſs bright the Moon 
But oppolſte in leveld Weſt was ſet 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light 
From him, for other light ſhe needed none 

In that alpect, and till that diſtance keepe: 

Till night, then inthe Eaſt her turn ſhe ſhines, 
Revulvd on Heav'nsgreat Axle, and ber Reign 
With thouſand leſſer Lights dividual holds, 

With — — — r' 
Spangling the re :t a 

Web cha baught —— that Set and Roſe, 
Glad & gladMorn crownd the fourth day. 
And God faid, let the Waters generate 

Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule : 

And let Fowle ſlie above the Earth, with wings 
Diſplayd on the op Firmament of Heav'n. 

And God created the great Whales,and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouſly 
The waters ted by thir kindes, 

And every Bird of wing after his kindez 


ge fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas 
And Lakes and running Streams the waters fill; 
wn let the Fowle be multiply'd on the Earth. 


Forth- 


ai. 


av'ns high rode: the gray 
Dawn, and the Fleiader before him danc'd | 


And ſaw that it was good, and bleſs'd them, aying, 
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Of Fiſh that with thir Finns and ſhining Scales 
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: "1 
I IForthw ;ththe Sounds and Seas, each Creek & Bay 
With Frie innumerable ſwarme, and Shoales 


Glide nnder the green Wave, in Sculles that oft 


Bank the mid Sea : part ingle or with mate 

Graze the Ses weed |thir paſture, & through Groves 
Of Coral ſtray, or foray with quick glance 
Show to the Sun thir wav'd coats dropt with Gold, 
Or inthir Pearlie ſhells at eaſe, attend 

Moiſt nutriment, or under Rocks thir food 

In joiated Armour watch : on ſmoot h the Seale, 
And bended Dolphins play : part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unweildie, enormous in thir Gate 
Tempeſt the Ocean: there Leviathan 

Hugeſt of living Creatures, on the | 
Stretcht like 8 Promoatetie' ſleeps or ſu imme, 
And ſeems a moving” Land, and at bis Gilles | 
Draws in, and at his Trunck (pouts out a Ses. | 
Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fery and — 
Thir Brood as numerous boch, — —.— 
Burſting with kiudſy tupeure fotth dico M (oon 
Thir callow young, but featherd ſoon and dedge 
They fumiid thirPenns,and ſoaring th air ſublime 
Withclang deſpij d the round, —— a cloud | 
ſn prof] there the Fagle ami. the Stur | 


430 | Eaſing t hit flight; ſo ſtears the prudent Crane | 


On Clitts arc Ledar tops tur F Vries bund: 
Part looſly wing the Region, part more wiſe | 
In common, rang'd in hgure wedge thir way, 
InteHigent of ſeaſons, and ſet forth 

Thir Aierie Caravan high over Sen“ 

Flying, and over Lands with mutual wing 


- — — ._ g 


Her | 
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Her annual Voiage, born on Windes z the Aire 
Floats, as they pals, fann'd with unnumber d p'umes: 
| From Branch to Branch the ſmaller Birds with ſong 
Solac d the Woods, and ſpred thir painted wings 
Lhe Ev'n, nor then the * Nightingal 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun d her (oft layes: 
Others on Silver Lakes and Rivers Barh'd 
! I hir downie Breſt z the Swan with Arched neck 
| Between her white wings mantling proudly, Rowe: 
Her ſtate with Oarie feet : yet uft they quit 
T he Dank, and riling on ſtiff Pennons, towre 
| The mid Acreal Skie ; Orhers on ground 
Walk'd firmathe creſted Cock whole clarion ſounds 
The ſilent hours, and th' other whoſe gay Traine 
Adorns him, colour'd with the Florid hue 
Ot Rainbows and Starric Eyes. The Waters thus 
| With Filh tepleniſht, and the Aire with Fowle, 
Ev ning and Morn fulemniz'd the Fift day. 
| The Sixt, and of Creation laſt aroſe 
With Eevning Harps and Mattin, when God ſaid, 
Let th* Earth bring forth Fowle living in her kinde, 
| Cattel and Creeping things,and Beaſt of the Earth, 
Each in their kinde. The Earth obey d, and (trait 
Op ning her fertil Woomb teem d at a Hirt h 
[numerous living Creatures, perfet formes, 


Limb d and full grown : out of the ground up roſe | 


| As from his Laire the wilde Be iſt where he wonns 

In Forreſt wilde, in T hicket, Brake, or Den 

Among the Trees in Pairs they roſe, they walk'd : 

| The Cattel in the Fields and Meddowes green : 

| Thoſe rare and ſolttarie, theſe in flocks 

| Paſturing at once, and in broad Herds upſprung. 
The 
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The graſſie Clods now Caly'd, now half appeer'd 
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free 

His hinder parts, then ſprings as broke from Bonds, 
And Rampant ſhakes his Brinded main; the Ounce, 
The Libbard, and the T yger, as the Moale 
Riſing, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw 

In Hillocks ; the ſwift Stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head - ſcarſe from his mould 
Behemoth biggeſt born of Earth upheav'd | 
His vaſtneſs : Fleec't the Flocks and bleating roſe, 
As Plants : ambiguous between Sea and Land 
The River mn ene ſcalie Crocodile. 

At oncecame forth whatever the nd, 
Inſet or Worme ʒ thoſe wav'd ehir limber facs 
For wings, and ſmalleſt Lineaments exact 

In all the Liveries dect of Summers pride 

With ſpots of Gold and Purple, azure and green : 
Theſe as a line thir long dimenſion drew, 
Streaking the ground with tinuous trace 3; not all 
Minims of Nature; ſome of Serpent kinde 
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv'd 
Thir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Firſt crept 
The Parſimonious Emmgt, provident 

Of future, in ſmall room large heart enclos'd, 
Pattern of juſt equalitie perhaps 

Hereafter, join'd in her popular Tribes 

Of Commonaltie e ſwarming next appeer'd 

The Femal Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 
Deliciouſly, and builds her waxen Cells 

With Honey ſtor'd : thereſt are numberleſ, 

A d thou thir Natures know'ſt, and gav'ſt them 


— — 


Needleſt to thee repeaed; not unknown (Names, 
The 


The Serpent TT TITTY field, b-! 
Ot huge ä Tent yogree. bern ke. 


Aud bairie 
Nw tent 1 . 10 
un e 4 
pls -Movess And 
to er ric attire 
ny 4 Aire, Water, Earth 
85 Fowl, Fi Beads 


Frequent 5 5 Sixt day yet remain d ʒ 
2 — — — e 
Of ally dens Qrearure O not 
Aud Brute as othet Creatures, but endu 4 
With SquGtitie of Reaſon,might erect 
Hie Stature, and ups with Front ſerene 
Govern theedt, tri 
hMeav'n, 


I- hence his good 


. co thithet with heart and voice and eyes 
Directed in Devotion, to adote 


And wathhip Ged Supream,1Who'made him chicf 


'Of all — — Ommporent 
Eterna Father For where bs not hee 
Preſevt ) thus to his Son audibly fpake, 

Let us make now Mau in our image, Man 
In our ad let ehem rule 
Over vie Fill: leof ra ard Aire, 
Beaſt ofthe Fithd, and overalhthe Barth, 


Tx Cid, hetero d thee; Ale, chere O Men 
The breath of Lifr ; inchhstvon gina ge hre 
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wat flowu, was ſwum, was watkt 


and from thence 
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And cxery creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
Duſt of thegrramty; (4nd abt!y WIN brezth'd | 
| B b Created. 
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| . thee, in the Image 


Od hon — 
he created' thee, but » tiring ut 


Fond fo Rore's (hn ble Mankinde,and (aid, 
Be fruitful, lie, and fill the 
Subdue it, avdt t Dominjon 

Qver Fich of the Sea, and Fowleof — 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 


Is yet diſtinct by name, t as thou know'ſt 
He brought thee into this Orove, 
This Garden with the Trees of God, 


Delectable both to behold and taſte 

And freely all thir pleaſant fruitfor 

Gave thee, all ſorts are bere that all th Earth yeelds, 

Varietie without end but of the Tree 

Which taſted works know earth hou 

— — ed rwbarr\y 

Death is the penaltie impos bewate, 

— govern well thy — 
—— — atteadant Death. 

— and all that he had made 

View'd, and behold all was entire good; 

So Evy'na Morn accompliſh'd the Sixt 

— were — Gay 
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7 _ behold this new World 


Tb addition of his Empire, bow it ſhew'd 


In from his Throne, how how faire, 
Aufwering his greet Idea. Lo dee 


— Sith acclamation and the ſound 


Sympho- 
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Symphonious of tentbouſand H that tun d 
harmonics : the Earth, the Aire |» 
unded, (thou remember ſt, for thou heard(t) 
The Heay'os and all the Conſtellations rung, 

The Planets iathir ſtations liſt ning ſtood, 
While the bright Pomp aſcended —_ 
Open, ye ever ox Gu the 


Aer Heav na, ; he in 
2 great Creator 1 returnd 
„ his Six 2 World; 
2. — henceforth ofe 4 for God willdeigne 
— viſit oft the dwellings of juſt Men 
Delighted, and with frequent intercourſe 
r will ſend his winged. Meſſengers 
On belesen ding: He through 
rain ; 
yet open'd wid 'd 3 
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the 1 that Milkie way 


VE» Zane thou ſoeſt 
wit — 1 — on Earth the Sca - 


Was ſet, twilight the Eaſt came on, 
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Of Godhead , fixt for — — 


The Filial Power arriy d, and fate — 1 
Wich bis great Father (for. he allo went 
[fovidble, yet ſtaid (ſuch, priviledge 
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* 1 and! end of ENS — — 
#-| Now reſting,/bleſs'd and haſlu dt he ga uch day, | 


As reſting on chat day from all his wark , 
But nat is ſilence kept ; the Harp 
Had work and reſted-not, the ſolemn . 
And Dulcimer, all aftweet to 
All ſounds onÞFrer- gr Sede Wine / 
Temper'd ſoft Tunings, intermixt with Voice 
Choral or Uniſon :- of - incenſe Clouds 
60c| Fuming from Golden Cenfers bid ehe. - 
Creation and the oy en tre ov e on 
Great are thy'workis/i ab, eint e | 
Thy power ; what thought can meaſure r or 
Relate theez- greater now in thy return tongue 


Then E dey 
TY PEE 


Tay Thunders 
s greater tien to duo 27 a 


Who can impair thee,- bee og or bound 
Thy Empire? eaſity the — — 
519 | Of icin a poſtat and e hir 
Thou haſt repeld; while impiouffy t hey the 

| Thee to dimminilh, ane from thee withdtalw * | 
| The number of thy worſhippers, Whofecher 
— leſſen thee, againſt his purpoſe ſerves 

To mafiifeſt ehe more thy Mig : his ev 
Thou ue — — 
Wirnaff tis we, adde World; another ""f 1 
From Heaven Gate not Farr, funded in vie y | 
On theclter alis; the Glaſſie Sca; ö 
Of amplitude atmoſt immenſe with! Starr?! 
Numerous, andevety arr perhaps'h World““ 


Of ge ſlind habit to; but thou knoë- ttt 
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Paradife off. Bock 7. 
Thir ſeaſons: among theſe the feat of men, | 
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfus'd, 
Thir pleaſant dwelling place. Thrice happie men, 
And {ons of men, whom God hath thus ad vanet, 
Created in his Image, thereto dwell 
And worſhip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his Works. on Earth; in Sev, or Air, 
And — a Race of Worſhippers 630 
Holy and juft': thrice happie if they know 
Thir happtneſs, aud perſevete upright. 
So ſung they; and the Empytean rung, 
With Hallelsiabr: Thus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy requeſt chiuk now fulfilf'd, that ask d 
How firſt this World and face of things began, 
And what before thy memorie was don _ 
From the beginning, that poſteritte ' Ot 
Informd by thee might know; if elſe thou ſeekſt 
Aught, not ſurpaſſing human meafure, ſay. 640 
To whom thus Ad gratefully repli d. | 
What thanks ſufficient, or what recompence | 
Equal have E to render thre, Divine 4, 
1 who thus largely haſt aHayd | 
e thirſt I had of knowledge, and vontſaPe 
This friendly edudeſcentioù to telare 
Things elſe by me unſearchibfe, now Kefrd® ( 
| VVith onder, be ih brag te: l 
| With glorie attrbuted”tb' the hig! | 
Creator g ne king yet of doubt femaftes, 650 
VVbich onety Thy foluttoi Laß rache 5 
Vvtien Ebehold ehispoodly Frime, dngVV g214-* 
Of He Ward EartWerhR(Gng hf dothpiite, - 4 
| Thir magnitudes, this Earth a ſpot; 1 graine, 
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An Atom, with the Firmament compar'd 


Spaces incomprehenſible (for ſuch 

T hir diſtance argues and thir ſwift return 

| Diuraal) meerly to officiate light 

560 Round this opacous Earth, this punctual ſpot, 
One day and night; in all thip vaſt ſurvey 
Uſcleſs beſides, reaſoning I oft admire, 
How Nature wiſe and iruga) could commit 
Such diſproportions, with ſuperfluous hand 
So many nobler Bodies to create, _ 
Greater ſo manifold to this one uſe, 

For aught appeers, and on thir Orbs impoſe 
Such reſtleſs revolution day by day 
Repeated, while the ſedentarie Earth, 


670 | That better might with farr leſs compaſs move, 


Serv'dby more noble then her ſelf, attaines 
Her end without leaſt motion, and receaves, 
As Tribute ſuch a ſumleſs journey brought 

Of incorpareal ſpeed, her warmth and light ; 


Perceaving where ſhe ſat retir'd ig fight , 
With lowlineſs Majeſtic from her ſcat, . 


$ to ibe whoſe ſwiſtueſs Number failes. 
poke our Sire, and by his count'nance ſeemd 
Entring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe, which Eve 


go And Grace that won who ſaw tg her ſtay, | 


To viſit how they proſper d, bud and bloom, 
Her Nurſerie ʒ theqj at her coming ſprung 

And toucht by hex fair gendance g 
Yet went ſhe not, as an Chou di 
Delighted, or not cap r care... 
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Roſe, and went forth many her Fruits and Flours, 


ier grew. 
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And all her numberd Starrs, that ſeem to rowle 
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Of what was high : ſuch pleaſure ſhe reſery'd, 
Adam relating, ſhe ſole Auditreſs 3' _ } 
Her Husband the Relater ſhe preferr'd 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 

Choſe rather; hee, ſhe knew would intermix 
Grateful digreſſions, and ſolve high diſpute 
With conjugal Careſſes, from his Lip | 
Not Words alone pleas d her. O when meet now 
Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn'd ? 
With Goddeſs-like demeanour forth ſhe went; 
Not — for on her as — 

A pomp of winning Graces waited (ti 

Ant from about her ſhot Darts of deſire 

Into all Eyes to wiſh her ſtill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos d 
Benevolent and facil thus replrd. 

To ask or ſearch I blame thee not, for Heav'a 
Is as the Book of God before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne 
His Seaſons, Hours, or Days, or Months, or Yeares -: 
This-to attain; whether Heav'n move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reck'a right, the reſt 

From Man or Angel the great Architect 

Did wiſely to conceal, and not divulge = 
His ſecrets to be ſcann'd by them ho ought 
Rather admire 3 or if they liſt to try 
Conjecture, he his Fabric of the Heay ns 

Hath left to thir diſputes, perhaps to move 

His laughter at thir quaint Opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heav'n 
And calculareche'Starrs, how they willweild 
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| With thir attendant Moons thou wilt deſcrie 


As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and Rain produce 
Fruits in her ſoft'nd Soile, for ſome to eate 
Allotted there; and other Suns perhaps 


Communicating Mie and Femal Light, 
Which two great Sexes animate the World, 
Stor'd in each Orb perhaps with ſome that live. 
For ſuch vaſt room in Nature unpoſſeſt 

By living Soule, deſert and deſolate, 

Onelyto ſhine, yet ſcarce to contribute 

Each Orb a glimps of Light,conveyd ſo farr 
Down tothis habitable, which returnes 

Light back to them, is obvious to diſpute: 

But whether thus theſe things, or whether not, 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heav'a ,, 
Riſe on the Earth, or Earth riſe on the Sun, 

Hee from the Eaſt his flaming 1 * 
Or Shee from Weſt her ſilent courſe advance 
Wich inoffenſive pace that ſpinning ſleeps 

On her ſoft Axle, while ſhe paces Eev'n, 

And bears thee ſoft with the ſmooth Air al 
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid, 
Leave them to God above, him ſerve and feare; 
Of other Creatures, as him pleaſes beſt, 
Wherever plac't, let him diſpoſe: joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradiſe 

And thy faire Eve; Heav nis for thee too high 
To know what paſſes there; be lowlie wiſe : 
Think onely what concernes thee and thy being; 
Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there 
Live, in what ſtate, condition or degree, 
Contented that thus farr hath been reveal'd 


Not 
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Not of Earth onely but of higheſt Heav u. 

To whomthus Adam cleerd of doubt, repli'd. 
How fully haſt thou ſatisfi'd mee, pure 
Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel ſerene, 

And freed from intricacies, taught to live, 
The eaſieſt way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the ſweet of Life, from which 
God hath bid dwell farr off all anxious cares, 
And not moleſt us, unleſs we our ſelves 
Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions 
But apt the Mind or Fancie is to roave (vaine. 
Uncheckt, and of her roaving is no end; 
Till warn d, or by experience taught, ſhe learne, 
That not to know at * of things remote 
From ule, obſcure and ſuttle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime Wiſdom, what is more, is fame, 
Or emptineſs, or fond impertinence, 
And renders us in things that moſt concerne 
Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and ſtill to ſeek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us deſcend 
A lower flight, and ſpeak of things at hand 
Uſeful, whence haply mention may.ariſe 
Of ſomthing not unſeaſonable to ask 
By ſufferance, and thy wonted favour deign'd. 
Thee I have heard relating what was don 
Ere my remembrance : now hear mee relate 
My Storie, which perhaps thou haſt not heard ; 
| And Day is yet not ſpent ; till then thou ſeeſt 
How ſuttly to detajne thee I deviſe, 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate, 
Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply: 1 
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| Abundantly his gifts hath alſo pour'd 


For while I (it wich thee, I ſeem in Heav n, 
And ſweeter thy diſcourſe is to my eare 
Then Fruits of Palawtree pleaſanteſt to thirſt 
And hunger both, from labour, atthe houre 


Though pleaſant, but thy words with Grace Di- 
Imbu'd, bring to thir ſweetneſs no ſatietie. 

To whom thus Raphael anſwer d heav'nly mee k. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men, 

Nor tongue inclcoquent ; for God on thee 


lnward and outward both, his image faire: 
Speaking or mute all comlineſs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion formes. 
Nor leſs think wee in Heav'n of thee on Earth 


Then of our fellow ſervant, and inquire 
Gladly into the wayes of God with Man: 

For God we {ce hath honour'd thee, and ſet 
On Man his equal Love: ſay therefore on; 
For I that Day: was abſent, as befell, 

Bound on a- voyage uncouth and obſcure, 
Farr on excurſion toward the Gates of Hell; 
Squar'd in full Legion (fuch command we had) 
To ſee that none thence iſſu d forth a ſpie, 

Or enemie, while God was in his work, 

Leaſt hee incenſt at ſuch eruption bold, 
Deſtruction with Creation might have mixt. 
Not that they durſt without his leave attempt, 
But us he ſends upon his high beheſts 

For ſtate, as Sovran King, and to enure 

Our prompt obedience. Faſt we found, faſt ſhut 


Of ſweet repaſt ; they ſatiate, and ſoon hill, (vine 


The diſmal Gates, and barricado'd ſtrong 3 
But 
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But long ere our approaching heard within 

Noiſe, other then the ſonnd of Dance or Song, 

Torment, and lowd lament, furious rage. 

Glad we return'd up to the coaſts of Light 

Ere Sabbath Eev ning: ſo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now forl attend, 

Pleas'd with thywords no leſs then thou with mine. 
So ſpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 

For Man to tell how human Life began 

Is hard; for who himſelf beginning knew ? 

Deſire with thee ſtill longer to converſe 

lnduc'd me. As new wak t from ſoundeſt fleep 

Soft on the flourie herb I found me laid 

In Balmie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun 

Soon dri'd, and onthe reaking moiſture fed. 

Strait toward Heav'n my wondring Eyes I turnd, 

And gaz'd a while the ample Skie, till rais d 

By quick inſtinctive motion up I ſprung, 

As thitherward endevoring, and upright 

Stood on my feet ; about me round [ ſaw 

Hill, Dale, and ſhadic Woods, and fannie Plaines, 

And liquid Lapſe of murmuring Streams; by theſe, 

Creatures that livd, and movd, and walk'd,or flew, 

Birds on the branches warbling; all things ſmil'd, 

With fragrance and with joy my heart orefſow d. 

My ſelf then d, and Limb by Limb 

Survey d, and ſometimes went, and ſometimes ran 

With ſupple joints, as lively vigour led: 

But who I was, or where, orfrom what cauſe; 

Knew not ; to ſpeak I tri d, and forthwith ſpake, 

My Tongue vbey'd and readily could name 

What ere l ſaw. Thou Sun, Cid I, faire Light, 
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And thou enlight ud Earth, fo freſh and gay, 


Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plaine: 
And yethat liveaggmove, fair Creatures, tell, 
Tell, if ye ſaw, ho came I thus, how here ? 

Not of my ſelf; by ſome great Maker then, 

In goodneſs and in power preeminent 5 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 
From whom I have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am happier then I know. 
While thus I call'd,and ſtray d I knew not whit her, 
From where I firſt drew Aire, and firſt beheld 
This happie Light, when anſwer none return'd, 
On a green wache Bank profuſe of Flours 

Penſive I fate me down; there gentle ſlecp 

Firſt found me, and with ſuft oppteſſion ſei d 
My drouſed ſenſe, untroubl d, though I thought 
I them was pa to my former ſtate 

Inſenſible, and forthwith to diſſolve : 

When ſuddenly ſtood at my Head a dream, 

930| Whoſe inward apparition geotly mov'd 

My Fancy to believe I yet ing, 
And livd: One came, met hought, of ſhape Divine, 
And ſaid, thy Manſion wants thee, Adam, rile, 
Firſt Man, of Men innumerable ordain'd 


Firſt Father, call'd by thee I come thy Guide 

To the Garden of bliſs, thy ſeat prepar'd. 

So ſaying, by the hand he took me tai d, 

And over Fields and Waters, as in Aire 

| Smooth ſliding without — laſt led me up 

940 A woodie Mountain; whole high top was — 
A Circuit wide, enclos d, with rees 

Planted, with Walks, and Bowers, that what I ſaw 
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Of Farth before ſcarſe pleaſant ſeemd. Each Tree 
Load'n with faireſt Fruit, that ang to the Eye 
Tempt ing, ſtirr'd in me fu ite 
Topluck and cates w wak'd, and found 
Before mine Eyes all real, as the dream 

Had lively ſhadowd : Here had new begun 
My wandring, had not hee who was my Guide 
Up hither, from among the Trees appeer'd, 
Preſence Divine. — 2 , but with aw 

in adoration at his [ 2 

Submiſi: he reur d me,& Whom thou ſoughtſt I am, 
Said mildely, Author of all this thou ſeeſt 
Above, or round about thee or beneath. 

This Paradiſe 1 give thee, count it thine 

To Till and , and of the Fruit to cate * 
Tree that in the Garden growes 

Eate freely with glad heart; fear here no dearth : 
But ofthe Tree whoſe operation brings 
Knowledg of good and ill, which I have ſet 

The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy Faith, 
Amid the Garden by the Tree of Life, 
Remember what t warne thee, ſhun to taſte, 

And ſhun the bittet conſequence : for know, 
The day thou eat'ſt thereof, my ſole command 
Tranſgreſt, inevitably thou ſhalt dye; 

From that day mortal, and this happie State 

Shalt looſe, expell'd from hence into a World 


950 


Of woe and ſorrow. Sternly he — 4 
The rigid interdictioa, which refounds | 
Yet dreadful in mine.care, though in my choice 

d t to incur; bur ſoon his cleer af! 
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Not onely theſe fair bounds, but all the Earth 

Racel give; as Lords 

wes that therein live, 

Beaſt, Fiſh, and Fowle. 

In ſigne whereof each Bird and Beaſt behold 

After thir kindes ; I bring them to receave 

From thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtic 

With low ſubjection 4 

Of Fiſh within thir watry reſidence, 

Not hither ſummoad, fince they cannot change 

Thit Element todraw thethinner Aire. 

As thus he ſpake, each Bird and Beaſt behold 

ching two and two, Theſe cowriog low 

ſtoop d on his wing. 

paſy'd, and underſtood 

Thir Nature, with fuch knowledg God endu'd 

ion: but intheſe 

[ found not what me thought I wanted ſtill; 

And tothe Heav'nly viſion thus 
O by what-Name, for thou 

Above mankinde, or aught then mankinde higher, 

farr my naming, 

Adore thee, Author of this Univrerie, 

And all this good to man, for whoſe well being 

So amply, and with bands ſo liberal 

Thou haſt provided all thin 

[| ſee not who'partakes.-In ſolitude 

What happineſs, who can enjoy alone, 

, What contentment find ? 

umptuous ; and the yihaa bright, 

{mile more brighi ad, thus repi1'd. 

What call'ſt thou ſolitude, is not che Earth 
With! 


To thee and t 
Poſſeſs it, and a 
Or live in Sea, or 
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Or all enjoy! 
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Paradiſe loft. 
[With various liviog creatures, and the Aire 
Repleniſht, and all theſe at thy command 
To come and play before theeyknow'lt thou not 


[Thir language and thir wayes, they allo know, | 
And treaſon not contemptibly ; with theſc | 
| 


Find paſtime, and beate rule; thy Realm is large. 
So ſpake the Univerſal Lord, and ſcem d 

So ordering. I with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 

And humble deprecation thus repli'd. 

Let not my words offend thee, Heav'nly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while | ſpeak. | 
Haſt thou not made me here thy ſubſttute, | 
And theſe inferiour farr beneath me fet ? | 


Among unequals what ſocietie 1 


Can fort, what harmonie or true delight? 

Which muſt be mutual, in proportion due | 
Giv'n and receiv d 4 but in difparitie | 
The one intenſe, the other (till remiſs | 
Cannot well ſuite with either, but ſoon prove 
Tedious alike : Of fellowſhip | ſpeak | 
Such as I ſeek, fir to participate 

All rationa! delight, wherein the brute | 
Cannot be human cunſort ; they rejoyce | 
Each with thir Kinde, Lion with Lioneſs; | 
So htly them in pairs thou haſt combin'd x 

Much leis can Bird with Beaft, or Fiſh with Fowle 
So well converfe, nor wth the Or the Ape; 
Worſtben can Man with Beaſt, and leaſt of all. 


Whereto th Almighty anſwer d, aot diſpleas d. | 


A nice and ſuttle happinets I fee 

Thou to thy {cit propoteit, in the choice 

Of thy Allociates, Adam, and wilt taſte 
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No pleaſure, though in pleaſure, folitarie. 
What thinkft thou then of mee, and this my State, 
Seem I to thee ſufficiently poſſeſt 
Of happineſs, or not ? who am alone 
From all Erernitie, for none | know 
Second to mee or like, equal much leſs, 
| How have I then with whom to hold converſe | 
| Save withthe Creatures which I made, and thoſe 
To me inferiour, infinite deſcents | 
Beneath what other Creatures are to thee ? 

He ceasd, Towly anſwer'd. Toatraine 
The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes 
All human thoughts come ſhort, Supream of things; | 
Thou in thy ſelf art perfet, and in thee | 
Is no deficience found ; not fo is Man, | 
But in degree, the cauſe of his defire | 
By converſat ion with his like to help, | 
Or ſolace his defects. No need that thou | 
Shouldſt propagat, already infinite ; 
And through all numbers abſolute, though One; 
But Man bynumber is to manifeſt | 
His ſingle imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his — multipli'd, 
In unitie defective, which requires 
Collateral love, and deereſt amit ie. 
Thou in thy ſecreſie although alone, 
| Beſt with thy ſelf accompanied, ſeek'ſt not 
Social communication, yet fo pleas'd, 
Canſt raiſe thy Creature to wi highth thou wile 
Of Union or Communion, deiſt d; 
I by converſing cannot theſe erect 
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Thus 1 embold'nd ſpake, and freedom us'd 

Permiſlive, and acceptance found, which gain d 
Ibis anſwer from the gratious voice Divine. 
| Thus farr to try thee, Adam, | was pleas'd, 
And finde thee knowing 
| Which thou haſt rightly nam d, but of thy (cf, 
Expreſling well the ſpirit within thee free , 

My Image, not imparted tothe Brute, 

WV hoſe tellowſhip therefore unmeet tor thee 
Good reaſun was thou freely ſhouldit diſlike, 
And be ſo minded (till 3 I, ere thou ſpak It, 
[Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 

And no ſuch companie as then thou ſaw ſt 
Intended thee, for trial onely brought, 
To ſee bow thou could ſt judge of tit and meet: 
What next I bring ſhall pleaſe thee, be aflur'd, 
Thy likeneſs, thy tit help, thy other (elf, 
Thy wiſh, exactly to thy hearts deſire. 
Hee ended, or l heard no more, for now 
earthly by bis Heav'aly overpowerd, 
ich it had long ſtood under, ſtreind to the 
In that celeſtial Collog 
Az with an object that excels the ſenſe, 

Dazl'd and ſpent, funk duwn, and ſoughe repair 
Ot ſleep, which inſtantly fell on me, call'd 
(By Nature as in aide, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos d, but op'n left the Cell 
Of Fancie my interra! light, by which 
Abſtract as in a tranſe methought | ſaw, 
Though ſleeping, where | lay, and ſaw the ſhape 

Still glorious beture whom awake [ ſtood ; 

Who ſtooping op nd my — hide, and took 


not of Beaſts alone, 


uie ſublime, 
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And Lite - blood ſtreaming freſh; wide was the 


But ſuddenly with fleſh fill'd up & heal d: (wound. 


1 


The Rib he formd and faſhond with his hands ; 
Under his forming hands a Creature grew, | 
Manlike, but different ſex, ſo lovly faire, 
That what ſeemd fair in all the World, ſeemd now 
Mean, or in her ſummd up, in her containd | 
And in her looks, which from that time infus'd | 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, | 
And into all things from her Aire inſpit d 
The ſpirit of love and amoruus delight. 
She diſappeerd, and left me dark, I wak'd 
To find her, or for everto deplore 
Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure: | 
When out of hope, behold her, not farr off, | 
Such as I ſaw her in my dream, adornd | 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beſtow | 
To make her amiable : On the came, | 
Led by her Heav'nly Maker, though unſeen, 
And guided by his voice, nor uninformd 
Of nuptial Sanctitie and marriage Rites : 
Grace was in all her ſteps, Heav'n in her Eye, 
In every geſture dignit ie and love. 
overjoyd could not forbear aloud. | 
This turn hath made amends thou haſt fulfill d 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benigne, 
Giver of all things faire, but faireſt this 


—ä ᷓ P 7 


Of all thy gifts, nor envieſt. I now fee | 
Bone of my Bone, Fleſh of my Fleſh, my Self 
Before me; Woman is her Name, of Man 
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Extracted 3; for this cauſe he ſhall forgoe | 
, Father 
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Father and Mother, and to his Wife adhere 4 

And they ſhall be one Fleſh, one Hearr, one Soule. 

She heard methus,and though divinely brought, 
Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeſtie, | 
| Her vertue and the coulcience ot her worth, 
| That would be woo'd, and not unſought be won, 
Not obvious, not obt ruſive, but retir'd, 

* he more deſirable, or to ſay all, 

Nature her felt, though pure of ſinful thought, 
Wrought in her ſo, that ſeeing me che turu d; 
| follow'd her, ſhe what was Honour knew, | 
And with oblequious Majeſtie approv'd 
My pleaded reaſon. To the Nuptial Bowre 
Lied her bluſhing like the Morn : all Heavn, 
And happie Conſtellations on that houre 
Shed thir ſelecteſt influence; the Earth 
Gavc ſign of gratulation, and each Hill x | 
Joyous the Birds ; freſh Gales and gentle Aires 
Whiſper'd it tothe Woods, and from thir wings 
| Flung Roſe, tiung Odours from the ſpicie Shrub, 
| Diſporting, till the ame tous Bird of Night 
Sung Spouſal, and bid haſte the Eevning Starr 
| On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp. 

Thus I have told thee all my State, and brought 

My Stone to the fum of earthly blits 

Which 1 enjoy, and muſt confeſs to find 

In all things elſe delight indeed, but fuch 

As us d or not, works in the ming no change, 

Nor vehement deſite, thele delicacies | 
I mean of Taſte,Sight, Snell, Herbs, F ruits,&F lours, | 

Walks, and the melodie of Birds; but here | 
Fart otherwiſe, tranſported | behold, 
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Commotion ſtrange, in all enjoyments elſe 
Superiour and unmov d, here onely weake 


Or Nature ſaild in mee, and lett ſome part 
Not proof enough ſuch Object to ſuſtain, 
Or from my ſide ſubducting, took _ 
| More then enough; at leaſt on her beſtow'd 
Too much of Ornament, in outward ſhew 
Elaborate, of inward leſs exact. 

For well I underſtand in the prime end 

Of Nature her th' inferiour, in the mind 
And inward Faculties, which moſt excel, 
In outward alſo her reſembling leſs 
His Image who made both, — lels expreſſing 
The character of that Dominion giv'n 
Orte other Creatures; yet hen approach 
Her lovelineſs, fo abſolute ſhe ſeems 
And in her ſelf compleat, ſo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or ſay, 
| Scems wiſeſt, vertuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt ; 
All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded, Wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Looſes diſcount'nanc't, and like folly ſhewes ; 
Authoritic and Reaſon on her waite, 

As one intended hrit, not after made 
Occaſionally ; and to conſummate all, 
Greatneſs of mind and nobleneſs chir ſeat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard Angelic plac't. 
To whom the Angel with contracted brow. 

Accuſe not Nature, ſhe hath don her part; 
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Lranſported touch s hcre — firſt 1 felt, * 
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Do thou but thine, and be not diſident 
Ot Wiſdom, ſhe deſerts thee not, if thou 
Diſmiſs not her, when moſt thou needſt her nigh, 
[By attributing overmuch to things 
(Leſs excellent, as thou thy ſelf perceav'ſt, 
'For what admir'(t thou, what tranſports thee ſo, 
An outſide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cheriſhing, thy honouring, and thy love, 
Not thy ſubjection: weigh with her thy ſelf ; 
[Then value: Oſt times nothing profits more 
Iden ſelf-cſteem, grounded on juſt and right | 
Well manag'd; of that skill the more thou know'(t, | 
[I he more he will acknowledge thee her Head, 
And to realities yeild all her ſnows ; 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honour thou maiſt love | 
Thy mate, who ſees when thou art ſeen leaſt wiſe, 
But it the ſenſe of touch whereby mankind | 
ls propagated ſeem ſuch dear delight 
Beyond all other, think the ſame voutſaf't 
'ToCattel and cach Beaſt; which would not be 
To them made common & divulg'd, it aught 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to ſubdue 
Fhe Soule of Man, or paſſion in him move. 
What higher in her ſocietie thou ſindſt 
Attractive, human, rational, love ſtill; 
In loving thou doſt well, in p aſſion not, | 
Wherein true Love confiſts not ; love refmnes 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his ſcat | 
In Reaſon, and is judicious, is the ſcale | 


' 


y which to heav'nly Love thou maiſt aſcend, 
Not ſunk in carnal pleaſure, for which cauſe | 


Among 
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Among the Beaſts no Mate for thee was found. 
| To whomthus half abaſt't H tepli d. 
Neither het out · ſide formd ſo fair, nor aught 
lo procreat ion common to all kindes 
(Though higher of the genial Bed by far, 
And with myſterious reverence | deem) 
So much delights me, as thoſe graceful acts, 
| Thoſe thouſand decencies that daily flow 
| From all her words and act ions, mixt with Love 


— — 


Union of Mind, or in us both one Soule; 
Harmonie to behold in wedded pair 
More grateful then harmonious ſound to the eare. 
Let theſe ſubject not ; I to thee diſcloſe 
What inward thenee I t:e!, not therefore foild, 
| Who meet with various objects, from the ſeuſe 
Varioully repreſenting z yet ſtill free 
Approve the beſt, and follow what I approve. 
| To love thou blam'ſt me not, for love thou ſaiſt 
12 50 | Leads upto Heav'n, is both the way and guide; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what Taſk; 
Love not the heav'nly Spirits, and how thir Love 
Expreſs they, by looks onely, or do they mix 
[rradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 
| Towhom the Angel with a ſmile that glow'd 
[Celeſtial rofie red, Loves proper hue, 
Anſwer d. Let itſuftice thee that thou knows 
U: happie, and without Love no happineſs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy it 
ay — pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
Inemmence, and obſtacle find none 
Of membrane, joynt, or limb, excluſive barrs : 
a Eaſier 
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With grateful Memorit : thou to mankind 
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Ealier then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, Union of Pure with Pure 
Deliring z nor reſtrain'd conveyance need 

As Fleſh to mix with Fleſh, or Soul with Soul. 
But I can now no more ; the parting Sun 
Beyond the Earths green Cape and verdant Iſles 
Heſperean lets, my Signal to depart, 
Be ſtrong, live happie, and love, — firſt of all 
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Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 


His great command ʒ take heed leaſt Paſſion ſway, 


Thy Judgement to do aught, which elſe free Will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy Sons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac't 5 beware. 


[ in thy perſevering ſhall rejoyce, 


And all the Bleſt : ſtand faſt ; to ſtand or fall 
Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies, 

Perfet within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranſgreſs repel. 

So ſaying, he aroſe; whom Adam thus 
Follow'd with benediction. Since to part, 
Go heavenly Gueſt, Ethereal Meſlenger, 
Sent from whoſe ſovran neſs l . 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honour'd ever 


Be good and friendly ſtill, and oft return. 


So parted they, the Angel upto Heav'n 
From the thick ſhade, and Adam to his Bowre, 
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O more of talk where God or Ange! 
18 Gueſt 
| With Man, as with his Friegd, fami- 
4 iar us d 
To fit | indulgent, and with him 
partake 


Rural repaſt, permitting him the while 

Venial diſcourſe unblam'd : I now muſt change 

| Thoſe Notes to Tragic.z foul diſtruſt, and breach 
Diſloyal on the part of Man, revolt, | 

| And diſobedience : On the part of Heav'r 

'Now alienated, diſtance and diſtaſte, 

id Anger and juſt rebuke, and judgement giv 'n, 
That brought into this World a world of woe, 
Sinne and her thadow Death, and Miſerie 
' Deaths Harbinger : Sad rask, yet argument 

Not leſs but more Heroic then the wrauth 


| | of 
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Ot ſtero Achilles on his Foe purſu d 

Thrice Fugitive about Trey Wall ; or rage 
Of ura tor Lavinia diſeſpous'd, 

Or Neptun s ite or jens, that ſo long 
Perplax'd the Greek and Cytherea's Sonz 
If anſwerable ſlyle I can obtaine 

Of my Celeſtial Patroneſs, who deignes 
Her nightly vilitat ion uoimplor'd, 

And dictates to me ſlumbring, or inſpires 
'Falic my unpremeditated Verſe : 

Since firſt this Subject for Heroic Song 
Pleas d me long chooſing, and beginning late; 
Nor ſedulous by Nature to indite 
| Warrs, hitherto the onely Argument 

| Heroic deem d, chief maiſtrie to diſſect 
Wich long and tedious havoc fabl'd Knights 
| In Battels feign'd 3 the bettet fortitude 

Of Patience and Heroic Martyrdom 

' Unſung; or to deſcribe Races and Games, 
Or tiltiag Furniture, emblazon'd Shields, 
Impreſes quaint, Capariſons and Stceds; 
Baſes and tinſel Trappings, gorgious Knights 


Serv'd up in Hall with Sewers, and Seneſhals; 

Theskill of Artifice or Office mean, 

Not that which juſtly gives Heroic name 

To Perſon or to Poem. Mee of theſe 

Nor skilld nor ſtudious, higher Argument 

Remaines, ſufficient of it (elf to raiſe 

That name, unleſs an age too late, or cold 

Climat, or Years damp my inteuded wing 
Depreſt, and much they may, if all be mine, 
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Not Hers who _— it nightly to my Ear. 


The Sun was ſunk, and after him the Starr 
Of Heſperas, whoſe Office is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, ſhort Arbiter 
Twixt Day and Night, and now from end to end 
Nigi.:ts Hemiſphere had veild the Horizon round: 
Wen Satan who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On mans deſtruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himſelf, tearleſs return d. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight return'd 
From compaſſing the Earth, cautious of day, 
Since Uriel Regent of the Sun deſcri'd 
His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim 


That kept thir wafthzthence full of ahguiſh driv'n, 


The ſpace of ſeven continu'd Nights he rode 
With darkneſs, thrice the Equinoctial Line 
He circl'd, four times croſs'd the Carr of Night 
From Pole to Pole, traverlipg each Colure 3 
On the eighth return'd, and on the Coaſt averſe 
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by ſtealth 
Found unſuſpeted way. There was a place, 
Now not,though Sin, not Time, firſt wraught the 
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradiſe . (change, 
Into a Gult ſhot under ground, till part 
Roſe up a Fountain by the Tree of Life; 
In with the River ſunk, and with it roſe 
Satan involv'd in riſing Miſt, then ſought 
Where to lie hid; Sea he had ſearcht and Land 
From Eden over Pontus, and the Poole 
Meotis, up beyond the River 0b; 

Down- 
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Downward as farr Antarticz and ia lęagth 
Welt from Orontes to the Ocean barr d 

At Darien, thence to the Land where flowes 
Ganges and Indus: thus the Orb he roam d 
With narrow ſearch, and with inſpection deep 
Conſider d every Creature, which of all 
Moſt opportune might ſerve his Wiles, and found 
The Serpent ſuttleſt Beaſt of all the Field. 

Him after long debate, irreſolute 

Of thoughts tevob bis ſinal ſentence choſe 

Fit Veſle], fitteſt J f fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark ſuggeſtions hide 

From ſharpeſt ſight : for in the wilie Snake, 
Whatever fleights none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his wit and native ſuttletie 

Proceeding, which in other Beaſts obſerv d 
Doubt might beget of Diabolic pow'r 

Active within beyond the ſenſe of brute. ; 
Thus he reſolv'd, but firſt from inward griefe 

His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour d: 

O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if not preferr'd 
More juſtly,Seat worthier of Gods, as built 

With ſecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
For what Godafter better worſe would build ? 
Terreſtrial Heav'n, danc't round by other Heav'ns 
That ſhine, yet bear thir bright officious Lamps, 
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Light above Light, for thee alone, as ſeems, 
In thee concentring all thir precious beams 


Is Center, yet exteꝑds to all, ſo thou 
Centring receav'ſt from all thoſe Orbs; in thee, 


= in themſelves, all thir known vertue appeers | 


Pro- 


Of ſacred inſſuence: As God in Heav'n | | 
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Productive in Herb, Plant, and nobler birth 
| Of Creatures animate with gradual life 
Ot Growth, Senſe, Reaſon, all ſumm'd up in Man. 
Wich what delight could I have walkt thee round 
ſit t could joy in aoght, wert interchange | 
Ot Hill and Vallie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, / 
| Now Land, now Sta, & Shores with Forreſt crownd,| 
Rocks, Dens, and Caves; but I in none of theſe 
| Find place or refuge; and the more I ſee 
120 pleaſures about me, ſo mug more] feel 
Torment within me, as from e hatetul ſiege | 
| Of contraries ; all good to me becomes 
| Bane,and inHeavn much worſe would be my ſtate. | 
But neither here ſeek I, no nor in Heavy n 
To dwell, unless by maiſtring Heav'ns Supreame; 
Nor hope to be my ſelf leſs miſerable 
By what I ſeek; but ot hers to make ſuch 
As I, though thereby worſe to me redound: 
Fer onely in deſtroying I ſinde eaſe 
>| To my relentleſs thoughts; and him deſtroyd, 
Or won to what may work his utter loſs, 
For whom all this was made, all this will ſoon 
Follow, as to him linke inweal or woe, 
In wothen; that deſtruction wide may range: 
To mee ſhall be the glorie ſole among 
The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr'd 
What he Almightre (tyV'd, ſix Nights and Days | 
{Continu'd making, and who knows how long | 
Before had bin contriving, though perhaps | 
Not longer then ſince I in one Night freed 
From ſervitude inglorious welnigh half 
Th' Angelic Name, andthinner left the throng | 
| Ot | 
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Of his adorers-: hee to be aveng'd, 

And to repaire his numbers thus impair'd, 

Whether ſuch vertue ſpent of old now fail 

More Angels to Create, if they at leaſt 

Are his Created or to ſpite us more, 

Dctermin'd te adyance into our room 

A Creature form d: of Earth, and him endow, 

Exalted from ſo baſe original, | 

With Heav'aly ſpoils, our ſpoils: What he decreed 

| He effected; Man he made, and for bim baile 

Magnificent this World, and Earth his ſeat, 

Him Lord pronounc'd, and, O indignitie ! 

[Subjected to his ſervice Angel wings, 

And flaming Miniſters to watch and tend 

Thir earthie Charge: Of theſc the vigilance 

dtead, and to elude, thus wrapt in miſt 

Ot midaight vapor glide obſcure, and prise 

In every Buſh and Brake, where bap may ſinde 

The Serpent ſleeping, in whoſe mazie foulds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring, 

O foul deſcent | that I who etſt contended ' 

With Gods to fit the higheſt, am now con(traind 

Into a Beaſt, and mixt with beſtial lime, 

This eflence to incarnate and imbrute, 

That to the hight of Deitie afpir'd ; 

But what will not Ambition and Revenge 

De ſcend to? who aſpires muſt down as low 

As high he ſoard, obnoxious firſt or laſt 

To baſeſt things. Revenge, at ſirſt though {wect, 

Bitter ere long back on it elf recoiles; 

Let it 3 — not, ſo it light well aiurd, 

Siace higher I fall ſhort, on him who next 
Provokes 
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| Book 
| 
| Pruvokes my envie, this hew Favorite 


[Whom us the more to ſpite his Ma ker rais d 
From dult : ſpite then with fpite is beſt re 


180 Like a black miſt lo creepi 


Th Labyrinth of many a round ſelf-rowld, 


With act intelligential; but his fleep- 


Of Hcav 'n, this Man of Clay, Son of deſpite; 


id. 
So ſaying, through each Thicket Danck — Drie, 
1 „ he held on 
His midnight ſearch, where ſooneſt he might finde 
The Serpent : him faſt fleeping ſoon he found 


His head the midſt, well ſtor d with ſuttle wiles : 
Not yet in herrid Shade or diſmal Den, 

Not nocent yet, but on the graſſie Herbe 
Fearleſs unfeard he ſlept: in at his Mouth 

The Devil enterd, and his brutal ſenſe, 

In heart or head, poſſeſſing ſoon inſpir d 


Diſturbd not, waiting cloſe th approach of Morn. 
Now whenas ſacred Light began to dawne 

In Eden on the humid Flours, that breathd 

Thir morning Incenſe, when all things that breath, 
From th' Earths great Altar ſend up ſilent praiſe 
To the Creator, and his Noſtrils fill 

With gratefull Smell, forth came the human pair 
And joynd thir vocal Worſhip to the Quire 


200 


Of Creatures wanting voice, that done, partake 
The ſeaſon, prime for ſweeteſt Sents and Aires: 
Then commune how that day they beſt may ply 
Thir growing work : for much thir work outgrew 
The hands diſpatch of two Gardning ſo wide. 
And Eve firſt to her Husband thus began. 

Adam, well may we labour ſtill to dreſs 


— — 


This Garden, ſtill to tend Plant, Herb and Flour. 


Our 
MEET 
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Our pleaſant task enjoyn d, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by reſtraint; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 210 
One night or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending ta wilde. Thou — now adviſe | 
Or hear what to my mind firſt thoughts preſent, 
Let us divide our labouss, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where moſt needs, whether to wind 
The Woodbine round this Arbour, or direct 
The claſping Ivie where to climb, while 
In yonder Spring of Roſes intermixt 
With Myrtle, find what to redreſs till Noon : 
For while ſo near each other thus all day 220 
Our task we chooſe, what wonder if ſo near 
Looks intervene and ſmiles, or object new 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits 
Our dayes work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of Supper comes unearn'd. 
To whom mild anſwer Adam thus return d. 
Sole Eve, Aſſociate ſole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living Creatures deare, | | 
Well haſtthou motion'd,wel thy thoughts imployd | 
How we might beſt fulfill the work which here | 230 
God hath aftign'd us, nor of me ſhalt paſs | 
Unprais'd : for nothing lovelier can be found | | 
| 
| 


— — — 


In woman, then to ſtudie houſhuld good, | 
And guod workes in her Husband to promote. 

Yet not ſo ſtrictly hath our Lord impos'd 

Labour, as to debarr us when we need 
Refreſhment, whether tood, or talk between, | 
'Food of the mind, or this ſweet intercourſe | 
| | F Ff O. 


— 


| 


| 
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Love not the loweſt end of human life. 
For not to irkſom toile, but to delight 


Will keep from Wilderneſs with cafe, as wi 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
Aſſiſt us : But if much converſe perha 

Thee fatiate, to ſhort abſence I could yelld. 
For ſolitude fomtimes is beſt ſocietie, 

And ſhort retirement — — ſweet returne. 

But other doubt poſſeſſes me, leaſt harm 
Befall thee ſever'd from me; for thou knowſt 
W hat hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foe 
Envying our happineſs, and of his own 
Deſpairing, ſeeks to work us woe and ſhame 
By fy aſſault ; and ſomwhere nigh at hand 
Watches; no doubt, withgreedy hope to find 
His wiſh and beſt advantage, us aſunder 


Hopeleſs to circumvent us joynd, where each 
To other ſpeedie aide might lend at need 
Whether his firſt deſign be to withdraw 

Our fealtie from God, or to diſturb 
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no bliſs 
Enjoy d by us excites his envie more 


Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful fide 
That gave thee being, ſtil ſhadesthee and ects. 


The Wife, where danger or diſhonour lurks, 
Safeſt and ſeemlieſt by her Husband ſtaies, 


Who guards her, or with her the worſt endures, 
270 To whomthe Virgin Majeſtic of Eve, 


looks and ſmiles, for ſmiles from Reaſon flow, 
To brutedeni'd, and are of Love the food, 


He made us, and delight to Reaſon joyn d. (hands 
Theſe paths and Bowers doubt not but our joynt 


As 


| 


— — 
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As one who loves, and {ome unkindne ſs meets, 
With ſweet auſteer compoſure thus reply d. 

Ofspring of Heav n and Farth,and all EarthsLord, 
That ſuch an Enemic we have, who ſeeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informd I learne, 

And from the parting Angel over-heard 

As ina ſhadie nook I ſtood behind, J 
uſt then returnd at ſhut of Evening Flours. 

But that thou ſhouldſt my firmneſs therfore doubt 

To God or thee, becauſe we have a foe 280 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 

His violence thou fearſt not, being ſuch, 

As wee, not capable of death or paine, 

— either not receave, or can II. 

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain inferrs 
Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love 
Can by his fraud be ſhak n or ſeduc't x (breſt, 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam, miist hought of her to thee ſodear ? 

| To whom with healing words Adam reply d. 290 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
| For ſuch thou art, from fin and blame entire: 

| Not diftident of thee do I diſſuade 
| (Thy abſence from my fight, but to avoid 
| h — ſelf, intended by our Foe. 
| For hee who tempts, though in vain, at leaſt aſperſes 
| [The tempted with diſhonour foul, ſuppos'd 
| 


Not incorruptible of Faith, not p 

Againſt rempeation : thou thy ſelf with ſcorne 
And r would(t geſent the ofter'd wreng, 300 
Though ineſſectual found . miſdeem not then, 

If ſuck aftront I labour to avert | 
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The Enemie, though bold, will hardly dare, 
Or daring, firſt on aeeth' «flaulrfhall light. 
Nor thou bis malice and talfe guile conteinn 1 
Suttle he needs muſt be, who could feduce 
Angels, nor think ſuperſſuous others aid. 

from the influence of thy looks receave 
Acceſs in every Verrue, in thy fight 

More wiſe, more watchful, ſtronger, if need were 
Ot outward trengrh;zwhile ſhame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome or over-reachr 

Would utmoſt vigor raiſe, and rand unite, 

Why ſhouldſt not thou like ſenſe within thee fee! 
When lam preſent, and thy trial chooſe 

With me, beſt witnels of thy Vertue tri'd. 

So ſpake domeſtick Adam m his care 

And Matrimonial Love. but Eve, who thought 


3 20 Leſs attributed to her Faith ſincere, 


Thus her reply with accent ſweet tenewd. 
If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit ſtrait nd by a Foe, 
Suttle or- violent, we not endu'd 
Single with like defence, wherever mer, 
How are we happie, (till in fear of harm? 
Put harm precedes not fin: onely our Foe 
Tempting affronts us with his fouleſteem 
Of our integritie : his toul eſteeme 
Sticks no diſhonor on our Front, but turm 
Foul on himſelf ; then wherfore ſhund or feard 
By us? Who rather double honour game 
From his ſurmiſe prov'd falſe, finde peace wit hin, 
Favour from Heav'n, our witneſs from th event. 
And 
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And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unaſlaid 
Alone, without exterior help fuſtaind ? 
Let us not then ſuſpect our happie State 
Left ſo impertet by the Maker wile, 
As nut ſecute to lingle or combin'd. 
F raile is our happineſs, if this be fo, 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd. 

To whom thus 4dam fervently repli'd. 
Q Woman, beſt are all things asthe will 
Of God ordaind them, bis creating hand 
Nut hing imperfet or deficient left 
Ot all that he Created, much leſs Man, 
Or ought that might his happie State ſecure, 
Secure from outward forces within himfelf 
| he danger hes, yet lies within his power: 
Againſt his will he can receave no harme. 
But God left free the Will, for what obeyes 
Reaſon, is free, and Reaſon he made right, 
But bid her well beware, and (till erect, 
Leaſt by ſome faire appet ting good ſurpri>'d 
'She ae falſe, 2 — the Will 
Io do what God expre y hath forbid. 
Not then miſtruſt, but tender love enjoynes, 


T hat I ſhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 


Firm ve ſubliſt, yer potiible to ſwerve, 
Since Reaſon not impoſlibly may meet 
Some [pecious object by the Foe ſubornd; 
| And fall into decepriun unaware, 


Not keeping ſtricteſt watch, as (he was warm. 


k not tempratiopthen, which to avoide 
Were better, and moſt likelie if from ee 
hou ſever not: Tie will come unfoug! t. 


Wouldſt 
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Wouldſt thou 3 ve thy conſtancie, a * 
Firſt thy — th' other who can — 


Not ſceing thee attempted , who atteſt ? | 
370 But if thou think, trial unſoughe may finde | 
| 


— 


Us both ſecurer then thus warnd thou ſcemſt, 
— — ſtay, not free, — more 

in thy native innocence, 
On wn Fw haſt of vertue, ſummon all, | 
For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. ' 

_ — — of 1 — Eve | 
Perſiſted, yet ſubmiſs, though 1d. 

With thy permiſſion then, and thus fore warnd 
Chiefly by what thy own laſt — words 
3890 Touchd onely, that our trial, when leaſt ſought 
May finde us both perhaps farr leſs prepat d, 
The willinger I goe , nor much 
A Foe fo proud will firſt the weaker ſeek 5 
So bent, the more ſhall ſhame him his repulſe. 
Thus ſaying, from her Husbands hand her hand , 
Soft ſhe withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light 
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia T raine, 

Betook her to the Groves, but Deli (elf 
In gate ſurpaſs'd and Goddeſs-like deport, 
350| Though not as ſhee with Bow and Quiver armd, 
But with ſuch Gardning Tools as Art yet rude, 
Guiltleſs of fire had formd, or Angels brought. 
To Paler, or Pomona, thus adornd, | 
Likeſt the ſeemd, Peawons when ſhe fied 
Vertnmnw, or to Ceres in her Prime, | 
{Yet Virgin of Proſerpins from b | 
Her long with ardent look his purſu'd | | 
[Delightod but deſiring more od ſtay. _ 
t 
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= he to her his charge of quick returne 

Repeated, ſhee to him as ofr 4 

To be returnd by Noon amid the Bowre, 

And all t in beſt order to invite 

| Noontide , or Afternoons repoſe. 

O much deceay'd, much failing, hapleſs ve, 

| Of thy preſum'd return! event perverſe ! 

Thou never from that houre in Paradiſe 

Foundſt either ſweet repaſt, or ſound repoſe ; 

Such ambuſh hid among ſweet Flours and Shades 

ym with helliſh rancor imminent 
Deaf thy way, or ſend thee back 

Innocence, of Faith, of Bliſs. 
For — fince firſt break of dawne the Fiend, 
Meer in appearance, forth was come, 


The onely two of Mankinde, but in them 

The whole included Race, his purposd prey. 

la Bowre and Field be ſought, where any tuft 

Ot Grove — — 

| Thir tendance or Plantation for delight, 

By Fountain or by ſhadie Rivuler 
He ſought them both, but wiſhi d his hap mighe fad; * 
| Eve ſeparate, he wiſt'd, but not with 

'Of what fo ſeldom chans 'd, — wiſh, 
Be bis hope, Eve ſeparate pies, 

| [va a Cloud of Fra grance, where ſhe ſtood, 
Half ſpi'd, ſo thick the Roſes bubing round 

| About ber glows, oft to ſu 

| Each Flour of flenger ſtalk, ard Sno 

, Carnation, Purple, Atute, ot ſpect with 


Hung druoping unſuſtaind, them ſhe — 
| — 
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And on his Queſt, where likelieſt he might finde | 
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Her (ſelf, though faireſt unſupponed Flour, 


Neerer he drew, and many a walk traversd 
Of ſtatelieſt Covert, Cedar, Pine, or Palme, 
I hen voluble and , now hid, now ſcen 
Among thick-wov'n Arborets and Flours 


440 Or of reviv'd Aden, or renownd 
| Alcinowe, hoſt of old Leerter Son, 
Or that, not Myſtic, where the Sapient King 


As one who long in populous City pent, 


Forth iſſuing on a Summers Morn to breathe 
Among the pleaſant Villages and Farmes 


450 The ſmell of Grain, or tedded Grals, or Kine, 
Or Dairie, each rural fight, each rural ſounds 


She moſt, and in her look ſumms all Delight. 
Such Pleaſure took the Serpent to behold 
This Flourie Plat, the ſweet receſs of Eve 
Thus earlie, thus alone ; her Heav'aly forme 
Angelic, but more ſoft, and Feminine, 

Her graceful Innocence, her every Aire 

460 Of ge or leſt action over ud 

His Man, and with rapine {weet bereav d 
His fierceneſs of the fierce intent it brought : 


Genely with Mirtle band, mindleſs the while, | 


From her beſt prop ſo farr , and ſlorm fo nigh. 


Imborderd on each Bank, the hand of Fe: 
Spot more delicious then thole Gardens feign'd 


| Held dalliance with his faire Egyptian Spoule, 
Much hee the Place admit d, the Perſon more. 


Where Houſes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire, 


Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight, 


If chance with Nymphlike ſtep fair Virgin paſs, 
What pleaſing ſcemd, for her now pleaſes more, 


T hat 


| 
| 
| 


l 
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| T hat {pace the Evil ane abſtracted (hood 
From his own evil, and for tho time tem iind 
Stu pidly good, of enmitie diſarm d, 
Of guile, of hate, of envie, of revenge z 
But the bot Hell that alwayes ia him burnes, 
Though in mid Heav a, ſoon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he tees 
Ot pleaſure not for him ordain'd : then ſoon 
Fierce hate he tecollects, and all bis thoughts 
Of miſchief, gratulating, thus excites, 


| 


470 


Thoughts, whither bave ye led me, with what 
Compulſion thus tranſported to forget ſweet 
What bither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope | 


Ot Paradiſe tor Hell, ho here to taſte 

'Of pleaſure, but all ure to deſtroy, 
Save what is in deſtroying, other joy 

To me is loſt. T hen let me not let paſs 
Occaſion which now ſmiles, behold alone 
ITbe Woman, opportune to all attempts, 
Her Husband, for I view far round — nigh, 

| Whole higher intellectual more l 

And ſtrength, of courage hautie, ind of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreſtrial mould , 
'Foenet informidable, exempt from wound, 
'Inots fo much hath Hell Alba d, and paine 
lufee bl 'd me, to what Iwein Heav' n. 
'Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods, 
— though —— — — — * 

A ut 
Hate ſtrooger, — of — — d, 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 
So ſpake the Enemic of Mankind, eac!os'd 
G g 


| 
| 
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| In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward Fre 
| Addre(s'd his way, not with indented wave, | 
| Prone on the ground, as ſince, hut on his Nate, | 


Circular baſe of riſing foulds,that tour'd 

| Fould-above fould a furging Maze, his Head 
| $00 | Creſted aloft, and Carbuncſe his Eyes; 

| With burniſht Neck of verdant Gold, erect 

| 

| 


Amidſt his circling Spires, that on the graſs | 

Floted redundant : pleaſing was his ſhape, | 

And lovely, never fince of Serpent kind | 

Lovelier, not thoſe that in 1{yriachang d 

Hermijone and Cad, or the God 

In Epidanrar ;, nor to which transformd 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoling was feen, 

| Hee with 0lzmpias, this with her who bore 

| $10] Scipio the highth of Rowe. Wirth tract oblique 

| At firſt, as one who ſought acceſs, but feard 

| To interrupt, ſide- long he works his way. 

| 

| 


As when a Ship by skilful Stearſman wrought 
Nigh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind 
Veres oft, as oft ſo ſteers, and ſhitrs her Saile; 

So varied hee, and of his tortuous T raine 

| Curld many a wanton wreath in ſight of Fee, 

To lure her Eye; ſhee buſied heard the ſound 

| Ot ruſling Leaves, but minded not, as us d 

5 20 To ſuch diſport before her through the Field, 
| From every Beaſt, more duteous at her call, | 
Then at Circean call the Herd diſguis'd. 

Hee boulder now, uncall'd before her ſtood x 

But as in gaze admiring c Oft he bowd 

His turret Creſt, and ſleek enamel'd Neck, 
Fawning, and lick'dthe ground wheteon the trod. | 
| Hig | 
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His gentle dumb expteſſion rurnd at length 
The Eye of Fve to mark his play he glad 
Ot her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue 
| Organic, or impulſe of vocal Air, 

His frandulent tempeation thus began. 
| Wonder not, ſovran Miſtreſs, if perh aps 


| Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildneſa, with diſdain, | 
Difpleas'd that | approach thee thus, and gaze 


: 


| 
T hou canſt, who art fole Wonder, much lefs arm | 
| 


lalatiste, I thus fiagle, not have feard 
| Thy awful brow, more awful thus renr'd. 
| Faireſt reſernblance of thy Maker faire, | 
| Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine | 
By gift, and thy Celeſtial Beautie adore 
| With raviſhment beheld, there beſt beheld 
| Where univerſally admit d but here 
ln this enclofure wild, theſe Bealts among, 
| Beholders rude, and ſhallow to diſcerne 
Halt what in thee is fat, one man except, 
| Who fees thee ? (and what is one?) who ſhovidit be 
| A Goddeſs among Gods, dor d and ferv'd (ſcen 
| By _— mumberlieſs, thy daily Train. 
So gloz'd the Temprer, and his Proem tun'd ; 
Into the Heart of f be his words made way, 
Though at the voice much warveling ; at length | 
Not unamaz'd ſhethus in anſwer ſpake | 
What may this mean?Language of Man pronoumc | 
* Tongue of rute, and human fenle expreſt a 
The firſt at left of thele | the ught deni d | 
| To Beaſts, whom God on thir Creation-Day 
Created wute to all articular found 4 | 
The latter Ldcmurte, for ia thir looks | 
CG N 2 Much 
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Much reaſon, and in thir ations oft appeers. 
560 | Thee, Serpent, ſuttleſt beaſt of all the field 
knew, but not with human voice endu'd ; 
Redouble then this miracle, and ſay, 
| How cam'ſt thou ſpeakable of mute, and how 
To me ſo friendly grown above the reſt 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in ſight ? 
Say, for ſuch wonder claims attention due. 
| To whom theguiletul Tempter thus reply d. 
Empreſs of this fait World, reſplendent E ve, 
Eaſie to mee it is to tell thee all 


The trodden Herb, of abject thoughts and low, 
As was my food, nor aught but food diſcern'd 
Or Sex, and apprehended nothing bigh 7: 

Till on a day roaving the field, I chanc'd 

A goodly Tree farr diſtant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of faireſt colours mixt, 
Ruddie and Gold: I nearer drew to gaze 5 


What thou command(t, and right thou ſhouldſt be 
I was at firſt as other Beaſts that graze obeyd: 


— — ꝗ—ÿC—IääZ 


When from the boughes a ſavorie odour blown, 


520 Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my ſenſe 


Then ſmell of ſweeteſt Fenel, or the Tears 
Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn, 
Unſuckt of Lamb or Kid, that tend t hir play. 
To fatishe the ſharp defire I had 
Of taſting thoſe fair Apples, I reſolv'd 
Not to defetr; hunger and thirſt at once, 
Powerful perſwaders, quick'nd at the ſcent 
Of that alluring fruit, d me ſo keene. 
About the Mothie Trunk wound me ſoon, 
590 For high from ground the branches would requite 
Thy 


| 
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[Thy utmoſt reach or Adams : Round the Tree 
All other Beaſts that ſaw, with like deſire 
| Longing and envying ſtood, but could not reach. 
Amid the Tree now got, where plentie hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and cat my fill 
| ſpar'd not, for ſuch pleaſure till that hour 
At Feed or Fountain never had I found. 
Sated at length, ere long I might perceave 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
| Ot Reaſon in my inward Powers, and Speech 
Wanted not long, though to this ſhape retaind. 
Thenceforth to — high or deep 
I turnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Confiderd; all things viſible in Heay'n, 
Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good; 
But all that fair and good in thy Divine 
Semblance, and in thy Beauties heav'nly Ray 
United Ibeheld ; no Fairto thine 
Equivalent or ſecond, which compel'd 
Mee thus, though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worſhip thee of right declar'd 
Sovran of Creatures, univerſal Dame, 
So talk d the ſpirited fly Snake; and Eve 
Yet more — nawerle thus reply'd. 
Serpent, thy overpraiſing leaves in doubt 
[The vertue of that Fruit, inthee firſt prov'd : 
But ſay, where grows the Tree, from hence how 
For many are the Trees of God that grow (far? 
In Paradiſe, and various, yet unknowh 
To us, in ſuch abungance lies our choice, 
As leaves a greater ſtore of Fruit untouchr, 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
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650' Wondrous indeed, it cauſe of ſuch effects. 


es. comm. 


(Empreſs, the way is readie, and not long, 


| — of unctuous vapor, which the Night 


Grow upto thir proviſion, and more hands 
Help to diſburden Nature of her Bearth. 
To whom the wilie Adder, blithe and glad. 


Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Flat, | 
Faſt by a Fountain, one {mall Thicket paſt 
Of blowis g Myrrh and Balme; it thou accept | 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 

Lead then, ſaid Eve. Hee leading {wiftly rowld 
In tangles, and make intricate ſeem ſtrait, 
To miſchief (witt. Hope elevates, and jo 
Bright ' ns his Creſt, as when a wandring Fire 


Condenſes, and the cold invirons round, 

Kindl'd through agitation to a Flame, | 

Which oft, they ſay, ſome evil Spirit attends, 

Hovering and blazing with deluſive Light, 

Miſleads th' amaz'd Night-wanderer from his way 

To Boggs and Mires, & oft through Pond or Poole, 

There ſwallow d up and loſt, from ſuccour farr. 

So gliſter d the dire Snake, and into fraud 

Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree 

Of prohibition, root of all our woe; 

| Which when ſhe ſaw, thus to her guide ſhe ſpake. 

| Serpent,we might have 2 our coming bit her, 

| Fruitleſs to me, though Fruit be hereto excels, ! 
The credit of whole vertue reſt with thee, | 


| But of this Tree we may not taſte not touch; 
| God ſo commanded, and left that Command | 
Sole Daughter of his voice the reſt,ve live 
Law to our ſelves, our Reaſon is our Law. 
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To whom the Tempter guiletully repli'd, 
Indeed ? hath God then ſaid that of the Fruit 
Of all theſe Garden Trees ye ſhill not cate, 
Vet Lords dectar'd of all in Earth or Aire? 
To whom thus Fve yet ſinleſs. Of the Fruit 
Of each Tree inthe Garden we may cate, 660 
gut of the Fruit of this fair Tree amigl(t 
The Garden, God hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not cate 
Thereof, nor ſhall ye rouch it, leaſt ye die. (bold 
She ſcarſe had ſaid,though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with ſhew of Zeale and Love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on, and as to paſſion mov d, 
Fluctuats diſturbd, yet comely, and in act 
Rais'd, as of ſom great matter to begin. 
As when of old ſom Orator renound 570 
In 4thens or free Rome, where Eloquence 
Flouriſhd, ſince mute, to ſom great cauſe ac dteſt, 
Stood in himſelf collected, while each part, 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue, 
Somtimes in highth began, as no delay 
Of Preface brooking through his Zeal of Right. 
So ſtanding, moving, or to highth upgrown 
The Tempter all impaſſiond thus began. 
O Sacred, Wiſe, and ey oary Plant, 
Mother of Science, Now | feel t Iy Power £35 
| Within me cleere, not onely to diſcerne | 
[Things in thir Cauſes, but to trace the wayes | 
Of higheſt Agents, deemd huwever wiſe. 
Q een of ths Univerſe,. doe not believe 
T hoſe rigid threats of Death; ye (hall not Die: 
w ſhould ye? by the Fruit ? it gives you Lite 


To 
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Shall that be ſhut to Man, which to the Beaſt 
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170 Knowledge? By the Threatner, look on mee, 


For ſuch a petty Treſpaſs, and not praiſe 


Paradiſe boſs. 


Mee who have touch'd and taſted, yet both live, 
And lite more pertet have attaind then Fate 
Meant mee, by ventring higher then my Lot. 


Is open? or will God incenſe his ire 


Rather your dauntleſs vertue, whom the pain 
Of Death denounc't, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterrd not from atchieving what might leade | 
To happier life, knowledge of Good and Evil; | 
Of good, how juſt ? of evil, if what is evil 

Be real, why not known, ſince eaſier ſhunnd ? 
God therefore cannct hurt ye, and be juſt; 

Not juſt, not God ; not feard then, nor obeid : 
Your feare it ſelf of Death removes the feare. 
Why then was this forbid 2 Why but to awe, 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worſhippers ; he knows that in the oy 

Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that ſeem ſo cleere, 
Yet are but dim, ſhall perfetly be then 

Op'nd and cleerd, and ye ſhall be as Gods, 
Knowing both Good and Evil as they know. 
That ye ſhould be as Gods, ſince I as Man, 


Internal Man, is but proportion meet, 

| of brute human, yee of human Gods. 

So ye ſhall die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on Gods, death to be wiſht, (bring, 
Though threat'nd, which no worſe then this can 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 

As they, participating God-like food ? 


The Gods are fitſt, and that advantage uſe 


Paradiſe loft. Book 8. 

On our belief, that all from them proceeds; 

[ queſtion it, for this fair Earth 1 fee, 720 
arm d by the Sun, producing every kind, 

— nothing : If they all things, who enclos'd 


Knowledge of Good and Evil in this Tree, 
hat whoſo eats thereof, forthwith attains 

Wiſdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 
Th' offence,that Man ſhould thus attain to know ? 
Whatcan your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree 
Impart againſt his will if all be his? 
Or is it envie, and can envie dwell 
In heav'aly breſts? theſe, theſe and many more 
Cauſes import your need of this fair Fruit, | 
Goddeſs humane , reach then, and freely taſte. | 
He ended, and his words replete with guile | 
Into her heart too cafie entrance won: 
Fixt on the Fruit ſhe gaz'd, which to behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the ſound 
Yet rung of his perſwaſive words, N 71 
With Reaſon, to her ſeeming, and with Truth; 
Meanwhile the hour of Noon drew on, and wak d | 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the ſmell | 240 
So ſavorie of that Fruit, which with defire, i | | 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taſte, 
Sollicited her longing eye; yet firſt 5991 | 
Pauſing a while, thus to herſelf ſhe mu . „ 

Great are thy Vertues, doubtleſs, beſt of Fruits, | 
Though kept from Man, & wenkpeo be admit d, | 
Wholdeaſts, tooloag forborg; ae ala 
Gave elocut ion tothe mute, and taught lo [-2- 
The Tongue not made for 2 peak E 
E praĩſe hee alſo who a ids thy uſe, ( yy 750 
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Conceales not from us, naming thee the I rec | 
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil 
Forbids us then to taſte, but his forbidding | 
Commends thee more, while it inferrs the good | 
By thee communicated, and our want: 

For good unknown, {ure is not had, or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

la plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wile ? 

Such probibitions binde not. But if Death 
Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 

Our inward freedom? 1a the day we cate 

Of this fair Fruit, our doom is, we ſhall dic. 
How. dies the Serpenc ? hee hath eat'n and lives, 


Irrational till then. For us alone 

Was death invented? or to us dei d 

This intellectual food, for beaſts reſervd? 

For Beaſts it ſeems: yet that one Beaſt which firſt 
Hath taſted, envies not, but brings with joy 


And knows, and (peaks, and reaſons, and diſcernes, 


The good befall him, Author unſuſpect, 
Friendly to man, farr rom deceit or guile. | 
What fear chen, rather what know to feare | 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, | 
Of God or Death, of La or Penakie ? 

Here gras the Oute of all, this Fruit Divine, 
Fair tothe Eye, itwic ing to the Taſte, | 
Of vertue to make wife : what hinders then | 
To reach, and feed at noc boch Bod ie and Mind ?; 

So faying, het raſh hand in evil hour | 
Forth reaching to the Fruity. the pluck'd; fbe eit: 


Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her ſeat 


| Sighing 


— — 


That re — — = Thicket fluok 
The guiltie Serpent, and w ight, for Eve 
— now wholly on her —_— elſe 
Regarded, ſuch delgh till then, as ſeemd, 
In Fruit he never taſted, whether true 
Or fanſied ſo, through ion hi 
of knowled 
Greedily the ingorg d without reſtraint, 
'And knew not eating 
And hight'nd as with Wine, jocoad and boon, 
Thus to her ſelf (he pleaſwgly began. 

O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees 
In Paradiſe , of operation bleſt 
To Sapience, hitherto obſcur'd, infamd, 
And thyfair Fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created but henceforth my early care, 


Not without. Song, cach Morning, and — 800 
E 


Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden e 
Of thy full branches offer'd free to all; 
Till dieted by:thee I grow mature 

In know 
Though others envie what they cannot give; 
For had the gift bin theirs, it had not bere 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Beſt guide ; not following thee, I had-remaind 
In ignorance, thowop'nſt Wikdoms way, 
[And giv (t acce(s, though ſecret the retire. 
And 1 perhaps am ſecret 3 Heav'nis:high, 
High and remote taſcetfromt hence diſtinct 
M 


ach thing: omEazth z and other care perhaps 
ay have Uivenied from — watch 
. Hh 2 


Sighing through all her Works gave ſigus of woe, | 


expectation 
wasGed-head — thought 
Death: Satiate at length, 


as the Gods who ail things know; 
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840 


Our great Forbidder, ſafe with all his Spies 


About him. But to Adam in what ſort 

Shall Iappeer? ſhall Ito him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happineſs with mee, or rather not, 

But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 
Without Copartner ? ſo to add what wants 
In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love, 
And render me more equal, and perhaps, 
A thing not undeſireable, ſomtime 
Superior; for inferior who is free? | 
This may be well : but what if God have ſeen, 
And Death enſue? then I ſhall be no more, 
And Adam wedded to another Fve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, Iextinct; 

A death to think. Confirad then I reſolve, 
Adam (hall ſhare with me in bliſs or woe: 

So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
could endure, without him live no life. 

So ſaying, fromthe Tree her ſtep ſhe turnd, 
But firſt low Reverence don, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whoſe preſence had infus'd 
Into the plant ſciential ſap, deriv d 
From Nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while 
Wait ing deſirous her return, had wove 
Of choĩceſt Flours a Garland to adorne 
Her Treſſes, and her rural labours crown 


| 


—  - 


As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveſt Queen. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, ſo long delay d; 

Vet oft his heart, divine of ſomthing ill, 
Miſgave him zee the faultring meaſure felt; 


And 
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{And forth to meet her went, the way (he took 
That Morn when firſt they parted ; by the Tree 
Of Knowledge he mult paſs, there he her met, 
Scarſe from the Tree returning; in her hand 

A bough of faireſt fruit that dowuie ſmil'd, 
New gatherd, and ambroſial ſmell diffus'd- 

To him ſhe haſted, in her face excule 

Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt, 
Which with bland words at will ſhe thus addreſt, 
Haſt thou not wonderd, Adam, at my (tay? 


850 


Thee I have miſst, and thought it long, depriv'd 
Thy preſence, agonie of love till now 

Not felt, nor ſhall be twice, for never more 

Mean I to trie, what raſh untri'd I ſought, 

The paine of abſence from thy ſight. But ſtrange 
Hath bin the cauſe, and wonderful to heare: 

This Tree is not as we are told, a Tree 

Of danger taſted, nor to evil unknown 

Op'ning the way, but of Divine effect 

To open Eyes, and make them Gods who taſte 3 


Or not reſtraind as wee, or not obeying, 
Hath eat'n of the fruit, and is become, 


Endu'd with human voice and human ſenfe,., 


And hath bin taſted ſuch : the Serpent wile, mY | 


860 


Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth 870 


Reaſoning to admiration, and with mee | 
Perſwalively hath ſo prevaild, that J | 
Have alſo taſted, and have alſo found 


Tb effects tocorreſpond, opener mine Eyes, | 
Dimm erſt, dilated Spirits, ampler Heart, 

And grow ing up to Godhead; which for thee | 
Chiefly I ſought, without thee can deſpiſe. 


| For 
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For blifs, as t hon haft part, to me is bliſa, 
Tedious, unſhar'd with thee, and odious foon. 
Thou therfore alſo taſte, that equal Lot 

May joyne us, equal Joy, 2s equal Love; 
Leaſt thou not taſting , different degree 


Dis joyne us, and I then too hte renounce 


Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permit. 
Thus Eve with Countnance blithe her ſtorie told; 

But in her Check diſtemper fluſhing d. 

On th' other ſide, Alam, ſoon as he heard 

The fatal Treſpaſs don by Eve, amaz d, 


Aſtonied ſtood and Blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts retax'd ; 
From his Hack hand the Garland wreath'd for Eve 
Downdrop'd, and all tire faded Roſes ſhed : 
Speechleſs be ſwod and pale, till thus at length 
Firſt to himſe#f he inward ſilence broke. 

O faireſt of Creation, laſt and beſt 
Of all Gods Works, Creature in whomexcell'd 
Whatever can to frght or thonght be formd, 
Holy, devine, , amiable, or ſweet! 
How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 
Defac't, deflourd, and now to Death devote? 
Rather how haſt thou yeelded to tranſgreſs 
The &rtforbiddance, how to violate 
The ſacred Fruit forbidd'n! fom curſed fraud 
Of Enemie hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown, 
And mee with thee hath ruind, for with thee 
Certain my reſolution is to Die 
How can I tive without thee, how forgoe | 
Thy ſweet Converfe and Love ſo dearly joyn'd , 


To live again in theſe wilde Woods forlorn ? 
0 Should | 


| 
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Should God create another Eve, and 1 
Anot her Riba ſſord, yet luſs of thee 
Would never from my heart; no no, I feel 
The Link of Nature draw me : Fleſh of Fleſh, 
Bone of my Bone thau art, and from thy State 
Mine never ſhall be parted, bliſs or woe. 

So having (aid, as one from {ad diſmay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts diſturbd 
Submitting to what ſeemd remedilels , 

Thus in cakne mood bis Words to Eve he turnd. 930 

Bold deed thou halt preſum'd, adventrous Eve, 
And peril great provok't, who thus halt dard 
Had it bin onely coveting to Eye | 
That ſacred Fruit, ſacred to abſtinence, 

Much more to taſte it under banne to touch. 

But paſt whocan recall, or don undoe ? 

Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate, yet ſo 

Perhaps thou thalt not Die, perhaps the Fact 

Is not ſo hainous now, forctaſted Fruit, 

Profan'd firſt by the Serpent, by him firſt 

Made common and unhallowd ere out taſte; 

| Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives, 
Lives, as thou ſaidſt, and gaines to live as Man 
Higher degreeof Life, inducement ſtrong 

To us, as likely taſting to attaine 
Proportional aſcent, which cannot be | | 
But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods, 3 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wile, 
Though threatning, will in earneſt ſo deſtroy | 

Us his prime Creatures, dignih'd'fo bigh, 940 
Set · ver ait his Works, which in our Fall, | 

For us created, needs with us muſt falle, | 
Dependent! 
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Dependent made; ſo God ſhaltunereate, 
Be fruſtrate, do, undo, and labour looſe, 
Not well conceav'd of God, who though his Power 
Creation could repeate, yet would be loath 
Us to aboliſh, leaſt the Adverſary 
Triumph and ſay ; Fickle their State whom God 
Moſt Favors, who can pleaſe him long? Mee firſt | 
950|He ruind;now Mankind ; whom will he next? | 
Matter of ſoorne, not to be given the Foe. 
However I with thee have fixt my Lot, | 
Certain to undergoe like doom, it Death 
Conſort withthee, Death is to mee as Life; 
So forcible within my heart I feel 
The Bond of Nature draw me to my owne, 
My own ia thee, for what thou art is mine; 
Our State cannot be ſeverd, weare one, 
One Fleſh to looſe thee were to looſe my ſelf. 
960| So Adam, and thus Eve to himrepli'd, 
O glorious trial of exceeding Love, 
Illuſtrious evidence, example high! 
Ingaging me to emulate, but ſhort | 
Ot thy perfection, how ſhall Lattaine, | 
Adam, from whole deare ſide I boaſt me ſprung, 
And gladly of our Union heare thee ſpeak, 
One — one Soul in bot hʒ w — prooff 
This day affords, declaring thee refolvd, 
Rat her thenDeathor aught thenDenah more dread 
370 Shall ſeparate us, linkt in| ove fodeare, 
To undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime, | 
t any be, of caltingthis fair Fruit, | 
Whoſe vertue; tar of good ſtill good proceeds; 
Direct, or by occalion hat h preſented 11. 
This 
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This happie trial of thy Love, which elſe 
Soeminently never had bin known, 

Were it I thought Death menac't would enſue 
This my attempt, I would ſuſtain, alone 

The worſt, not perſwade thee, rather die 
Deſerted, then oblige thee with a fact 
Pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly aſſur'd 
Remarkably fo late of thy ſo true, 

So faithful Love unequald ; but I feel 

Farr — * creat, not Death, but Life 
Augmented, op es, new Hopes, new Joyes, 
Taſte ſo Divine, — of ſweet before * 


On my experience, Adam, freely taſte, 

And fear of Death deliver to the Windes. 

So ſaying, ſhe embrac d him, and for joy 

Tenderly wept, much won that he his Love 

Had ſo enobl'd, as of choice to incurr 

Divine diſpleaſure for her ſake, or Death. 

In recompence (for ſuch compliance bad 

Such recompence beſt merits) from the bough 

She gave him of that fair euticing Fruit 

With liberal hand: he ſcrupl d not toaat 

Againſt his better knowledge, not deceav d, 

But — 5 — with Femal charm. 

Earth trembl'd from her entrails, as again 

In pangs, and Nature gave a ſecond groan, 

Skie lowr'd,and muttering Thunder,tom ſad drops 

Wept at compleatiag of the mortal Sin 

Original 3 while ad took no thought, 

Eating his fill, nor Eve to itgrate 

Her former treſpaſs fear'd, the more to ſoothe 
Ll i 


Hath toucht my ſenſe, flat ſeems to this,and * 
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1 \ with her lov'd 4 ſocictie, ew 
As with new Wine tmoxicatsd berh 

_ [209 (wim in mirth, and fanſte -— —— fect 
Divinitie wic hin vhem breeding wi 


Farr other tion firſt dif 

Carnal — — — 8 

Began to caſt laſeivious Eyes, ſhe um 

As wantonly repaid « in Luſt they burne -: 

Till Ade thus ga Fort to dal ance move. 
Fve, now | ſee thou ett rut A raſte, 

And elegant, of Sapience tommy — 

Since to each me tning favour we app 

And Palate call judicious I the 90 


Yeild thee, ſo welt this day thou purvey'd. 


True reliſh, taſtings N ſuch pleaſure be 
n things to us forbidden, it might be wiſh'd, 
For this one Free had bin forbidden ten. 
But comey ſo well refreſt'e, now let us play, 
As meet is, -*#t& ſuch delicious Fate; 
For never did thy geant ie (mce the day 
[ ſaw thee firſt and wedded thee, adorn'd 
With all perfettions, ſo enflame my ſenſe 
With a to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Then ever, bount ie of this vertnous Tree. 

So ſaid he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well underſtood 
Of Eve, whoſe Eye darted contagious Fire. 
Her hand he ſcis'd, and to a ſhadic bank, 
Thick overhead with verdamt roof imbowr'd 


Much ea lere we h vve loft,” while we abſtain'd 
From th deſigkt ful Brun, nor known till now 


He 


W herewith to (corn the Earth; burr at fatfe Fruit | 


| 


— — 


Far adj bf, 


He led het not hung loat hy Flours were the Couch, 
Panſich, and Violets, and Aſphodel, 

And Hyscinth, Earths frelbeſt ſofteſt lap. 

T here they thir till of Love and Loves diſport 
Took largely, of thir mut val guile the Seale, 

The ltc c#thir fin, till dewie flevp 

Oppreſs'd them, wearied with thir amarous play. 
Soon at the furce of that fallacious Fruit, 

That with exhiferating — —— bland 

About t hir ſpivitt had plaid, and inmoſt powers 

Made erte, was now exhard, and grotles fleep 

Bred of yakindly fumes, with conſcious dreams 
Encumberd, aow had left than, up they roſe 

As from unreſt, and each the 6t her viewing, 

Soon found thir Eyes how @ and e lut wind. 
'How dark'ad'y innocence, char 402 ee 
the tui do them from know in ill, was gon, 

| Juſt contidence, and naive xightewulnels, 

And honour ſtom about them, naked left 

To guilte tame hee covend, dir hu Robe 
Uncover'd mate. So raft'the hen hong 

Her culcan 409 fow from tet ep 

Of aA ſteam DAL, ard wak'd 

$Shorn of tis (treageh, T hey deftirure and bare 
Otal) tha venue ice, udn ace | 

Corfedy)nted long they (ne; oofivuck'n moöte, 

Tilt 44am thourh mot lets tan Pure abithe, 


| 
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At lergth gave utterancetothete words conlttaind. 
O Fur, wm evil hour thou did(t give cart 

To tht t Worn, f whomoevrer tauytit 

To cunterter Mars vice, true Mot Fall; 

\Falle in our pruma'd Ae ace our Eyes 

| 112 Op'nd 
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| Op nd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil, Good loſt, and Evil got, 
Bad Fruit of Know , if this beto know, 
Which leaves us thus, of Honour void, 
Of Innocence, of Faith, of Puritic, 
Out wonted Ornaments now ſoild and ſtaind, 
And in our Faces evident the 
Ot foul concupiſcence ; whence evil ſtore z 
Even ſhame, the laſt of evils; of the fieſt 
og Be ſure then. —— | 
Henceſorth of God or Angel, —— 
[And rapenre fooke beheld? © dr hoy = 
Will dazle now this earthly, with thir — 
laſuffetably bright. O might here 
In ſolitude live ſavage, in glade 
Obſcur d, where hi Woods i 
To Starr or Sun-light, ſpread thirumbrage broad, 
And brown as Evening : Cover me ye Pines, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
wo Hide me, where may never ſee them more. 
But let us now, as in bad , devile 
What beſt may fur the ſerve 80 hide 
The Parts of each from other, that ſeem mot 
To ſhame obnaxious, and unlcemlieſt ſeen, 
— Tree wWhaſe broad ſmosth Leaves t ary 
irded — — fowd, 
Tos middle parts, t t this new comes, Shame, 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. | 
So counſel d hee, and both together went N 


oo Into the thickeſt Wood, there ſoon they choſe 
The Fi oy, oranges — 
5 as at this day to lian known 


Ac 
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In Aalaber or Deca ſpredt her Armes 
Braunching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended T wigs take root,and Daughters grow 
About the Mother Tree, a Pillard ſhade 
High overarch't, aud echoing Walks between; 
There oft the Indian Herdiman ſhunning heate 
Shelter in coole, and tends his paſturing Herds 

At Loopholes cut through thickeſt ſhade : Thoſe 
T herd, broad as Age Targe,(Leaves 
And with what kill they had, together ſowd, 

To gird thir waſte, vain Cov if ro hide 
Thir guile and dreaded ſhame 3 O how unlike 
To that firſt naked Glorie. Such of late 
Columbus found th american fo girt 
With featherd Cindure, naked elſe and wilde 
A the Trees on lles and woodie Shores. 
Thus t, and as they thought, thir ſhame in part 
Coverd, but not at reſt or caſe of Mind, 
They fate them down to weep, nor onely Teares 
Raind at thir Eyes, but high Winds worſe within 
— to rife, high Paftons, Anger, Hate, 
Miſtruſt, Suſpicion, Diſcord, and thook fore 
Thir inward State of Mind, calme R Once 
And full of Peace, now toſt and turbulent: 
For Underſtanding ral'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore, both in ſubjection now 
To ſenſual Appetite, who from beneathe 
Uſurpiag over ſovran Reaſon claimd 
Su riot ſway : From thus diſtemperd breſt , 
— eſtrang d in look and alterd ſtile, 
Speech intermitted thus to Fre renewd. 

Would thou hadſt heark'nd to my words, & ſtai'd 


| With 
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With me, as | belought thee, when that ſtrange * 
Deſire of w andting this unhappic Morn, 

I know not whence poſleſid thee ; we had then 
Remaind ſtill happie, not as now, deſpoild 

Of all. our good, ham d, naked, miſerable. | 
Let none hencefort u ſee k needleſs cauſe to approve | 
The Faith they owe z when earneſtiy they ſcek 


To whom ſoon mov d with touch of blame thus 
What words have paſt thy LN 0009 levere, (Eve. 
Impur'it thou that to ary gets ult, or will , 

Of wandering, as thou call ſt it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happ'nd thou Deng by, 

Or to thy ſelf perhaps : hadſt thou bia there, 

Or here thi attempt,thou could(t not have daicernd 
Fraud in the Serpent, ſpeaking as he ſpake4 

No ground of comitic between vs&nown, 

Why hee ſhould mean me ill, ut ſeck to harme, 
Was I to have never parted from thy fide? 

As good have grown there (till a livelc(y Rib. 
Being as I am, why didſt not thou the Head 
Command mc abſolutely not to go, 

Gorgiaen lect danger as thou faiaſt ? 

Too facil thenthoudidſt not much gainſay 

Nay, didſt permit, apgguve, and fair diſauls, 


us Hadſt thou bin firm and fixt in thy diflent, 


| Neither had I traniſgre ſo d, northou with mee. 
To whom then firſt incenſt Ada repli'd. 

Is this the Lone, 15 this the recompence 

Of mire to thee, ingrateful Eve, expreſt 

{Immutable whenthou wert loſt, nat J, 

Who might have liy d and joyd immortal bliſs, 


Such proof, conclude, they then begin to faile, | 


et | 


—— — lt... 


— | = ” 
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Vet willingly chole rather Death with thee : 
And am | now upbraided, as the caule 


Ot thy tranigre not enough ſevere, 
t ſeems, in thy teſtraint: what could 1 more ? 
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[ warn'd thee, Iadmoniſh d thee, fotetold 
The, danger, and the lurking Enemiie 

That by van; beyond this had bin force, 
And force upon free Will hath here no place, 
But confidence then bote t hee on, ſecure 
Either to meet no danger, or to hnde 

Matter of ateriens tris]; and perhaps 

| alſo errd in overmuch admirir 

What ſeemd in thee fo perfer, that I thought 
No evil durſt attempe thee, but True 

T hat errour now, which is become my crime, 
And thou th accuſer. Thus it hall betall 

Him who to worth in Women overtruſting 

Lets her Will rule g reſtraint ſhe will not brook, 
And left to her felf, jf evil thence enſue, 

Sher firſt h weak iadulgence will accuſe, 

+ Thus they in mutual accuſation ſpent 

The — bours, but neither (elf-condemning 
And of thir vaio com eſt appeer'd no end. 


The ond of the Eighth Book, 
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how 
Hee in the Serpent had perverted 


Foe, 
Her Husband ſhee, to taſte the fatall fruit, 
Was knownin Heav'n; for what can ſcape the Eye 
Of God All-ſeeing, or deceave his Heart 
Omnilcient, who in all things wiſe and juſt, 
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the minde 
Of Man, with ſtrength entire, and free Will arm'd, 
Complete to have diſcover'd and repulſt 
Whatever wiles of Foe or ſeeming Friend. 


Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying, 


— 
” _ — 27 — — — — 


For ſtill they knew, and ought to have ſtil! remem- 
The high lnjunction not to taſte that Fruu, (ber d 


Incutrt d 


| 
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incurr'd, what could they lels, the tie, | P 


And manifold in fin, deferv'd to fall. 
Up into Heav'n from Paradife in haſt 
Ih Angelic Guards aſcended, mute and fad 
For Man, for of his Rate by this they knew, 
Much wondring how the ſuttle Fiend had ſtoln 
Entrance unſeen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, diſpleas'd | 
All were who heard, dim ſadneſs did not ſpare 
| That time Celeſtial viſages, yet mixt 
With pitic, violated not thir bliſs. 
About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 
Id ethereal People ran, to bear and know 
How all befell: they towards the I hrone Supream 
Rn made haſte to — appear 
ith righteous plea, t hir ut vigitance, 30 
And * — z when the molt High 
Eternal Father from his ſecret Cloud, 
Amidſt in Thunder utter'd thus his voice. 
Allembl'd ls, and ye Powers return'd 
From unſucceſsful charge, be not diſmaid, 
Nor troubl['d at theſe ridings from the Earth, 
Which four fincereſt care could not prevent, 
Foretold ſo lately what would come to pals, 
When firſt this Tempter cro(s'd theGulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he ſhould prevail and yu 40 
On his bad Errand, Man ſhould be ſeduc't 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies | 
Againſt his Maker z no Decree ot mine 
Concurring to neceſlitate his Fall, 
Or touch with lighteſt moment of impulſe 
- free Will, to her own r lett 
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lneyen lcale, But fall'n be is, and no 
What reſts, but that the mortal Scnt ence pals | 
On his tranſgreſſion, Death denounc't that day, | 
| 

| 


| 50 | Which he preſumes already vain and void, 

| Becauſe not yet inflicted, as he ſear'd, 
| By ſome immediate ta 4 but loan ball God 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Juſtice ſhall not rerura as bountie d. | 
But whom ſend l to judge them? whom but thee 
Vicegerent Son, to thee I have trausterr'd | 
(All udgement, whether in Heav'n, or Earth, or 
Eaſie it may be ſeen that I intend (Hell. 
Mercie collegue with Juſtice, ſending thee 
60 | Mans Friend, bis Mediator, bis delign'd 
Both Ranſom end Redeemer voluatarie, 
And deſtia d Man himſelſ to judge Mas fall'n. 

So ſpake the Father, and unfoulding bright 
Toward the right hand his Glorie, an the Son | 
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deitic ; he full | 
Reſplendent all his Father manifeſt | 
Exprefs'd, and thus divinely anſwer'd milde. 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree, 


Mine both in Heav'n and Earth todo thy will 
70 |Supream, that thou in mee thy Son belov'd 
Mlayſt ever reſt well ple d. I goto judge 
| On Earth theſe thy tranſgreſſors, but thou know}, 
| | Whoever judg d. the worlt on mee mult light, 
Wben time (hall be, tor ſo I undertook 
Before thee ; and not repenting, thisobtaine | 
Of right, that I may mitigate thir doom | 
On me deriv'd, yet I ſhall temper fo | 
Juſtice with Mercie, as may illuſtrate moſt | 
| Them 


— 
> — — uu 


— — — r˖— — 
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a 


Them hem fully larinhed , and thee 2 
Attendance mine (halt need, noe Tra — 90 


' Are to behold the Fay om fp ter , 
| Thoſe two g the third abe — - 'd, 


| 
Canvitby fight, and dirt to all Law | 
| 


Conviction to the Serpent come belongy. 

Thus fayag, fro his radiant Scat he roſe 
Of tugh coltareral glorie:him Thrones and Powers, 

Pruxcedoas, ard Dominations minutrant 
Acc ompanted to Heaven _ trom whence 
den and all the Coalt ns 
[Down be deſcended —— the ſpeed of Gods 90 
Time counts not, though with ſwifteft minutes | 
Now was the dun in Weſtern cadence low (wing'd. | 
[Frum Noon, aad gentle Aires due at thir hour | 
To fan the Earth cow vad, and sher in | 
The Ecvoing coole when be from wrauth more | 
Came the mild Judge and latercefior both (coole 
To ſeneme Man: the voice of God they heard | 
Now wann the Garden, by loft windes 
Brought to t hir ane day declin'd,they heard, 
And trom his pretence hid themſelves among | 1CO 
The thickeſt I recs, both Man and Wite, till God) 
Approaching, thus to Adeawcalld aloud. 

Where art thou Adam, wort with joy to . 
My coming ſcen far off ? I mils thee here, | 
Not pleas'd, thus entertaind with ſolitude, 
Where obvious dere crew hide appear d unfaught: | 
Or come leis conipicnonus, or What cha | 
Abſents ther,or what chance detairs Cote forth. | 
He came and ub him ve, more loth, though firſt | 
To offend, diſcount name t both, and diſcompos dz; 118 
K = : L. N 
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Love —— —— — 

Or to each other, a 

And ſhame, and — ll deſpaire, 

Anger, and obſtinacie, and hate, and guile. 

Whence Adam faultring long, thus aniwer'd brief. 
[ heard thee in the Garden, and of thy voice 

Afﬀraid, being naked, hid my ſelf. To whom 

The gracious fudge without revile repli'd. 
My voice thou oft haſt heard,and haſt not fear'd, 

But ſtill rejoyc't; bow is it now become 

So dreadful to thee > that thou art naked, who 

Hath told thee ? haſt thou eaten of the Tree 

Whereof I gave thee charge thou ſhouldſt not eat? 
To whom thus Adam fore beſet repli'd. 

O Heav'a! in evil ſtrait this day I ſtand 

Before my Judge, either — 

My ſelf the total Crime, or to accuſe 

My other ſelf, the partner of my life; 

Whoſe failing, while her Faith to me remaines, 

I ſhould conceal, and not expoſe to blame 

By my complaint ; but ſtrict neceſſitie 

Subdues me, and calamitous conſtraint, 

(Leaſt on my head both fin and puniſhment, 

However inſupportable, be all 

Devolv'd; though ſhould I hold my peace, yet thou | 

Wouldſt eaſily detect what I conceale. 

This Woman wbom thou mad ſt to be my help, 

And gav'ſt me as thy perfet gift, ſo good, 

So fit, ſo acceptable, ſo Divine, 

That from her hand I could ſuſpect no ill, 

And what ſhe did, whatever in it ſelf, 


| Her doing ſeem d to juſtiſie the deed 5 | 


Shee | 


—— — — — 
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Shee gave me of the Tree, and I did cate. 

To whom the fovran Preſence thusrepli'd. 
Was ſhee thy God, that her thou did(t obey 
Before his voice, or was ſhee made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou did'ſt reſigne thy Manhood, and the Place 
Wherein God fet thee above her made of thee, 
And for thee, whoſe perfection farr excell'd 
Hers in all real dignitie : Adornd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attrat 
Thy Love, not thy Subjection, and her Gifts 
Were ſuch as under Government well ſeem' d, 
Unſeemly to beare rule, which was thy part 
And perſon, had ſt thou knowa thy ſelf aright. 

So having ſaid, he thus to Eve in few : 

Say Woman, what is this which thou haſt done? 
fo whom ſad Eve with ſhame nigh overwhelm'd, 

Confeſſing ſoon, yet not before her Judge 

Bold or loquacious, thus abaſht repli d. 
The Serpent me beguil'd and I did cate. 
Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 


To Judgement he proceeded on th' accus'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transferre 
The Guilt on him h made him inſtrument 
Of miſchief, and polluted from the end 

Of his Creation ; juſtly then accurſt, 

As vitiated in Nature: moreto know 
Concern'd not Man (ſince he no further knew) 
| Nor alter'd his offence : yet God at laſt 

To Satan firſt in fin hi, doom apply d, 
Ti:ough in myſterious terms, judg'd as thembeſt: 
And on the Serpent thus his curſe let fall. 


Becauſc 
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| Becauſethou haſt done this; thou art accurft 

| | Above all Cartel, each Beaſt of the Field; 
Upon thy Belly groveling thou ſhalt goe, 
Aud duſt ſhalt eat all the days of thy Lite. 

| |Between Thee and the Woman P will put 

ian Enmitie, and between thine and her Seed; 

| 


Hier Seed [hall bruiſe thy head, thou bruiſe his heel. 
| So ſpakethis Oracle, then veriſi d 
When Jeſs ſon of Mary ſecond Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like Lightning down from Heav n, 
Prince of the Aire; then riſing from his Grave 
|Spoild Principalities and Powers, triumpht 
In open ſhew, and with aſcention bright 
Captivity led captive through the Aire, 
| The Realme it ſelf of Satan long uſurpt, 
150] Whom he ſhall tread at laſt under our feet; 
Ee vn hee who now foretold his fatal bruiſe 
Aud to the Woman thus his Sentence tur d. 
Thy forrow I will greatly multiplic 
By thy Concept ion; Childern thou ſhalt bring 
| Inſorrow forth, and to thy Husbands will 
Thine ſhall ſubmit, hee over thee ſhall rule. | 
On Adawlaſt thus judgement he pronouncd. 
Becauſe thou haſt heark'nd to the voice of thy 
| And caten of the Tree concerning which - (Wife, 
z I charg'd thee, ſaying : Thou ſhale not catetheteof, 
Cuts d ts the ground for thy lake, thou in forrow 
; Shalt eate thereof all the days of thy Life; 
| Thornes alſo and Thiſtles it ſhall bring thee forth 
Uubid, and thou ſhale eate th' Herb of th Field, 
In thedweart of thy Face ſhalt thou eate Bread, 
Lill thou return untothe ground, for thou - | 
| ut 


— — 
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Out of the ground waſt taken, know thy Birth, 
For duſt thou art, and ſhalt ro duſt returne. 
| 
210 


So judg d he Man, both Judge and Saviour ſent, 
And th' inſtant ſtroke of Death denounc't that day 
Remov'd farr off; then pittying how they ſtood 
Before him naked to the aire, that now | 
Muſt ſuffer change, diſdain'd not to begin | 
Thenceforth the forme of ſervant to aſſume, | 
As when he waſh'd his ſervants feet, ſo now | 
As Father of his Familie he clad | 
Thir nakedneſs with Skins of Beaſts, or Uain, | | 
Or as the Snake with youthful Coate repaid ; | | 
And thought not much to cloath his Enemies : | 
Nor hee thir outward onely with the Skins 220 
Of Beaſts, but inward nakedneſe much more 
Opprobrious, with his Robe of righteouſneſs, 3 
Araying cover'd from his Fathers fight. | 
To him with ſwift aſcent he up returad, 

Into his blifsfal . boſom reaſſum'd 
In glory as of old, to him appeas'd | 
All, though all- knowing, what had paſt with Man | 
Recounted, mixing interceffion ſweet, 
' Meanwhile ere thus was ſinꝰd and judg'd on Earth, 
\ Within the Gates of Hell ſate Sin and Death, 

In connterview within the Gates, that now 

Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Farr into Chaoy, ſince the Fiend paſo d through, 
| Sin opening, who thus now to Death begin. 
| O Son, why fit we here each other viewing 
Idlely, while Satan our great Author thrives 

| In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides 

| — us his ufspring deare ? It cannot be 

| But 


YO C_ren——o— — —— — — — a > — —— 


: Paradiſe loft. 
But that ſuccels attends him; if miſhap, 
Ere this he had return'd, with fury driv'n 
By his Avenger, ſince no place like this 
Can fit his puniſhment, or their revenge. | 
Methinks I feel new ſtrength within me riſe, 
Wings growing, and Dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this Deep ; whatever drawes me on, 
Or ſympathie, or ſom connatural force 
Powerful at greateſt diſtance to unite 
250| With ſecret amity things of like kinde 
By ſecreteſt conveyance. Thou my Shade 
Inſeparable muſt with mee along : 
For Death from Sin no power can ſeparate. 
But leaſt the difficultie of paſſing back 
Stay his returne perhaps over this Gulte 
[mpatlable, impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World 
260 | Where Sitan now prevailes, a Monument 
Of merit high to all th' infernal Hoſt, 
(Ealing thir paſſage hence, for intercourſe, 
Or tranſmigration, as thir lot-ſhall lead. 
Nor can I mils the way, ſo ſtrongly drawn 
By this new felt attraction and inſtinct. 
Whom thus the meager Shadow anſwerd ſoon, | 
'Goe whither Fate and inclination ſtrong | 
Leads thee, I ſhall not lag behinde, nor etre | 
The way, thou leading, tuch* a ſent I draw 
270 Ofcarnage, prey innumerable, and taſte | 
I de ſavour ofDeath fromall things there that live: 
Nor ſhall Ito the work thou enterptiſeſt 


Be 


—— — — — — 


| Paradiſe Io. Bock 9. 
"50 foying EEE —— 
auff'de 
— As when a flock 
—— 
* Aal the — to a Field 


come fl lur'd 

With fone of he encampe com Tha 
For death, the day, in bloodie — 
So ſented the grim Feature, and upturu d 
His Noſtril into themurkie Air, 
Sagacious of his Qy from ſo fart. 
Then Both fromout Hell Gates into the waſte 
Wide Anarchie of Che damp and dark 
Flew diven fuck Power (thir Power was great) 
the Waters ; what they met 

| Fea 


Ale, as in 

— wy toget : crowded drove 
From each fide ſhoali — mouth of Hell. : 
As when two Polar Winds wr 07 Ir adverſe 

Upon the Croxies Sea, toget 
Mountains of Ice, that — roy — way 
Beyond Pet ſora Eaſtward, tothe 


Cathaian Coalt. The a 

Death with his Mace —— cadry, 
As witha Trident — and fix't as firm 

As Delos floating once; the reſt his look 

| Bound with Gorgosies rigor not to move, 

| And with. Aſpbaltic lime ; broad as the Gate, 
| Deepto the Roots of Hell the gather'd beach 
They faſten d, and the Mole immenſe wraught on 300 
Over the foaming deep high Arche, a Bridge 


| Of length prodigious j joyniog to the Wall 
| L1 Im- 
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| Pontifical, a ridge of 


Immoveableiof thisnow — ＋ 2 

Forfeit to [Death from beage a road ; 
Smooth, eaſie, inoffevſive down 
So, if great things co ſaw may be. 
Xerxes, the Libertic of Greectitiy 
From $u/a his Memwenian Palace 
— to = Sea, — 
Bri is way, Europe with 4 
and ſourg'd Ne — a it | 
Now had they brought the work ;womdrous art 


Overthe vext Aby ß, following cbecrach a i 
Of $4tan, to the {elf ſame plade wbete bes = 
Firſt lighted from his Wing, > viel 
From out of Chrox to t he out ſide bane ; ¹¹ 
Of this round World: with Pinns of AFR 02 
And Chains they made alt faſt; too fuſt they mage 
Aud durable; and now in little ſpace 7” 
The Conſines met of Empyrean Heavn 

And of this Word, and on the loft hand Fell, 
Wich long rea- 1 4 three ſeviral wayes:.; 
[a ſight, to each of theſe three places led. 

And now thir way tu Earth they had deſeri 4. | 
To Paradiſe firſt tending, when Heholdde 
Stan in —— an Angel biight L 13 
Betwixt the Centaureand the Scorgina Suns, 

His Zenith, while the gun in witierrole : ; 

Diſguis Abe came, but thoſe lis Childern dear 
Thir Parent ſoon diſeern d, though iu diſguiſe, 
Hee, aſter Eve ſeduc't, unninded: {| unk ll 
Into the Wood faſt by, and changi e 70 
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Thou haſt his d r confin'd 
Within Hell Gates till now, thou us impow'rd 


Jo fortifle thus fart, and n 
With this tous Bri Abyss. 
Thine now is all t his Worl rd ob by hath won 


390 


380 


W hat thy hands builded hy Wiſdom gad 
With odds what Wart hath and fully aveug d 
Our foile in Heav'n;zhere thou ſhalt Monarch 


As Battel hath adjudg'd, World 
Retiring, by his own aliena 
And henceforth Monarchie with thee divide 


Of all things, parted by th” Empyreal bou 
His — Log rom thy Orblealr War,” 
Or trie thee now more d 


Whomthus thePrince 6 wr nay 
Fair Daughter,and thou Son and Grandchild b. 
High E now nba, nn; | 

dud pr BE ar b 
2 of Heav'ns Ala 

— 4 merited of ny of 1 

The "Infernal Empire, that lo neer-Heav'ns dore 
Triumphal with res. * act have met, 
Mine with-th Word, oe 8 made one Real! 
Hell and this rig, otie R one Continent | - 
Of eaſie thorough Therefore while 1 
Deſcend throug — your Rode with caſe. 
Lo my aſſociatè Powers, them to acquaint, 7 
With heſs ſucceſles, and with them reJoy 
You two this wa , among thoſe numerous So 


Detain from fo g thy iNuſtrious track. | 
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Mee not, but the brute 

Man I deceav dt chat 

Is enmity, which he will put 

Mee an Mankinde 5 I am to bruiſe bis heel; 

His Seed, when is not fer, ſhall bruiſe my head: 

500; A World who would not y with a bruiſe, 

Or much more- grievous 

Of my performance: 

But Sy erg boos — 
ſaid, a while he 


8 
— bears 


to Wal his — 

Each other, till ſupplanted Lows leet 

A monſtrous Serpent on _— prone, 

Reluctant, but in vaine, « greater power 

Now rul'd him, punifhe in the he fin'd,, - 

According to his doom: be would have ſpoke, 

But bifs for hiſs returad with forked tongue | 

o forked tongue, for how were all transform d 
ike, to Serpents all us acceGories 

To his bold Riot : dreadful wab the dia 

Of bifling through the Hall, thick ſw ao 
With complicated monſters, bead and t 

Scorpion «nd Aſp, and Abe, 

«fter hond, Hydrus, EVopr drear, 

d DiÞſar (Not ſo thick ſwarm'd once the Soil 
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) but ſtill greateſt hee the midlt, 
o — 5 — larger then whom the Sun 
Ingenderd in the Pythian Vale on (lime, 
Huge Pythos, and his Power no lets he ſeemd 
Above the reſt ſtill to retain ; they all 
im follow d ifluing forth to th open Field, 
here all yet leſt of that revolted Rout 
Heav'n-falln, in ſtation ſtood or juſt array, 
Sublime with ation when to ſee 
in Triumph ifluing forth.thir glorious Chief; 
They ſaw, but other fight inſtead, a crowd 
Of 25 — horror on them fell, | 
And horrid hie 3 for what they ſaw, | 
They felt t ls now changi wn thir arms, 
n fell both Spear and Shield, down they as faſt, 
Cache by Contagion, — 
y 4 like in puni * 
As in thir crime. I hus was th' applauſethey meant 
urnd to exploding hiſs,triumph to ſhame (ſt 
ſt on themielves from thir own mouths. . There 
A Grove hard by, ſprung up with this thir change, 


Bedropt with blood of Gorges, or the Ille 
75 —— | 


His wi 1 who reigns above, to aggravate 
[Thir „laden with fair Fruit, like that 
vv in Paradiſe, the bait of Zve | 


Urd by the Tempter : on that proſpect ſtr 

Thir — —— uu d. 2 
For one forbidden Tree a multitude 

Now ti n, to work them furder woe or ſhame ; 
Vet parcht with ſcalding thurſt and hunger fierce, 
Though to delude them ſent, could not abſtain, 
But on they rould in heaps, and up the Trees 


| Mm Climbing. 
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Climbing, fat thicker then the ſuakie locks 

560 [That curld Megers : greedily they pluck'd 

The Frutige fair to light, like that which 

Neer that bituminous Lake where Sodom — 

T his more deluſtwe, not the touch, but taſte | 

Deceav'd x; they fondly thinking to allay 
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Tl.ir appetite with gult, inſtead of Fruit 
Chewd itter Aſhes, which th' offended taſte | 
VVith ſpattering noiſe rejected : oft they aſlayd, 
Hunger and thirlt conſtraining, drugd as oft, 

VVith hatetulleſt diſteliſh writh'd thir jaws 

VVith ſoot and cinders full d ; fo oft they fell 

Into the ſame illuſion, not as Man plagu'd 
Whom they triumph d once lapſt. T hus were they 
And worn with Famin, long and ceallefs hiſs, | 
Till thir laſt ſhape, permitted, they reſum'd, - | 
Yearly enjoynd, {ome lay, to undergo 

This annual humbling certam number d days, 
To daſh thir pride, and joy for Man ſeduc't. 
However ſome tradition they difpers'd 
Among the Heathen of thir — — 
And Fabl'd how the Serpent, whom they calld 
| Ophion with Exrynome, the wide- 

| Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firſt the rule 
Of high oh, thence 2 Saturn driv u 
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And opt, ere yet Dit aan was born. 
Mean while in Paradiſe the helliſh pair 

Too ſoon arriv'd, 8iz there in power before, 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
[Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 

Cloſe following for pace, not mounted 


$90 8 his pale Horte : to w — 


I: Second | 
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Second of Stam (prung, all conquering Death 
What thinkſt thou of our Empire now, thong 
With travail difticule, not better farr (earnd 
Then (ti at Hel dark threſhald to have ſate watch, 
LUonam'd, undreaded, and thy ſelf half ftary'd ? 
| Whomthus the Sin-bora Monſter anſwerd ſoon. 
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine, | 
Alike is Hell, or Paradiſe, or Heaven, | 
There beſt, where moſt with ravin may meet; | 
Which here, though cous, all too little ſeems | 600 
To ſtuff this Maw, this vaſt unhide-bound Corps. 

To whom th inceſtuous Mother thus repli'd. | 
Thou therefore on theſeHerbs,and Fruits, & rs 
Feed firſt, on cach Beaſt next, and Fiſh, and Fowle, 
No homely morſels, and whatever thing 
The Sithe of Time mowes down,devour unſpat d, 
Till I in Man refiding through the Race, 

His thoughts, his looks, words, actions all infect, 
Andi him thy laſt and ſweeteſt ! 

This ſaid, they both betook them — wayes, 610 
Both to deſtroy, or unim mortal make 
All kinds, and tor deſtruction to mature 
Sooner or laters which th Almightie ſeeing, 
From his tranſcendent Seat the Saints among, 
To thoſe bright Orders utterd thus his voice. 
See withwhat beat theſe of Hell advance 
To waſte andhavoc yunder VVorld, which 1 
So fair and good created, and had ill 
Kept in that ite, had not the folly of Man 
Let in theſe waſtful Furie: who agate 620 
Folly to mee; fo doth the Prince of Hell 
And his Adberents, that with ſo much caſe 
Mm 2" | | . 
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I ſuffer them to enter and polſſeſ⸗ 
A place ſo heav'nly, and conniving ſeem 


To gratifie my ſcornful Enemies, 


That laugh, as if _ with ſome fit 

Of Paſhun, I to them uitted all, 

At random yeilded up to their miſrule ; 

And know not that I call'd and drew them thither 

My Hell-hounds, to lick upthe draff and filth 

Which mans polluting Sin with taint bath ſhed 

On what was pure, till cramm d and 'd, nigh 

With ſuckt and glutted offal , at one fling (burſt 

Of thy victorious Arm, well-pleaſing Son, 

Both Sim, and Death, and yawning Greve at laſt 

Through che hurld, obſtruct the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and ſeal up his ravenous Jawes. 

Then Heav'n and Earth renewd ſhall be made pure 

To ED on receive no ſtaine : 

Tillthent nc't on both a 
Hee ended, and the heav'aly Audience 1 

Sung Hallelaia, as the found of Seas, 

Through multitude that ſung : Juſt are thy ways, 

Rigbteous ate thy Decrees on all thy Works ; 

Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 

Deſtin d reſtorer of Mankind, by whom 

New Heav'nand Earth ſball to the Ages riſe, 

Or down from Heav u deſcend. Such was thir ſong, 

While the Creator calling forth by name 

His mightie Angels gave them ſeveral charge, 

As ſorted beſt with preſent things. The Sun 


As might affect the Earth with cold and 


IScarce tollerable, and from the North to 
| ” 


| 
Had firſt his precept ſo to move; ſo ſhine, | 
| 
| 


best 
cal} 
——_— * 
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Lecrepit Winter, from the South to bring | 
Solltutal furmers heat. To the blanc Moone | 
Her office they preſcrib'd, to th other five | 
Thir planet arte motions and aſpects | 
In Sextile, Square, and rise, and Oppoſote, 

Of noxious —_— —— — 

Ins unbeni taught the xt 

4 — — — to ſhowre, 

Which of ther rifing with the Sun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeſtuous : To the Winds they (et 
Thi corners, when with bluſter to 

Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when to rowle 
With terror thruugh the dark Acreal Hall. 
Some ſay be bid ts Angels turne aſcanſe 

The Poles of Earth ewice ten and more 


lique the Centric Globe : Som lay the Sun 

Was bid turn Reines from th EquinoQial Rode 
Like diſtant breadth to True with the Scavn 
Atlantich Siſters and the Sportes T wins 


p to the Tropic Crab x t down maine 
y Leo and the Firgin and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorec, to bring in change 


Seaſons to each Chae elſe bad the Spri 


aal in I» ys and Nights, except to thole 


hu diſtance , in thic hight 
(hill th Horr$08,a07 not known 
Eaſt or Welt, which had torbid the Snow 
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val mul d on Earth with vernam bu, . 
90 


er Ffioriland, and South us farr 
Beneath 


From the Suns Axle 4 they with labour puſh'd 670 
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M And Tbraſria rend the ds and Scas upturn; 
Notar and black with thandrous Clouds 


io geaſt num with Beaſt gan Wer, & Fowle withFowle, 


Beneath Auges At that taſted Fruit 
| T he Sun, as from Thees Banquet, turn'd 
His coarſe intended; elſe how had the World 


5 Inhabited , though ſinleſo, more then now, 


Avoided pinching cold and ſcorching heate # 


Like change on Sea and Land, ftideral blaſt, 
Vapour,.and Miſt, and Exhalation hor, 
Corrupt and Peſtilent : Now from the North 
Of 4, andthe Sa Dr 

Burſting thir bra Du armd with jce 
And tnow and halle and Rtormie guſt and flaw, 
tore and 'Cetciat and ar He, loud 


With adverſe blaſrup-turm them from the South 


From 8trralions ; thwart of theſe as fierce 
Forth rufh the Levent and the Powenr VVindes 
Ewrnrand Zepbir with thir lateral noile, 
Sirocco, and LibetS#s. Thus began 
utrage from — bur Diſcord fir 
Daughter of Sin, among t rational, 
ath introduc d through ſherce antiparhie : 


nd Fiſh with Fiſh ; to groe the Heul evg, 
vourd each other y — — c 


-| Theſe changes in theHeav'ns,though low, produc'd | 
| 


Of Man, but fled him, or with count'nance grim 
Glar'd on him paſſing : theſe were from without 
The growing miſeries, which Adam law 
'Alreadie in part. thought hid in glevmieſtſhade, | 
To ſorftow abandond, but worte Tele wit tun, 

And in a troubł Sea of paſſion teſt; — 
| 33830 hu; 
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Thus to disburd'n ſoughe with ſad complaint. 
O miſerable of happic ! is this the end 
Of this new glort orld, and mee ſo late 
The Glory of that Glory, whonow becom 
Accurſt of blefled, hide me from the face 
E God, whom tobehold was then my highth 
Of happineſs : yet well, if here would 
The milcric, I deferv'd it, and would beare 
My own deſervings ; but this will not ſerve; 
All that 1 eate or drink, or ſhall beger, 
Is — curſe, O voice once heard 
Delighttully, Zacres/e and multiply, 
Now death to beate ! for what can | encreaſe 
Or multiplie, but curſes on my head ? 
+ | Who of all Ages to ſucceed, but feeling 
[The evil on him brought by me, will curſe 
My Head, I! fare our Anceſtor impure, 
| For this we may thank dew; bur his thanks 
Shall be the execrations fo belides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee 
Shall with a fterce reflux on mee redound, 
On mee as on thir natural center light 
Heavie, though inthir place. O fleeting joyes 
Ot Paradiſe, deare bought with laſting woe: | 
Did I requeſt thee, Maker, from my Clay 
To mould me Man, did 1 follicite thee 
From darknels to e me, or here place 
In this delicious Garden? as my Will 
| Concurd not to my being, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my duſt, 
| Defirousto refigne, and render back 


l teceav d, unable to performe 
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Thy terms too hard, by which 1 was to hold 
The good I ſought not. To the loſs of that, 
Suffictent penaltie, why baſt thou added 
I he ſenſe of endleſs woes? inexplicable 


Thy Juſtice ſeems 4 yet to lay truth, too late, 
| thus conteſt ; then d have been refuld 
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Thou didſt accept themʒ wilt thou enjoy the good, 
Then cavil the — ? and though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son 
Prove diſobedient , and reprov'd, retort, 
Wherefore didſt thou me? I ſought it not: 
Wouldſt thou admit for his contempe of thee 
— — excuſe? yet him not thy election, 

But Natural neceſlity begot. 

God made thee of - + his own, and of his own 
'To ſerve him, thy reward was of his 

Thy puniſhment then juſtly is at his Will. 

Beit fo, for I ſubmit, his is fair , 

That duſt I am, and ſhall to duſt returne - 

O welcom hour whenever | why dulayes 

His hand to execute what his 

—— be — 5 overlive, 
Why am I mockt with death, and h'ad out 
To deachleſs pain ? bow gladlyw [ meet 
Mortalitie my ſentence, and be Earth 


780 


Withcru expectatiou. Yet one doube 


Toſenſible, how glad would lay me down 

As in my Mothers lap? there I ſhould reſt 

And ſleep ſecure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would Thunder in my cars, ao fear of worſe 
To mee and to my ofspring would torment me 


Thoſe terms whatever, when they were — 


Purſues 
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Puriucs me (HIIL, leaſt all I cannot die, 
calt that pure breath of Life, the Spirit of Man 
hich God in{pir'd, cannot together periſh 


| 
ET i 
With this corporeal Clod ; then in the Grave, | 


r in {ome other diſmal place, who knows 
But I (hall die a living Death? Othoughe 
Horrid, if true ! yet why? it was but breath 
Of Life that Ham ds what dies but what had life 
And tin? the Bodie properly hath neither. 
All ot me then tha!! die let this appeale 
The doubt, fince humane reach no further knows. 
For though the Lord of all be infinite, 
Is his wrauth alſo? be it, man h not fo, 
But mortal doom'd. How can he exerciſe 
Wrath without end on Man whom Death muſt end? 
Can be ate deathleſs Death ? that wereto make 
Str contradiction, which to God hioelt 
pee h held, as Argument 
| Of weakneſs, not of Power. Will he, draw out, 
For fake, finite to infinite 
In punithe man, to ſatisfie his rigour 
Saris d never 4 that were to extend 
His Sentence beyond duſt and Natures Law, 
'By which all Cauſes elſe according (till 

othe reception of thir matter act, 
Not to th extent of thir own Spheare. But ſay 
That Death be not one ſtroak, as I fuppos'd, 
Bercaving ſenſe, but endleſs miſerie 
From this day onward, which I teel n 
Both in me, and without we, and fo 
To perpetuitie ; Ay me, that fear 
Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution 
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On my detenſleſs head ; both Death and [ 
Amfound Eternal, and incorporate both, 
Nor I on my part ingle, in mee all 
Poſteritie ſtands curſt: Fair Patrimonie 
That I muſt leave ye, Som; O were I able 
To waſte it all my ſelf, and leave ye none 
So diſinherited how would * bleſs 

Me now your Curſe ! Ab, why ſhould all mankind 
For one mans fault thus guiltleſs be condemm d, 
If guiltleſs ? But from mee what can 

But all corrupt, both Mind and Will deptav d, 
Not to do onely, but to will the ſame 

With me? bow can they acquitted ſtand 

In light of God ? Him after all Diſputes 

Foret I abſolve all my evaſions vain 

And reaſonings,though throughMazes,lead me (till 
But to my own conviction - and laſt 

On mee, n ce onely, as the ſoutſe and ſpring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights dues 

So might the wrauth.Fond wiſh ! couldſt thou ſup- 
That burden heavier then the Earth to bear, (port 


Thenall the World much heavier, though divided | 


With that bad Woman? Tims what thou dehir'lt, | 
And what thou tearſt, alike deltroyes all hope | 
Of refuge, and concludes thee milerable | 
Beyond all paſt example and future, 

To Satas onely like both crime and doom, 
O Conſcience, into what Abvis of tears 


And horrors haſt thou drivn me out of which 


840. I find no way, from deep to deeper lung'd ! 


Through the (till Night, not now, as ere man fell, 
Whol- 


— 


Thus Adam to himſelt lamented loud | 


Wholſom and col, andern bir « th black Air 
Accompanied, with dan ps 5d Creadtul gloom, 
Which to his evil Com (cnc repo — 
All things with double terror: On the ground 
Outſtretche he lay, on the cold gr und, and ett 
Cursy'd his Creation, Death as Ott acc d 
Ot tardie execution, ſince de unc 
The day of his oftence. Why comes not Death 
Said hee, with one thrice acceptable ſtroke | 
To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
— Divine not haſt'n to be juſt / | 
ut Death comes not at call, Juſtice Divine 
Mends not her ſloweſt pace for prayers or cries. | 
O Woods, O Fountains, Hillocks, Dales and Bowrs, : 
VVith other echo late I raught your Shades 
To anſwer, and reſound farr other Song. 
VVhom thus afflicted when (ad Eve beheld, 
Deſolate where ſhe ſate, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his fierce pation the affay'd : 
But het with ſternregard he thus repell'd. 
Out of my ſight, thou Serpent, that name beſt | 
Beſits thee with him leagu'd, thy ſelf as falſe 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy ſhape, 
Like his, and colour ine may ſhew | 
| Thy inward fraud, to warn all Creatures fromthee | 
Henceferthileaſt that too heav'nly form,pretended 
To helliſh falſhood, ſnare them. gut for thee | 


And wandring vanitie, when leſt was ſafe, 
Rejected my forewarning, and difdain'd 

Not to be truſted, longing to be ſeen 
Though by the Devil himſelf, him overweening 


360 


| 
| I had perſiſted , had not thy pride \ 870 
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[Rather then ſolid vertu, all but a Rib 


>| With Spirits Maſcu 


Well if thrown out, as ſupernumerarie 


Not ſo repullt, with Tearsthat cras d not fowing, 


To over-reach, but with the Serpent meeting 

Fool'd and beguil d, by him thou, I by thee, 

To truſt thee from my ſide, imagin'd wile, 

Conſtant, mature, proof againſt all aſlaules, 
and underſtood not all was but a ſhew 


Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 
More to the part ſiniſter from me drawn, 


To my juſt number found, O why did God, 
Creator wiſe, that peopl'd higheſt Heav'n 
live. create at laſt 

This noveltie on Earth, this fair defect 
Of Nature, and not fill the World at once 
With Men as Angels without Feminine, 
Or find ſome other way to generate 
Mankind? this miſchief had not then befall ny 
And more that ſhall betall, innumerable - - + 
Diſturbances on Earth through Femal ſnares, 
And ſtraight conjunction with this Sex : far. dich: 
He never {hall find out fit Mate, but ſuch 
As ſome mis fortune brings him, or miſtake; - 
Or whom he wiſbes moſt ſhall ſeldom gain a 
Through her pervetſeneſa, but ſhall ſee her gain 
by a farp worle, or it ſhe love, withheld... 

Parcats, or his happieſt choiceto0 e 
: all meet, alreadie * and Wedlock- bound : 
Toa fell Adv erſarie, his hate, or ſhame: | 
Which intzuite e ſhall cauſe 
To Humane life;;and hoyſhold. peace confound; 

He added.not, = from herturn'd, but Evo ;, 


And 


y 


<—— —- 
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And treſles all dilorderd, at his feet 

bell humble, and imbracing them, beſaught 

His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

| Forſake me not thus, Adam, witnels Heav'n 

What love Gncere, and reverence. in my heart 

beate thee, and nw eeting have offended, 

Unhappilie deceav'd; thy ſuppliant 

beg, and claſp thy knees z bereave me not, 

Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 

Thy counſel in his uttermoſt diſtreſs, 

My onely.{trength and ſtay: forloru of thee, 

Whicker ſhall T betake me, where ſubſiſt? 

While yet we live, ſcarſe one ſhort hour perhaps, 

Between us two let there be peace, both joyning, 

As joyn'd in injuries, one enmitie 

Againſt a Foe by doom expreſs, aſlign'd. us, 

That cruel Serpent: On me exetciſe not 

Thy hatred fox this miſeric befall'n, 

On me already loſt, mee then thy (elf 

More\miſerables have fads but thou 

| Againſt, God, one! 21 d and the, 

And to the plate judgement will return, 

There with my crigs importune Heaven, that all 

The N from thy head remov d may light 
n te, Tole caũſe to thee of all this woe, 

Mee mec qnaly juſt obiec of þiy ire, 
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She ended werping, and her lowlie plight, 
[mmoveable till peace obtain d from fault 
Acknow ledg d and deplor d, in Adam wraught 
Commiſeration 3 ſoon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life ſo. late and ſule delight, 
No at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtreſs, 


Crea- 
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949, His counſel whom ſhe had diſpleas d, his aide; 
As one diſarm'd, his anger all he loſt, 
| And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her ſoon. 
| Unwarie, and too deſirous, as before, 
So now of what thou knowſt not, who deſir ſt 
The puniſhment all on thy ſelf ; alas, 
Beare thine own firſt, ill able to ſuſtaine 
His full wrauth whoſe thou feelſt as yet leſt part, 
And my diſpleaſure bearſt ſo ill. If Prayers 
Could alter high Decrees, I to that place 
950| Would ſpeed before thee, and belouder heard, 
That on my head all might be viſited, 
Thy trailtie and infirmer Sex forgiv'n, 
To me committed and by me expos'd. 
But riſe, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elſewhere, but ſtrive 
In offices of Love, how we may light'n | 
Each others burden in our ſhare of woe; 
Since this days Death denounc't, if ought I ſee, 
Will prove no ſudden, but afſlow-pac't evill, 
960} Along days dying to augment our paine, 
And to our Seed (O hapleſs Seed 5 deriv id. 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, repli d. 
Adam, by ſad experiment I know 
How little weight my Words with thee can finde, 
Found ſo erroneous, thence by juſt event 
Found fo unfortunate ; nevertheleſs, 
Reſtor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine 
thy Love, the ſole contentment of my heart, 
970 Livin or dying from thee I will not hide 

What 
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What thoughts in my unquiet breſt are ris'o, 
Tending to ſum relief of our extremes, 

Or end, though ſharp and fad, yet tolerable, 
As inourevils, and of eaſier choice. 

If care of our deſcent perplex us moſt, 
Which muſt be born to certain woe, devourd 
By Death at laſt, and miſerable it is 

To be to others cauſe of — 

Our own begotten, and of our Loinesto bring 
Into this curſed World a woful Race, 

That after wretched Life muſt be at laſt 

Food for ſo foule a Monſter, inthy power 


It lies, yet ere —_— to prevent 
The Race unbleſt, to being yet unbegot. 
Childleſs thou art, Childleſs remaine : 


Be forc'd to ſatisſie his Rav'nous Maw. 

But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Converſing, looking, loving, to abſtain 

From Loves due Rites, Nuptial embraces ſweet, 
And with deſire to languiſh without hope, 
Before the preſent object languiſhing 

With like defire, which would be miſerie a 
And torment leſs then none of what we dread, 
Then both our ſelves and Sced at once to free 
From what we fear for bot h, let us make ſhort, 
Let us ſeek Death, or hee not found, ſupply 
With our own hands his Office on — 2 
Why ſtand we longer ſhivering under feares, 

That ſhew no end but Death, and have the power, 
Of many wayes to die the ſhorteſt choolng, 
Deſtruction 


So Death ſhall be deceav'd hisglut,and with us 150 


980 


eO 
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Deſtinction with deſtruction to deſtroy. 
She ended heer, or vehement deſpaire 
Broke oft the teſt ſo much of Death her thou 


Had entertaind, as di d her Cheeks with pale, 


0110 But Adam With ſuch counſel nothing ſway d, 
To better / hopes his more attentivt minde 
Labouring had rais d, and thus to Eve re pli d. 


| To argue in thee ſomthing more ſublime 


That excellence thought in thee, and implies 
Not thy contempt, but anguiſh and regret 
{For loſs of life and pleaſure overlov !. 
026) Or if thou , covet death, as utmoſt end | 
Ot miſerie, ſo thinking to eyade 
The penaltie pronounc't, doubt not but God 
Hath wiſclier arm'd his vengefulire then fo 
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So ſnateht will aot exempt us from the paine 
We are by doom to pays rather ſuch acts 
Of contumacie will provoke the higheſt 

To make death in us live: Then let us ſcek 
Som ſafer reſolution, which methinks 
haye in view, calling to mindewith heed 


The Serpents head; piteous amends, unleſs 
Be meant; .whom I conjecture, our grand Foe 
Satan, ho in the Serpent hat h contriv d 
Againſt us this deceit: ta cruſh his head 
Would be re vepge indeed; which will be Joſt 


Wu. 


Eve, thy contempt of life and pleaſure ſeems 


And excellent then what thy minde contemnes; 
But ſelf-deſtruction therefore ſaught, . refutes 


To be foreſtall'd much more I fear leaſt Death 


Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed ſhall bruiſe 


ghts 


By 
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By death brought on our ſelves, or childleſs days 
Reſolv'd; as thou propoſeſt; ſo our Foe 

Shall ſcape his puniſhment ordain'd, and wee 
lnſtead ſhall double outs upon our beads. 

No more be metition'd then of violence' 

Againſt bur ſelves; and wilful batrenneſs, 

That cuts us off from hope, and ſavours onely 
Rancor and pride, impatience and deſpite, 
Reluctance againſt God and his juſt yoke 

Laid on our Necks. - Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg d 
Without wrauthor reviling; wee expected 
[Immediate diſſolution, which we thought 

Was meant by Death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains onely in Child bearing were foretold, - 

And bringitig forth, ſoon recompenc't with joy, 
Fruit of thy Womb : On mee the Curſe allope 
Glanc'd on the ground, with labour I muſt earne 
My breatfz what harm? Idleneſs had bin worſe ;' 
My labour will fuſtaĩn me; and leaſt Cold 

Or Heat ſhould injiireus, his time)y care 

Hath unbeſaught provided, and his hands 
Cloath'd us unworthie, pitying while he judg'd 3 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 

Be open, and his heart to pitie incline, 

And teach vs further by what means to ſhun 

Th' inclement Seaſons, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, 
Which now the Skie with various Face begins 
To ſhew us in this Mountain, while the Winds 
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Blow moiſt and keen, ſh:ttering the graceful locks 


Of theſe fair ſpreading Treesz which bids us ſeek | 
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Som better ſhroud, ſom better warmth to cheriſh 
Our Limbs benumm'd , ere this diurnal Starr 
Leave cold the Night, how we his gather'd beams 
Reflected, may with matter ſere foment, x 

Or by colliſion of two bodies grinde 

ſhe Air attrite to Fige, as late the Clouds 

] — or puſht with Winds rude in thir ſhock 
[ine the ſlant Lightning, w hoſe thwart flame driv'a 
Kindles the gummie bark of Firr or Pine, (down 
And ſends a comfortable heat from farr, 

Which might ſupplie the Sun: ſuch Fire to uſe, 
And what may elſe be remedie or cure 

To evils which our own miſdeeds have wrought, 
Hee will inſtruct us praying, and of Grace 
Beſceching him, ſo as we need not fear 

To paſs commodiouſly this life, ſuſtain d 

By him with many comforts, till we end 

In duſt, our final reſt and native home. 

What better can we do, then to the place 
Repairing where he jud 'd us, proſtrate fall 
Before him reverent, and there confeſs 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
VVateringthe ground, and with our ſighs the Air 
Frequenting, ſeat from hearts contrite, in ſign 
Of ſorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek, 


| Re- 


Llndoubtedly he will relent and turn 

From his diſpleaſure ; in whoſe look ſerene, 

VVben angry molt he ſeem'd and moſt ſevere, 

VVhat elſe but favor, grace, and mercie ſhon > 
So ſpake our Father penitent, nor Eve 

Felt leſs remorſe: they forthwith to the place 


— 
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Repairing where he judg'd them proſtrate fell | 
Before him reverent, and both confeſs d 

Humbly thir faults, and pardon veg d, with tears 
VVatering the ground, and with thir ſighs the Air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 
Of ſorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 


The End of the Ninth Book. 
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* 2 Praying, for from the Mercie-ſeat 

| of above 
; 8 prevenient Grace deſcending had re- 


The 
—.— grow inſtead, that ſighs now breath d 
Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer 

Inſpir d, and wing d for Hea vn with ſpeedier flight 
Then loudeſt Oratorie : yet thir port 


Not of mean ſuiters, nor important leſs 
Seemꝰ d thir Petition, then when th' ancient Pair 


Jeſs anceerty Edt hen theſe, 


ina 


| Dencalion and chaſte Fyrrba to reſtore 
The Race of Mankind drownd, before the Shrine 


Of Themis ſtood devout. To Heav'n thir prayers 


mov'd 


En Ren _ 


_Flew| 
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Flew up, nor miſsd the way, by envious windes 
Blow 'n vagabond or fruſtrate :/io they paſsd 
Dimentionleſs through Heav'nly dores ; then clad 
With incenſe, where the Golden Altar fum'd, 
By thir great Interceſſor, came in ſight 
Before thi Fathers Throne: Themthe glad Son 
Preſenting, thus to. ivtereede began. 
See Father, what firſt fruits on Earth are ſprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man, theſe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this Golden Cenfer, mixt 
With Incenſe; E thy Htieſt befare:thee bring, 
Fruits of more pleaſing: ſavour from thy ſced 
Sow'n with conttitiem in his heart, thenthoſe 
Which his:own hand monuring all the Trees 
Of Paradife could have produc't, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now the re fore bend thine care 
To ſupplicatign, he are lis ſigha thougb mute; 
Unskilful with yhat words to pray let me, 
Interpret fot him, mee his Advocate | 
And Propitiation, all bis war ks on mee 
Good or not gogth ingraft, my Merit thoſe 
Walllipetſet, aud for thæſe l uiy Death ſhall pay. 
gecept me, and in mee from theſoreceave | 
The ſmell gf peace toward Mankinde, let him live 
Before thee racancil'd, atleaſt his days 
umberdthaughilad;till Death; bisdoom(which I 
To migate thus lead, nat tomwetfe) i : 
To better life el ,νũꝗ hin, where with me 
All y redcemd may dwell in joy and bliſs, 
Made one with mens I with ther am one. 
Toaxbom tha Father cvithour Cloudiferene. | 
All thy requeſtfes Man,actepted Songs: ww © 
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Obtain, all thy requeſt was my Decree : 
But longer inthat Paradiſe to dwell, 
The Law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
Thoſe pure immortal Elements that know 
No groſs, no unharmoneous mixture foule, 
Eje& him tainted now, and purge him oil 
As a diſtemper , groſs to aire as — 
And morta 4 as may diſpoſe im beſt 
For diſſolution wrought by Sin, that firſt 
Diſtemperd all things, and of incorru 
Corrupted, I at farit with 50 8 
Created him endowd, with Happineſs 
And lmmortalit ie: that loſt, 
This other ſerv d but to e e woes 
Till I provided Death; ſo Death becomes 
His final remedic, and after Life * 

Tri'din tribulation, and refin'd 

By Faith and faithful works, to ſecond Life, 
Walt in the renovation of the juſt, 


But let us call to Synod all the Bleſt 


My ju 
As how with late they faw 
And in thir ſtate, though more 


He ended, and the Son gave fignal 
To the bright Miniſter that watchd, hecdiew 


His Trumpet, heard in Oreb fince perhaps 


When God deſcended, and perhaps once more 
o ſound at general Doom. Th' Angelic ſt 
Filld allthe Regions : from thir | Bowrs 


f Amarantin Shade, Fountaih or Spring, 


Re him up with Heav'n and Earth renewd. 


ThroughHear's wide bound tom them 1 will not 
gments, how with Mankind I proceed, (hide 


By 
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By the waters of Life, where ere they ſate | 

ln fellowſhips of joy: the Sons of Light 

Haſted, reſorting to the Summons high, 

And took thir Seats z till from his Throne ſupream 

Th Almighty thus pronouncd his ſovran iſ 
O Sons, like one of us Man is become 

To know both Good and Evil, ſince his taſte 

Of that defended Fruit; but let him boaſt 

His knowledge of Good loſt, and Evil got, 

Happier, had it ſuffic'd bim to have known 

Good by it ſelf, and Evil not at all. 

He ſorrows now, repents, and prayes contrite, 

My motions in him, longer then they move, 

His heart I know, how variable and vain 

Self-left. Leaſt therefore his now bolder hand 

Reach alſo of the Tree of Life, and cat, 

And live for ever, dream at leaſt to live 

For ever, to remove him I decree, 

And ſend him from the Garden forth to Till 

The Ground whence he was taken, fitter ſoile. 
Michael, this my beheſt have thou in charge, 

Take to thee from a the Cherubim 
by choice of flaming Warriours, leaſt the Fiend; 
r 0 behalf of Man, or to invade 

Vacaat poſſeſſion ſom new trouble raiſe : 

Haſt thee, and from the Paradiſe of God 

Without remorſe drive out the ſinful Pair, 

From hallowd ground th unholie, and denounce 


To them and to thir — 5 from thence 
Perpetual baniſhmgnt (t _ faine 
At the ſad Sentence rigorouſly u 

For I behold them llt n and wit + Ak. 
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4 Whichthus to Eve his welcome words renewed, 


|Bewailing thir exceſs, all terror hide. 

If patiently thy bidding they obey , 
Diſmiſs them not diſconſolate ; reveale 
To Adam what (hall come in tururedayes, | 
As I thall thee enlighten, terte 

My Cov'nant in the Womans feed renewd; 
So ſend them forth,thongh ſorrowing, yet in peace: 
And on the Eaſt fide of the Garden place, | 
W here entrance up from e cavteſt climbes, 


: 


120 | Cherubic watch, and of a Sword rhe flame 


Wide waving, all approach farr off to frighy, 

And guard all paſſage ro the Tree of Lite : 

Leaſt Paradiſe a geceptacle prove 

To Spirits foule, and all my Trees thir prey, 

With whoſe ſtol'n Fruit Man once — delade. 
He ceas d j and th lic Power r'd 

For ſwift Abe enn bench Cohort bright 

Ot watchful Cherubim ; four faces cach 

Had, like a double J, all chr ſha 

Spangl'd with eyes more mumerons then thoſe 

Of arge, and more wakeful then to droure, | 

Charu'd with Arcadian Pipe, the Paſtoral Reed | 

Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while 

To reſalute the World with ſacred Light 

Leucothea wak'd, and with treſh dews imbalond 

The Earth, when Ade and firſt Matron Foe | 

Had ended now thir Oriſors,and found, | 

Strength added from above, new hope to ſpring 

Out of deſpaite, joy, but with fear yet linkt, 


— — mT = = 


Eve, ealily may Faith admit, that u | 
[The good which we enjoy, from Heav'n deſcends | 
| But 
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gut that from us ought ſhould aſcend to Heav'n 
So prevalent as to concerne the mind 

Ot God -bleſt, or to incline his will, 
Hard to be may ſeem z yet this will Prayer, 
Or one ſhort ſigh of humane breath, up-borne 
Evnto the Seat of God. For fince 1 —4 
By Prayer th offended Deitic to a 


Kneel'd and before him humbl'd all limp hear, 


— — ble and 
Bend — ine ies 


A heard with favour z peace returnd 

Home to my breſt, and ro my memorie 

— — — Seed (hall bruiſe our Foce; 
then not in diſma * 

— binernch of eath 

and we hall live.” Whence Haile to thee, 


Foe call d, Mother of all Mankind, 
Mother of all t living, fince by thee 
Man is to live, all hve for Man. 


To whoa thus Eve with ſad demeanour meek. 
Ill worthic I ſuch title ſhould belong 
FF —— h ave e weereprove 
A he! t to mee 
K ditrult 2 all 


don was in Judge, 
tar ee brought Death ow all, am grac't 
The ſourſe of life 5 next favourable thou, 


Who highly thus to euticle me vourſaft, 
Farr deſerving. Bur theFleld 
To lbgur callt us pow with ſwear 


T atrer Night g for ſee the Morn, 
All unconcetn'd with our _ 
Pp a H 


——— 


-_ 
nd 


170 


| 
N 
, 
| 


Book 10. 


190 


20 


12822 obſerv'd, and with h Eye the 


tler robe prog tels Imiling 3 let us furth, 

[ never from thy fide henceforth to (tray, 
Wherere our days work lies, though gow enjnind 
Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell, 
What can be toilſom iu thele phaſam Walkes ? 
Here let us live, though in falſ'n ſtate, content. 

So ſpake, ſo ii d uch. bumbl'd Eve, but Fate 
Subſcrab'd not ; Nature firſt gave Signs, unpreſt 
On Bird, Beaſt, Aire, Aire luddenly eclips'd 
Alter (bort bluſh of Morn ; big h in ber ſit u 
The Bird of Jove, ſtoopt from his acric tour, 

Two Birds of gayeſt plume before him drove: 
from a Hill the Beaſt chat reigns in Woods, 
Fir Hunter then, putſu d a gentle brace, 
G6odlieſt of all the Forreſt, Hart and Hinde 3 
Hirect toth' Eaſtern Gate was bent thirtthight. 


| Purſuing, not unmay'd to Eve thus ſpake. 

O Eve, ſome furder change awaits us high, 
Which Heav'a by theſe wute ſigus in Nature dc. 
Forerunners of his purpoſe, orto ware 

Us haply too ſecure of aur di 
From-penaltie, becauſe tram death releaſt 


Some dens; bo long, and what till ehen dur life, 


Who knows, ot more t hen this, that we are dt, 
And thither muſt retutu and be ao more, 


VVhy elſe this dbuble ub je in our 

Of flight putſud in thi Air and ore mn 

One wa «he felf-lame hour? why in the | 
Darkneſs exe Dayesirid+courte, and Morning lig ht 
More orien in yon YVeolttra Cloud thet draws 

Ore the blew Firmament a cadrant white, 


| And 
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And (low deſc 
He ert d wor; by ths the Nev ly Ba 
Down from a Skie of Jalper lighted now 
ln Paradiſe, and on + Hill — at, 
A glorious Appatition, had not doubt 
And carnd! fear that day dimm'd Adewr eye. 
Not that oro rig when the Angels met 
1 e ie Maben aids, where be ſaw 
— geld PaYYiun'd with his Guardians bright; 
that which on the flaming Mount appeerd 
ln pore 7 'd with « Campof Fire, 
Againſt the who to fu 
One man, A 18. Ne had levied Warr, 
Warr unproclam d. The Princely Hierarch 
la thier bright ſtand, there left his Powers to ſeiſe 
poſſeſſiou of the Garden: ; hee alone, 
To frnde wre 444% (helterd, took Ks way, 
Not u 'd of An, who to Poe, 
While the great Viſiezot approachd.thus ſpake. 
Foe, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will ſoon dereryin, of impoſe 
New Laws to be obfery'd ; for 1 deſcrie 
From yonder bring Cloud that veils the Hill 
One of the heavy Holt, and by his Gate 
| None of the meane!?, ſore great Porentate 
Or of the Thrones above, fuch — 
 Inveſts him coming 4 yet not terrible 
| That I ſhould fear, nor ſociably mild, 
| As Ka bark, that 1 Huld much confide, 
Bur ſolemn and ſubtime, whom not to offend, 
With reverence | muſt meer, and thou retire. 
| ka ended; and t Arch-Angel foon drew nigh, 
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Not in his ſhape Celeſtial, but as Man 
240 Clad to meet Man z over his lucid Arme: 
A militarie Veſt of purple flowd 
Livelier then Melibean, or the graine 
Of $arra, worn by Kings and Hero's old 
la time of Trucez Ir had dipt the wooft ; 
His ſtarric Helme unbuckl'd ſhew'd him pri | 
In Manhood where Youth ended ; by his fide 
As in a gliſtering Zodiac hung the Sword, 
Satans dire dread, and in his bend the Bp 
Adam bowd low, hee Kingly from by _ 
25 © Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd. 
| Adam, Heav'ons high beheſt no Preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by ſentence —— tranſgreſi, 
Defeated of 2s ſciſure may 6 
Giv'n thee of G has He | 
— — . — 
Mayſt cover : well may then thy Lord appeas 5 
Redeem thee quite from Deaths — > . 
But longer in this Paradiſe to dwell | 
260 Permits not to remove thee I am come, 
| 


And fend thee from the Garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou walt tak n, firter Soile. 

He added not, for Adew at the newes 
Heart-ſtrook with chilling gripe of ſorrow ſtood, 
That all his ſenſes bound ; Foe, who unſeen 
Jet all had heard, with audible lament | 
Diſcover'd ſoon the place of her retire, 

O unexſpetted ſtroke, worſe then of Death! 
Mult I thus leave thee Paradiſe ? thus leave | 
270 Thee Native Saile, thele bappic Walks and Shades, | 


| | En 
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Fit baunt of Gods ? where | bad hope to ſpend, 
Quict though load, the reſpia of that day 

That muſt be mortal to us both. O four, 

That never will in other Climate grow, 

My carly viteation, and my laſt | 
At Eeva, which } bred up with tender hand 
From the hurt hotbed amd ye. Names, 

| Who now ſhall reare ye to the Sun, or tanke 
Your Tribes, and water from th ambrofial Fount ? 
Thee laſtly nuptial Bowre, by mee 

With what to bght or mel was wert; from thee 
How ſhall I part, apd whither wander down 
[Into a lower World, to this obſcure 

| And wilde, how ſhall we breath in other Aire 
Leſs pure, accuſtumd to immortal Fruits? 

| Whom thus the Angel i milde. 
Lament not ze, but paticnaly te C1 

What juſtly thou haſt loſt 4 nor ſet thy heart, 


Thus over fond. on that which is not thine 5 


Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes 

Thy Huszband,, hic to follbwehou art bound 5 
Where he abiges, think there thy aative folle. 

| Adaw by this from the cold fudden da 
Recovering, and his (catterd (pirits ret , 

To Aichi thus his humble words addre6d. 

| Celeſtial, whether among theT beones, of nam'd 
Of chem the Higheſt , tur ſuch of ſhape may 
Prince above Princes, gently haſt thou tould 
Thy meſlage, which might elſe in telling wound, 
And in performing end us 3 what beides 

Of ſorrow and dejection and deſpair 1 2 
Out fxxiltic can Alten thy tidtags bring. 
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te from this happy place, our ſweet 
Receſs, and onely conſolation left 

Familiar to out ches, all places elſe 

ln hoſpitable appeet and de ſolate, 

Nor knowing us not known: and if by IK 
Inet ſlant I eould hope to change the wil 

Of him who all things can, 1 wowld not etaſe | 
To wesrie him with oy aflidoow cries : 

But prayer againſt his abſolure Decree 

No more availes then breath againit the winde, 
Blown filing back om Nm that breaths it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding | ſubmir. 

This woſt affe me, that deperting hence, 
As from his face | (ball be hid, 

His bleſſed count'nance; bere I could frequent 
Wich worſhip, place by place where he vour (af 
Preſence Divine, and to wy $ons relete 5 | 
On this Mount be appertd, under this Tree | 
Stood viftible, among theſe Pines his voice 


33- 


heard, here with him at this Fountain tolk d: 
So grateful Alters | would reare 

Of grab Terfe, and pile up every Stone 

Ot luſtre from the brook, in mernorie, 

Or monument to Ages, and thereon * 

Offer ſweet ſmelling Gumms & Fruits sd Flours: 
In yoader nether World where ſhall I ſeek | 
His bright appearonces,. or foorſtep trace ? | 
For though I fied him angrie, yet recall'd 

To life prolongd and promisd Race, I now | 
Gladly bebold though but his urmoſt skirrs 

Of glory, and farr off his ſteps adore; 


To whom thus Ac heel with regard benigne. 


Adew, 


Adam, they know teen ha, and all the Earth 
| Not this Rock cncly 4 hs Oaaiprefence us 
Land, Sca, and Aire, andevery Race that lives, 
Fomented by hi victuel N er aud warmed : 

All th Eat be gavethbes to pallets and mule, 
No deſpxable grits fruvde rot then 

His preſence to theſe narrows bounds cum d 
Of Paradiſe or £dew : this had been 

Perhaps thy Capit al Scage, from whence had (pred 
All generations, and bad tnrher came / 

From all the ends of th Ewrth, ro cc bft 

And reverence thee thir great Progenitors 
But t his przeminence thou hatt loft, brought dow: 
To dwell on erven ground. an with thy Sony : 
Yet doubt nut but in Vale sed in Plane 
God »s #5 here, and will be found able | 
Preſent, and of bis preſence many a ligne 

Still fullowing thee, ul competing thee round 
With 3 and patcrant Love, by Face 
Exprets, and ut his the track Divme. 

Which tbet thou auyibocioeve, and be conhrmd, 
Fre thou from hence dopert, know am ſent 

To ſbew thee what (ball come wn future dayes 

lo thee aud to thy og 4 goed with bud 
Expect to hear, f Grage euotcnd ings » 

With Gnfulerts of Mea 4 ten to leather): 

rue patience, amd to temper” ply with tour 


And pious Grrow, equally. cour'd 


By moderatiun grther Rate no: bores . | 


Profperovs ut sdb (© aue bos icad 
IS:fe thy fe, and be tparpar dude 
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- | Whereon for different cauſe the Tempeer ſer 


This Hill s let ve (for | have drencht her eyes) | 

Here ſleep below while thou to foreſight wak'ſt, | 

As once thou (leplt, while Shee to life was formd. | 
Towhom thus Addn Ny repli'd. | 

Aſcend, I follow thee, tate Guide, che path | 

Thou lead'ſt me, and to the hand ot Heav'n ſubmit, 

However chaſt' ning, to the evil tutne 

My obvious breaſt, a to overcom 

By ſuffering, and carne reſt trom labomt won, 

It ſo I may attain, So both aſcend 

In the Viſions of God 7 It was a Hill | 

Ot Paradiſe the higheſt, from whoſe top 

The Hemiſphere of Earth in cleereſt Ken 

Streteht out roampleſt reach of profpett lay. 

Not higher that Hilt nor wider looking round, 


Our ſecond Adew in the Wilderneſs , 

Toſhew himall Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory, 
His Eye might therecbmmand wherever ſtood 
City of old or modern Fame, the Scat | 
Of mightieſt Empire, from the deſtind Walls 

Of Cambalu, ſeat of Cathajan cas | 
And Semarchind by Oxur, Temirs Throne, | 


To u of Siwacs Kings,' and thence 
To Agrcand Lab ot great mogul | 
Down tothe goldeh _ od where 
The Perfean in Ecrbatan (ate, or fince 

In Hiſpaban, or where the Ruſfraw K ſar 
In Aoſce, ur the Sulcan in tac, 


rorc be de- born ;/ aovr<ou ld bis eye not ken 


— — _ 
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Th' Empircot Negs/ to his utmoſt Port 
breech andthe leſs Maritine Kihgs -- 
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Ae, and ene, and Melind, | 
And Sofals thought Opdir, to the Reale ue 


Of Congo, and Angels fardeſt South x 

Or thence from Niger Flood to At Mount | 
| The Kingdoms of Alwanſer, Fer and So, | 
 Maroccs and Algiers, and Tremiſen x 

On Ezrepe thence, and where Rowe was to ſway 
Ide V Vorld : in Spirit perhaps he alſo ſaw 
Rich Afexics the feat of Aten, 

And Cuſco in Pers, the richer ſeat 


Of Atabalips, and yet unſpoil d , 
|\Guians, whoſe great Citic —— Sons 410 
Call EI Derads : but to nobler fights 


| Michael from Adam: eyes the Filme remov'd 

VV ich that falſe Fruit that promis d clearer fight 
Had bred ; then d with Eupbratic and Rue | 
'The viſual Nerve, for he had much to fees 

And from the VVell of Life three drops inſtill d. 
do deep the power of theſe Ingredients pierc'd, 
Eevn to the inmoſt ſeat of mental light, 
That Ads now enforc t to cloſe his eyes, 
Sunk down and all his Spirits became intranſt: 420 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firſt behold 

'Th' effects which thy original crime hath wrought | 

In ſome to ſpring from thee, who never touch's 
Th' excepted Tree, nor with the Snake conſpir d, 

Nor finn'd thy fin, yet from that fin derive 

Corruption to bring torth more violent deeds. 
| His eyes he op'nd, and beheld afield, +» 

Part ar and tilth, whereon were Sheaves 30 
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alks and foulds 5 
Ith' midſt an Altar as the Land-mark ſtood 
Ruſtic, of graſſie ſord ; thither anon 

A ſweatie — from his Till — 

Firſt Fruits, the green Eare, and the yellow Sheaf, 
Uncull'd, as came to hand ; a Shepherd next 
More meck came withthe Firitlings of his Flock 
Choiceſt and beſt ; then ſacrificing, laid 

The Inwards and thir Fat, with Incenſe ſtrew'd, 
On the cleft Wood, and all duc Rites perform'd. 
His Offring ſoon propitious Fire from-Heav'n | 
Conſum d with nimble glance, and grateful (teame; 
The others not, for his was not ſmcere ; 

Whereat hee inlic rag'd, and as they talk d, 

Smote him into the Midriff with a ſtone 
That beat out life 3 he fell, and deadly pale 
Groand out his Soul with gufhing bloud eus d. 
Much at that ſight was Adaw in his beart 


1450 


4.59 


Diſmai'd,and thus in haſte to th' Angel cri'd, . 
O Teacher, ſome great miſchief hath befall'n 
To that meek man, who well had fſacrifc'd'; 
s Pi-ttc thus and pure Devotion paid ? 
| T' whom Michael thus, hee alſo mov'd; repli'd. 
Theſe two are Brethren, Adem, and to come 
Out of thy loyns ; th' unjuſt the juſt hath Hain, 
For envie that his Brothers Offering found 
From Heav acceptance ; but the bloodie Fact 
Will de aveng'd, and th others Faith approv'd 
Looſe no reward, though here thou fee him die, 
Rowling in duſt. and gore. Towhich our Sire. 
Alas, both tort he deed and for the cauſe 
But have I nod ſren Death). Is this the way 
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[ muſt return to native duſt? O fight 
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel! 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou haſt ſeen 
In his firſt ſhape on man; but many ſhapes 
Of Death, and many are the wayes that lead 
To his grim Cave, all diſmal; yet to ſenſe 
More terrible at th' entrance then within. 
Some, as thou ſaw'ſt, by violeut ſtroke ſhall die, 
By Fire, Flood, Famin, by ſutemperance more 
la Meats and Drinks, which on the Earth ſhal bring 
Diſcaſes dire, of which a monſtrous crew 
Before thee ſhall appear 3 that thou mayſt know 
What miſerie th' inabſtinence of Eve 
Shall bring on men. Immediatelya place 
Before his eyes appeard, (ad, — dark, 
A Lazar-bouſe it ſeemd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diſeas'd, all maladies 
Of gaſtly Spaſm, or racking torture, qualmes 
Of beart-fick Agounie, all teavorous dds, 
Convulſions, Epilepſies, fierce Catarrhs, 
Inteſtin Stone and Ulcer, Colic pangs, 
Dropſies, and Aſthma's, and Joint-rackjiog Rheums. 
Dire was the toſſing, deep the groans, deſpair 
Tended the ſick buſieſt from Couch to Couch; 
And over them triumphant Death his Dart 
Shook, but delaid to ſtrike, though oft invok't 
With vows, as thir chief good, and final hope. 
Sight ſo deform what heart of Rock could long 
Drie-ey'd beholdz Adam could not, but wept, 
Though not of Woman born compaſſion quell'd 
His beſt of Man, and gave him up to tears 
Q q 2 A 
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And ſcarce recovering words his plaint renew'd. 
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ſpace, till ſirmer thoughts reſtraind exceſs, 


O miſerable Mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched ſtate reſerv'd ! 
Better end heer unborn. Why is life giv'n 
To be thus wreſted from us? rather why 
Obtrruded on us thus? who if we knew 
\W hat we receive, would either not accept 
Life offer'd, or ſoon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be ſo diſmiſt in peace. Can thus 
Th' Image of God iu man created once 
So gqodly and erect, though faultie ſince, 

To ſuch unſightly ſufferings be debas't 

Under inhuman pains? Why ſhould not Man, 
Retaining ſtii Divine ſimilitude 
[n part, from ſuch deformities be free, 

And for his Makers Image ſake exempt ? 

Thir Makers Image, anſwerd Aicbael, then 
Forſook them, when themſelves they villifi'd 
To ſerve > nr appetite, and took 
His Image whom they ſerv'd, a brutiſh vice, 
Inductive mainly tothe ſin of Foe; 

Therefore ſo abject is thir puniſhment, 
Disfiguring not Gods likeneſs, but thir own, 
Or if his likeneſs, by themſelves defaci 
While they pervert. pure Natures healthful rules 
To loathſom ſickneſs, worthily, ſince they 
Gods Image did not reverence in themſelves. 
I yeild it juſt, ſaid Adam, and ſubmit. 
But is there yet no other Way, beſides 
Theſe painful paſlages, how we may come 
To Death, and mix with our connatural daſt 7 
There 
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There is, ſaid Michael, if thou well obſerve 
The rule of not too much, by temperance taught 
In what thou eatſt and drinkſt, ſeeking from thence 
Due nouriſhment, not gluttonous delight, 


Sa maiſt thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop 
Into thy Mothers lap, or be with eaſe 

Gatherd, not harſhly pluckt, for death mature: 
This is old age; but then thou mult outlive 

Thy youth, thy ſtrength, thy beauty, which will 
To witherd weak & grayzthy Senſes then {change 
Obtuſe, all taſte of 2 muſt forgoe, | 
To what thou haſt, and for the Aire of youth 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reigne 

A melancholly damp of cold and — 

To waigh thy ſpirits down, and laſt conſume 
The Balme of Life. To whom our Anceſtor, 
Henceforth I flte not Death, nor would prolong 


Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireſt and eaſieſt of this combrous charge, 
Which I] muſt keep till my appointed day 


Till many years over thy head return: , 


Of rendring up. Michael to him repli d. 
| Norlove thy Life, nor hate; but what thou livſt 
Live well, how long or fhort permit to Heav n: 
And now prepare thee for another ſight. 

He lookd and ſaw a ſpacious Plaine, whereon | 


Of Cattel grazing : others, whence the ſound 
Of Inftruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of Harp and Organ; and who mooyd | 
Thir ſtops and chords was ſeen : his volant touch 
3 through all proportions low and high | 


Fled 


Were Tents of various hue; by ſome were herds+ 
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Fled and purſu'd tranſverſe the reſonant fugue. 
In other part ſtood one who at the Forge 
Labouring, two maſſie clods of Tron and Braſs 
Had melted (whether found where caſual fire 
Had waſted woods on Mountain or in Vale, 


Dovn to the veins of Earth, thence gliding hot 


To ſom Caves mouth, or whether waſht by ſtream 
From underground) the liquid Ore he dreind 

lato fit moulds prepar'd 3 from which he formd 
Firſt his own Tooles; then, what might elſe be 
Fuſil or grav'n in mettle. After theſe, (wrought 
But onthe hether (ide a different ſort 

From the high neighbouring Hills, which was thir 
Down to the Plain deſcended : by thirguiſe (Seat, 
Juſt men they ſeemd, and all thir ſtudy bent 

To worſhip God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor thoſe things luſt which might preſerve 


Freedom and Peace to men : they onthe Plain 
Long had not walkt, when from the Tents behold 
A Beavie of fair Women, richly gay 

In Gems and wanton dreſs; to the Harp they ſung 
Soft amorous Dittics, and in dance came on: 

The Men though grave, ey d them, and let thir eyes 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous Net | 
Faſt caught, they lik d, and each his liking choſe ; 
And now of love they treat till th' Eevning Star 
Loves Harbinger appeerd ; then all in heat 

They light the Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen, then firſt to —— Rites invok'ts 
With Feaſt and Mulick all the Tents reſound. 
Such happy interview and fairevent 

Of love & youth not loſt, Songs, Garlands, Flours, 


And 


And charming Symphonies attach'd the heart 
Of Alam, ſoon enclin'd to admit delight, 

The bent of Nature; which he thus expreſyd. 
True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleſt, 
Much better ſeems this Viſion, and more hope | 
Of peaceful dayes portends, then thoſe two paſt ; 
T hoſe were of hate and death, or pain much worſe, 

Here Nature ſeems falfilld in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judg not what is beſt 
By pleaſure, though to Nature ſeeming meet, 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holie and pure, conformitie divine. | 
Thoſe Tents thou ſawſt ſo pleaſant, were the Tents 
Of wickedneſs, wherein ſhall dwell his Race 
Who flew his Brother; ſtudious they appere 
Of Arts that poliſh Life, Inventers rare, 
Unmindful of thir Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Yet they a beauteous ofspring ſhall beget 
For that fair femal Troop thou ſawſt, that ſeemd 
Of Goddeſles, ſo blithe, ſo ſmooth, ſo gay, 

Let empty of all good wherein confiſts 

Womans domeſtic honout and chief praiſe ; 

Bred onely and completed to the taſte | 
Of luſtful appetence, to ſing, to dance, | 
To dreꝶ, and troule the Tongue, and roule the Eye. 
To theſe that ſober Race of Men, whoſe lives | 


Religious titl'd themthe Sons of God, | 
Shall ye ild up all thir vertue, all thir fame 
| 


Ignobly, to the traines and to the ſmiles 

Of theſe fair Atheiſts, and now ſwim in joy, 

|(Erelong to ſwimat larg) and laughs. for which \ 
| T. 
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The world erelong a world of tears muſt weepe. 
To whom thus Adam of ſhort joy bereft. 

O pittie and ſhame, that they who to live well 

Enterd ſo faire, ſhould turn afide to tread 

Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint ! 

But (till I ſee the tenor of Mans woe 

Holds on the ſame, from Woman to begin. 


630 From Mans effeminateſlackneſs it begins, 


Said th Angel, who ſhould better hold his place 
By wiſdome, and ſuperiour gifts receavd. 
But now prepare thee for another Scene. 

He lookd and ſaw wide Territorie ſpred 
Before him, Towns, and rural works between, 
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs, 
Concourſ in Arms, fierce Faces threatning Warr, 
Giants of mightie Bone, and bould empriſe; 

Part wield thir Arms,part courb the foaming Steed, | 
use or in Array of Battel rang'd X 
Both Horſe and Foot, nor idely muſtring ſtood 
One way a Band ſelect from forage drives 
A herd of Beeves, faire Oxen and faire Kine 
From a fat Meddow ground; or fleecy Flock, 
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plaine, 
Thir Bootie 3 ſcarce with Life the Shepherds flye, 
But call in aide, which tacks a bloody Fray; 
Withcruel Tournament the Squadrons joĩne; 
Where Cattel paſtur'd late, now ſcatterd lies 


— 


6550 With Carcaſſes and Arms th' enſanguind Field 


Deſerted ; Others to a Citie ſtrong 

— Siege, encampt 3 by Batterie, Scale, and Mine, 
Aſlaulting; others from the Wall defend 

Wich Dart and Jav'lin, Stones and ſulfurous Fire; 
od 1 - On 


— — 


On each hand ſlaughter and gigantic deeds. 
ln other part the ſcepter'd Haralds call 

To Council in the Citie Gates : anon 
Grey-headed men and grave,withWarriours mixt, 
Aſſemble, and Harangues are heard, but foon 

ln factious oppoſition, till at laſt ; 

Ot middle Age one riſing, eminent 

In wile deport, ſpake much of Right and Wrong, 
Of Juſtice, of Religion, Truth and Peace, | 


Exploded, and had feiz'd with violent hands, 


Unſeen amid the throng : ſo violence 
Proceeded, and Op on, and Sword-Law | 
Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting turnd full ſad 5 O what are thefe, 
Deaths Miniſters, not Men, who thus' deal Death 
Inhumanly to men, and multipl | 
Ten thouſand fould the fin of him who flew - 
His Brot her; for of whom ſuch maſſacher 
Make they but of thir Brethren, men of men? 
But who was that Juſt Man, whom had not Heav'n 
Reſcu'd, had in his Righteouſneſs bin loſt? 

To whom thus Michael; Theſe are the product 
Of thoſe ill-mated Marriages thou ſaw'ſt 5 
Where good with bad were matehtꝭ whoofthem-+ 
Abhor to joynʒ and by imprudence mit, (ſelves 
Produce prodigious Births of bodie or mind. 
Such were theſe Grants, men of 1 renown ; 
For in thoſe dayes Might onely ſhalt be admir , 


Had not 2 Cloud deſcending ſnateh d him thence 
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And Judgement from above: him old and young 
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And Valour and Heroic Vertu call'd ; 
Rr To 


— 
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| To overcome in Battel, and ſubdue 
| Nations, and bring home ſpoils with infinite 


Man- laughter, ſhall be held the higheſt pitch- 


Of human Glorie, and for Glorie done 


Of eviumph, to be ſtyld great Conquerours, 
Patrons uf Mankind, Gods, and Sons of Gods, 
Deſtroyers rightlier call'd and Plagues of men. 
Thus Fame ſhall be achiev'd; renown on Earth; 
And what. moſt merits fame in ſilence hid. 

But hee the ſeventhifrom thee, whom thou beheldſt 
The onely righteous in a World petverſe, 

And therefore hated, therefore ſo beſet 


With Foes for dating ſingle to be juſt, 

And utter odious Truth, that would come - 
To judge them with his Saints: Him the moſt High 
Rapt in a balmie Cloud with winged Steeds + 
Did, as thou-ſawſt, receave, to walk with God 
High in Salvation and the Climes of bliſs; 
Exempt from Death to ſnew thee what reward 
Awaits thegbod, the reſt what puniſhment 3 
Which now direct thine eyes and foon behold; - 


He dooł d, & ſa the face of things quite chang'd; 
The brax en Throat of Warr had ceaſt to roar, - 


710 All now was turn d to jollitie and gam, 


To luxurie and riot, feaſt and dance. 
Marrying or ꝓroſtituting, astbe fell! 
Rape or Adulteries here paſſin faire 

Allutd themg thence from Cups. to civil Broiles. 
At length a Reverend Sire among them came, 
And of thix doings great diſlike declar'd, 

And teſtit'd -againſt thir wayes; hee oft 


PRE thir Aſſemblies, whereſo met, 


Triumphs 


i 
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Triumphs or Feſtivals, and to them preachd | 
Converſion and Repentance, as to Souls 14720 
In priſon under — imminent: + | 
But all in vain: which when he ſaw, he ceas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his Tents farr off; 
Then from the Mountain bewing Timber tall, 
Began to build a Veſſel of huge bulk, | 
Meaſur'd by-Cubit,length, & breadth, and bighth, 
Smeard round with Pitch, and in the fide a dore 
Contriv'd, and of proviſions laid in large 
For Man and Beaſt : when loe a wonder ſtrange ! 
Of everie Beaſt, and Bird, and Inſect ſmall 
Came ſeavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught | 
Thir order; laſt the Sire, and his three Sons | 
With thir four Wiveszand God made faſt the dore. | 
Meanwhile theSouthwind roſe, & with black wings 
Wide hovering, allthe Clouds together drove 
From under Heay'n 5 the Hills to their ſupplie 
Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moiſt, 
Sent up amain ; and now the thick'nd Skie 
Like a dark Ceeling ſtood ; down ruſh'd the Rain 
Impetuous, and continu'd till the Earth 740 
No more was ſeen; the floating Veſſel ſwum 
Upliſted 3 and ſecure with beaked prow | 
Rode tilt ing ore the Waves, all dwellings elle | 
Flood overwhelmd,and them with all thir pomp | {| 
Deep under water rould; Sea cover'd Sea, BE: 
Sea without ſhoar; and inthir Palaces | 
Where luxurie late reign'd, Sea-monſters whe!p'd| |! 
And ſtabl'd ; of Mankind, ſo numerous late, 
All left, in une ſinall bottom (wum-imbark'r. 
How didſt thou grieve ther, Adam, to behold 750 
Ars The 
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The end of all thy Ofspring, end ſo ſad, 

 Depopulation 3 x to another Floud, 

Of tears and ſorrow a Floud thee alſo drown'd, 

And ſunk thee as thy Sons 3; till gently reard 

By th' Angel, on thy feet thou ſt at haſt, 

Though comfortleſs, as when a Father mourns 

His Childern, all in view deſtroyd at once 3 

And ſcarce to th' Angel utterd(t thus thy plaint. 
O Viſions ill foreſeen | better had 1 

Liv'd ignorant of future, ſo had borne 

My part of evil onely, each dayes lot 

Anough to bear; thoſe now, that were diſpenſt 

The burd u of many Ages, on me light 

At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Birth 

Abortive, to torment me ere thir being, 

With thought that they muſt be. Let no man ſeek 

Henceforth to be foretold what ſhall befall 

Him or his Childern, evil he may be ſure, 

Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 

And hee the future evil ſhall no leſs 

In apprehenſion then in ſubſtance feel 

Grievous to bear: but that care now is paſt, 

Man is not whom to warne: thoſe few eſcap't 

Famin and anguiſh will at laſt conſume 

Wandring that watrie Deſert : I had hope 

When violence was ceas't, and Warr on Earth, 

All would have then gon well, peace would have 

With length of happy days the race of man;(crownd 

But Þwas fart deceav'd; for now I ſee 

Peace to corrupt no leſs then Warr to waſte, 

How comes it thus? untould, Celeſtial Guide, 

And whether here the Race of man will end. 


To 


— 
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To whom thus Michael. T hoſe whom laſt thou ſawſt 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent 

And great — but of true vertu void ; 
Who _ pilt much blogd,and don much waſte 
Subduing Nations, and achievd thereby 

Fame in the World, high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall c e thir nat to pleaſure, eaſe, and floth. 
Surfet, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 

Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtil deeds in Peace. 
The conquerd alſo, and enflay'd by Warr 

Shall with thir freedom loſt all vertu looſe 

And feare of God, from whom thir pietie feign'd 
In ſharp conteſt of Battel found no aide 

A inſt invaders ; therefore coold in zeale 
Thenceforth ſhall practice how to live ſecure, 
Worſdlie or diſſolute, on what thir Lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy; forth' Earth ſhall bear 
More then anougb, that temperance may be tri d: 
So all ſhall turn degenerate, all deprav'd, 

Juſtice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot; 
One Man except, the onely Son of light 

la a dark Age, againſt example good, 

Againſt allurement, cuſtom, and a World 
Offended z fearleſs of reproach and ſcorn, 

Or violence, hee of thir wicked wayes 


| 
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Shall them admoniſh, and before them ſet 
The paths of righteouſneſs, how much more ſafe, 
And full of peace, denouncing wrauth to come 
On thir impenitence ; and ſhall returne 
Of them derided, but of God obtervd 
= one juſt Man alive; by his command 


Shall 
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Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou bebeld(t, 
To ſave himſelf and houthold from amidſt | 
A World devote to univerſal rack. 
No ſooner hee with them of Man and Beaſt 
Select for life ſhall in the Ark be lodg's, 
F 20 And ſhelterd round, but all the Cataract: 
Of Heav u ſet open on the Earth ſhall powre 
Raine day and night, all fountaines of the Deep 
Broke up, ſhall heave the Ocean to uſurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation riſe 
Above the higheſt Hills: then ſhall this Mount 
Of Paradiſe by might of Waves be moovd 
[Our of his place, puſhd by the horned floud, 
With all his verdure fpoil'd, and Trees adrift 
| Down the great River to the op hing Gulf, 
33c| And there take root an Iland ſalt and bare, 
The haunt of Scales and Orcs, and Sea-mews claag. 
Lo teach thee that God attributes to place 
No ſanctitie, if none be thither brought 
By Men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 
And now what further thall enſue, behold. 
He lookd, and ſaw the Ark hull on the floud, 
| Which now abated, for the Clouds were fled, 
Drivn by a keen North-winde, that blowing drie 
Wirinkld the face of Deluge, as decai'd x | 
245 And the cleer Sun on his wide watric Glaſs 
Gar d hot, and of the freſh Wave largely drew, | 
As after thirſt, which made t hir flowing ſur inł 
From ſtanding lake to tripping ebbe, that ſtole 
Wich ſolt teot towards the deep, who now had 
F is J luces, as the Heav n his windows ſhut. (ſtopt 
The Ark uo more now flotes, but ſeems on ground | 
| Fast 
1 — 11111 a 
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Faſt on the top of ſom high mountain fixt. 
And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer 5 

| With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive 
| Towards the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 
F orthwith from out the Arke a Raven flies, 
And after him, the furer me ſlenger, 
A Dove ſent forth once and agen to ſpie 


Green I rec or ground whereon his foot may light; 


Ide ſecond time returning, in his Bill 

An Olive leate he brings, pacific higne : 

Anon drie ground appeers, and from his Arxe 
The ancient Sire deſcends with all his Train; 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devour, 
Grateful to Heav'o, over his head beholds 

A dewic Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow 
Conſpicuous with three liſted colours gay, 
Betok'ning peace from God, and Cov'naat new. 
Whereat the heart of 4d.» crit ſo fad 

Greatly rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou that future things canſt repreſent 

As preſent, Heav'nly inftructer, | revive 

At this laſt Gght, aflur'd that Man ſhall live 
With all the Creatures, and thir feed preſerve. 
Farr leſs I now lament tor one whole World 
Ot wicked Sons deſtroyd, then I rejoyce 
Forone Man found fo perfet and fo juſt, 

bat God vourtſafes to raiſe another World 
From him, and all his angerto forger. 
But ſa y hat mean thole colourd ſtreaks in Hearn, 
Diſtended as the Brow of God appeas d, 
Or ſerve they as a Hlourie verge to binde 

The fluid skirts of that fame watric Cloud. 
Leaſt it again diflulve and ſhowr the Earth? To 
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I To whomth Archangel, Dextrouſly thou aint 
880 So willingly doth God remit his Ire, | 
Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd, 
|Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he Gw 
The whole Earth fill'd with violence, and all fleſh 
Corrupting eachthirway z yet thole remoov'd, 
Such grace ſhall one juſt Man find in his fight, | 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, | 
And makes a Covenant never to deſtroy | 
The Earth again by flood, vor let the Sea 
Surpaſs his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World | 
8g0| With Man therein or Beaſt ; but when he brings 
Over the Earth Cloud, will therein ſet 
His triple · colout d Bow, whereon to look 
And call to mind his Cov'nant : Day and Night, 
Seed timeand Harveſt, Heat and hoary Froſt 
Shall hold thir courſe, till fire purge all things new 
Both Heav'n and Earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell 
Thus thou haſt ſeen one World begin and end 
And Man as from a ſecond ſtock proceed. | 
Much thou haſt yet to ſee, but I perceave | 
| 


: 


* 
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| 900 Thy mortal ſight to faile ; objects divine 
Muſt needs impaire and wearie human ſeuſe 

Henceforth what is to com I will relate, | 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This ſecond four! of Men, while yet but few; 
And while the dread of judgement paſt remains 
Freſh in thir mindes, fearing the Deitie, 
With ſome regard to what 1s juſt and right 
Shall lead thir lives, and multiplie space, 
' Labouring the ſoile, and reaping plenteous crop, | 
pc: Corn wine and oyle 3 and from the herd or flock, | 

| Ott 


- _ _—_— 
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On fac Bullock, Lamb, or Kid, 
| With large ine-offerings pour'd,and ſacred Feaſt 
| Shal thir dayes in joy anblam'd, and dwell | 
| Longtime in peace by Families and Tribes 

Under paternal rule 4 till one ſhall riſe 

Ot proud #mbitious heart, who not content 

With fair equalitie, fraternal ſtare, 

Will arrogate Dominion undeſerv d 

Over his brethren, and quite difpoſſeſs 

Concord and law of 2 Earth; 


Wu Warr and hoſtile — ſuch as refule 
Subjection to his Empire tyrannous : 

A wightie Hunter — tall be ſtyhd 
Before the Lord, 24 in def; e of Heav" 

Or from Heav v econd Sovrant 

' And frum Rebellion ſhall derive his name, 
Though of Rebellion others he accuſe. 
Dur oY 1 joyns 
With him or under 
Marching from FA rhe Welt, ſhall fnde 
[The Plain, wherein a black biruminous _ 
Boilescout from under of Hell; 


Of Brigk, and of char ae al to build 
A Cine Towre, whole top Er n 4 
And get e ve 3 rae, far diſperſt 


2 yon inch wmv be loft, 
rdicls whet or eyil fame. 


[Tomek thir 


them be ſoon, 
Comes down r Cirie, — 
81 Odſtrud 


— ee 


| 
| 
Hunt "og (ood Men not Beaſts ſhall be his game) | 
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— Heav'n Town, and a derifon ſets 
pon thir Tongues a various Spirit to rale 
Quite out thir Native Language, and inſtead 
To ſow a jangling noiſe of words unknown? 
Fort hwith a ludeous ga bble riſes loud 

Among the Builders; each to other calks 

Not underſtood, till hoarſe, and all in rage, 


own, to ſet the hubbub ſtr 


And bear 


Ridiculou 


din z thus was the building le 


and the work Confuſion nam'd. 


Whereto thus 4daw fatherly diſpleas'd. 


O execrable Son ſo to alpire 


Above his Brethren, to himſelf aſſuming 
Authorit ie uſurpt, from God not Rin: 
He gave us onely over Beaſt, Fiſh, Fow! 
Dominion abſolute z that right we hold 


960 


his donation 4 but Man over men 


te 


Reſervi 


made not Lord ; ſuch title to himſelf 
„ human left om nmnep Bog. 


[_| 


Stayes not on 


But this pn) bg. angie prou 


to God his Tower intends 


Since thy original lapſe, true Libertic 


Siege and defiance : Wretched man! what food 


Wil be vey up thither io 
Himſelf and his raſh Armie, bete thin A ite 
| Above the Clouds will piac his cotrails gralh 
And familh bim of Breath) fe ff Bega 

970 To whom thus 8 y thou abhort i 
That Son, ho qu t niet Amen 
Such trouble brought, affect 
Rational Libertie 3; yet know 


8 


| 
Is: 


As mock they ſtormʒ great laughter was in Heav 
And looki 
the 


| 


o 
— 
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| 


| 


[Twing'd, and from her hath oo dividual being: 
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lad, which alwayes with right Reaſon dwells | | | 


Reaſon in man obſcur'd, or not obeyd, 


[mmediately ingrdinate defires 
And vpſtarr carch the Government 
From Reaſon, and to fervitude reduce 90 


Within himſelf unworthie Powers to 

Over free Reaſon, God in Jud 

— — to v Lords 3 
ho as undeſervedly enthra 

His outward freedom : Tyrannie muſt be, 

Though to the Tyrant thereby no excuſe. 

Yer fomtimes —— — fo low 

From vertue, w that no wrong, 

But Juſtice, aud ſome fatal curſe — logo 

——— — 5 

Thar inward loſt: Witnels th irreverent Son 

Of him who buile the Ark, who for the ſhame 

Don to his Father, heard this beavie curſe, | 

Seruuns of Servants, on his vicﬀus Race. | 

Thus will this lacter, as the former World | 

Still tend from bad to worſe, till God at laſt 

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw | 

His from among them, and avert | 

Hts Eyes; reſolving from theaceforth occ 
o have them to thir own polluted wayes ; 


Man till then free. Therefore fince hee permits | 
ri 


And cone peculiar Nation to ſelect | 


From all the reſt; of whom to be invok'd, 
A Nation ſrom one faithful man ro ſpring : 


Him qe this Hide fan 67 , 
— weeds — 
2 e (Canſt 
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(Cant thou believe ſhould be &o ſtupi 

|While yer the Patziarkliv'd,who Sabel 

As to forſake the living God, and fail 

io To worſhip thir own work in Wood and Stone 

| For Gods ! yet him God the moſt High vourſafes 

To call by Vitien frum his Fathers houſe, 

His kindred and falſe Gods, intos Land 

Which be will ſhew him, and from bimwill raiſe 

A mightie Nation, and upon him ſhowre 

All Norors bal be bleſt der traighe obeys 

| All Nations (ball 5 , 

Not knowing to what Land, yet frees believes : 

I ſce him, but thou canſtace, with what Faith 

1020 He leaves his Gods, his Fricads, and native Soile | 

Jr of Gbaldes, paſkngnow the Ford © | 
To Haram, after him a cumbrone Train | 

| - [of Herds andFlocks, and aurnerine einde 


| 


Not wandii but all Ris wealth 
With God, whocall'd hin, in a unknown. 
Canaan he now attains, 1 Terms 


Pitcht about gec bes, and the paighboaring Plaine 
Ot Atoreh ; there by promite — | 
| Gitt to his of all that Land; 
wal —— — South 9 
(Things by thir names though yet wnnam'd) 
| From Hirmon Eoſt to the great Weſtern Ses, 
Mount Here, yonder Sex, och place behold 
In proſpect, avl — the ſhore 
Mount camei; bere the double-founted ſtream 
rdan, prot limit Eaſtwratd z but his e 
hall dwell r9-Senrr, that long ridge of Hil, 
This pondet, that all Natiourot the Earth 


Shall 
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|_ P wradiſe dal. 
Shall ij his Seed be bleſſed 3 by-eba: Sou | 
„ meat thy great dehverer, who ſhall bæuiſe 


he Serpents bead whereof to thee anon 
Plainher ball be reveald. This Patriarch bleſt, 


|T he Grandchilde with eweive Sous 

rom C t©1Land bereafter call'd * 
Fee, divided by the River Nite; 

Sce where it town, Cigurging at avert moot hes 
\loto the gra: ro — — | 

He comes invieed by z yonger Son 

a time of deamth, a — deeds 
aiſe him to be ti ſecoud ia that Res | 
—.—— there he dies, and leaves hh Rice 


Growing into ande0w grown 

— to 1 —— — 
hi 

Too timer — mary 
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To know thir God, or Hage to regatd,” 
8 2ad dire 
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Botches abd blaines mult all his fleſh lebe, 
And all his Thunder wirt with Haile, | 
Haile mixt with fire muſt rend th Egy Jaw $kie | 
And wheel on th' Earth, devouring whete it rouls; 
Wbat u devours not, Herb, ve Fruit, or Graine, 
— — norking 
Muſt cat; ve green: 
| Darkneſs muſt overſhadow all his bounds, 
1980 Palpable darkneſs, and blot out three da 
with one ſtroke all the fi hos 
& muſb lic Thus with ten wounds 
Of wer- taurd at length ſu beit 
To let his ſojourners depart, and oft 
— — 200 Glee | 
— hard ud after thaw, till in hi 


— — hr Hur yrs — ke paſs © | 

[As on drie land between two chriſtal walls, 
w'd by the — ei ſo to ſtand 

= goin chir- ſhoar 

| eee Geo tt ie wil rw, 


All oight 


Then .— 


1100 Cod! | 
And craze ——— 
EN once more his potent Rod extends 

; Over 


Yer the Sea 4 the Sea his Rod obeys 3 

In thir imbarteNd ranks the Waves return, 
And overwhelm thir Warr : the Rice clect 
Safe tuwar ds Canaan from the ſhoat advance 

I brough the wilde Deſert, not the readieſt way, 
Leaſt cotring en the Comcantte allarumd 

Warr terrific them inexpert, and feare 
Actutn them back to Fe, ch rather 
loglorivus life with ſervitudey for lite 

To noble and ignoble is more ſweet 

Untraigd in Armes, where raſhne(s leads not on, 
This alſo ſhall they gain by this delay 

in the wide Wilderneſs, there the (hall found 
Thir government, and thir great e chooſe 


God from the 
Shall tremble, he 


of gau, 8. y «op 


Y 
1 Ki yerance. But the voice < God 
e dreadful ; they beſeech. 
That, Ac el, report to them his will, 


And ters rants them thir delire, 
— is no accels 

2 who high Office now 
oy 75 an —_ 


l 1h. be foretell, 
S in thir Age the times 


——— 


Throughthe twelve ribes to rule byLaws ordaind: 
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| nam with thoughts what would becom 


Ot great Meſſiah {hall ſing. Thus Laws and Rites 
[Eftablithr, ſuch delight hath God in Men 

| Obedient to his will, that he voutſafes 

Among them to ſet up his Tabernacle, 

The holy One wich mortal Men to dwell: 

By his preſcript a Sanctuary h framd 
Ot Ga. overlaid with Gold, therein 

An Ark, and in the Ark his Teſtimony, 

he Records of his Cov” nant, over theſe 

A Mercie-ſcat of Gold between the wings 
Of exo bright Cherubim, before him burn 
Seaven Lamps as in a Zodiac re enting 

The Heav'nly fires ; over the Tent aClond 
Shall reſt by Day, a fierie A kth they 
Save when they journie, and at ey come, 
Condacted by his Augel to the Land 

Promisd to 'Abrebaps and —— Ka- reſt 
Were long to wry * 1 ought, 
How. — Kings al Kingdoon wow 
Or how re Sun 2 e n ſtan "Ay 
A day entire, and y6d Nights daecoutfe adj N e 
Mans voice commanding, Sun in Gibeon ſtand, 
And thou Moon in the yale of Atalow, 
Till Mae overcome; ſo call the 

From Abrabam, Som of 1fazc, and from? hi 
His whole deſcent, who thus ſhall Can vin: 
Here Adem interpoyd. O ſetit from Heav'o, 

Ealightner of my darkneſs, gracious things 
Thou haſtreveald, thoſe chiefly w 

Juſt Abrabam Seed: — firſt T Hude 
Mine eyes true ophing, and my heart much eagd, 


— 


N 
* 


Of 


* 
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Of mee and all Mantfind ; but now lee © © | 


His day, in whom u Nations ſhall be bleſt, 
Favour unmerited by me, who fought | 
Forbidd's knowledge by forbidd'n means. 1170 
This yer L apprehend not, why to thoſe 0 
Among whom God will deigue to dwell on Earth | 
So many and ſo various Laws are gi n; E 4 
So many Laws argue fo many ſins | 
Among them 3-how can God with ſuch refide ? | 

To whom thus Aiebael. Doubt not but that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot 3 
And therefore was Law given them to evince | 
Thir natural pravitie, by ——_ up | 
Sin agaiaſt Law ro fight z that when they ſee 
Law carittiſeovey ſin but not remove, 
Save by thoſe nadie expistions weak, 
The blouq of Bull and Goats; they may conclude 
Some bloud more precious maſt. be paid for Man, 
— for unjuſt; that in ſuch righteouſneſs 


o themſty Paid imparted; they may finde 
Juſtification teen vd, — | 
Of Confwietice, which the Law by Ceremonies 


Cannot appeaſe, nor Man the moral part | 
Perform, and not performing cannet hve. 7 


$6 Law appeats ibperſet, and'but'giv'n 
With purpulce them l full time 
Up toa Oor mant, dilciplid'd 
From ſhadowie Types to Truth from Fleſhto Spirit, 
From impuſit ion of ſtrict Laws, to free | 
Acceptance: uf age Grace, froth ſervil fear -* 
To filiab works 0 to works of Faith.” 
And cherefare ſhall wor * of God 
1 t ä 


£ — — 


| 


| b 
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Highly belov'd, being but the Mivifter 
Law, his s people into Canaan lead ; 
But Joſhua whom the Gentiles Je Jeſus call, 
His Name and Office bearing, ſhall quell 
The adverſarie Serpent, and bring back 
Through the worlds wilderneſs — wanderd man 
Safe to eternal Paradiſe of reſt, 
Meanwhile they in thir — Can plac't 
Long time ſhall dwell and proſper, but when fins 
National interrupt t hir Ir peace, 
Provoking God to raiſe them enemies: 
From whom as oft he ſaves them peuitent 
Judges firſt, then under Kings 3 of whom 
The fecond, bath for pietie renownd 
And puiſſant deeds, a promiſe ſhall receive 
lrrevocable, that his Regal Throne 
For ever ſhall endure; the like ſhall fing 
All Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock 
Of David (ſol name this Y ſhall riſe 
A Son, the Womans Seęd to thee foretold, 
Foretold to Ar , as in whomfſhall truſt 
All Nations, and to Kings foretold; of Kings 
The laſt, for of his Reign ſhall be no end: 
But firſt a long ſucceſſion muſt enſue, 
And his 29 on for Wealth: and Wiſdom fam d, 
The clouded. Ark of God till then in Tens | 
Wandring, ſhall in a glorious Temple enſbcine. 
Such follow him, as ſhall be 
_ ood, part bad, of bad the 
hot ou eee and other 
lar ſumwe, will — 
— them, and 1 thir Land, 


er — 


Tir 


n — — 
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Thir Citie, his.Temple, and his holy Ark 

With all his ſacred things; a ſcorn and prey 

| To that proud Citie, whoſe high Walls thou ſaw'ſt 

Left in confuſion, Babylon thence call'd, | 

There in eaptivitie he lets them dwell | 

The ſpace of feventie years,then bringsthem back, 

Remembring mercie, and his Cov'nant ſworn 

To David, ſtabliſht as the dayes of Heav'n. 

Returnd from Babylon by leave of Kings + 

Thir Lords, whom God diſpos'd, the houſe of God 

They firſt re · ed iſie, and for a while 

In mean eſtate live moderate, till grown 

ln wealth and multitude, factious they grow; 
But. firſt among the Prieſts diflenfion ſprings, 

Men who atrend the Altar, and ſhould 1 moſt 
Endea vour Peace: thir ſtrife pollution brings 

Uponthe Temple it ſelf : at laſt they ſeiſe 
The Scepner, and regard not Davids Sons, 

Then looſe it to a ſtranger, that the true 

Anointed King he mig ht be born 

Barr d of his right 3 yet at his Birth a Starr 

Unſeen before in Heav u proclaims him com, 

And guides the Eaſtern Sages, who enquire 

His place, to offer Incenſe, Myrrh, and Gold ; 

His place of birth a folemn Angel tells 

To — le Shepherds, keeping watch 2 3 

They gladly thither haſte, and by a Quire 

Ofſquadrond Angels hear his Carol Tung. 

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 

The Power of the; moſt Highz/heThall aſcend 

The Throne hereditaris, and hound his Reign 
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Withearths wide bounds, his glory withtheHeav'ns. | 
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Surcharg d, as kad like grief bin dew d in tears, 


Coo ae 


He ceas'd „chſcerning Adam with uch joy 


Without the vent of words, which theſe he breathd. 
O Prophet of- glad tidings, finiſher 
Of utmoſt hope! now — nay 7 of 
What oft my ſteddieſt thoughts have ſearcht in 
Why our greatexpedation id be call'd (vain, 
The ſeed of Woman: Virgin Mother, Haile, 
High in the love of Heav'n, yet from: my Loynes 
Thou ſhalt proceed, and from thy Womb the Son 
— God molt Higb; So God with man unites. 
Needs muſt the Serpent now. his capital bruiſe 
Expect with mortal paine: ſay Where and when 
Thir fight, What dolle (hall bruiſe the Victors heel. 
To whom thus AMichael.: Dream nat of thir fight, 
As of a Duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel e not therefore joynes the Son 
Manhood to God- head, with mote: Grengeh to foil 
Thy enemie ; nor {0 is overcome 
Satan, whoſe fall from Heav'n,, deadlier brite; 
Diſabſd got to give thee thy deaths wound: 0 
Which hee, who comes thy Saviour, Gall recute 
Not by deſtroying Satan, but his works | 
In thee and in thy Seed: nor can this be, C 
But by fulſilling that which thou didſt want, 14 


Obe diene to the Law of God, ĩmpos dc oT 
On penaltie of death, and ſuftering death, 'T 
The penaltie to thy tranſgreſſion due, 20 


And due to thęirs which out of:thine will gig 


d. 
The ft God exaft he Tale 
1 by bediene 4 ny though ds 


Alone 


—_ 


K» 


= 
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Alone fulfill the Law 3 thy punifhment 

He ſhall endure by coming in the Fleſh 

To a reproachful life and curſed death, 
Proelaming Life to all who ſhall believe 

In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his merits 

To ſave them, not thir own, though legal works. 
For this he ſhall live hated, be blaſphem'd, 


| 


- — 


Then temporal 


Seis d on by force, judg'd, and to death cundemnd 
A ſhameful and accurſt, naild to the Croſs 

By his own Nation, ſlaine for bringing Life; 
But to the Croſs he nailes thy Enemies, 

The Law that is againſt thee, andthe fins 

Ofall mankinde, with him there cruoih'd, 
Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt 

In this his ſatisfaction ; ſo he dies, - 

But ſoon revives, Death over him no power 
Shall long uſurp; ere the third dawning light 
Returne, the Starres of Mora ſhall ſee him riſe 


1300 
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Out of, his grave, freſhas the 'dawning light, 
Thy ranſom paid,which Man from death redeems, 
His death for Man, as many as offerd Life 

Neglect not, and the benefit imbrace 


Anaulthydoats,thedeath thou ſhouldſt have dy d 
In lin ox ever loſt from life 3 this act l 
Shall bruiſe the head of Satan, cruſh his ſtrength 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two maine armes, 
And fix fore deeper in his head thir ſtings *. 
cathy ſhall bruiſe the Victors bed, 
Or theirs whom'he redeems, a death like fleep; 
A gentle wafting to immortal Life. 


Nor 


By Faith, not void of workes : this God-like act be: 
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Nor after reſurrection ſhall be ſtay 
| Longer on Earth then certaine times to appe er 
|To his Diſciples, Men who in his Life 


Regt in the proflueut ſtreame, the ſigue 
O 


I 250 When this worlds diffolution ſhall be ripe 


| As at the Worlds great period ; and our Sire 


Still follow'd him 3 to them ſhalt leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they learn'd | 
And his Salvation, them who ſhall beleeve 


waſhmg them from guilt of fin to Life 
Pure, aud in mind prepar'd, it ſo befall, 
For death, like that which the redeemer dy'd. 
All Nations they fhall teach; for from that day 
Not onely to the Sons of Abrabaws Loines 
Salvation ſhall be Preache, but to the Sons 
Of Abrahams Faith whereverthrough the world; 
So in his ſeed all Nations ſhall be bleſt. 
Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he ſhall aſcend 
With victory, triumphing through the aire 
Over. his foes and thine 3 there ſhall ſurpriſe 
The Se , Prince of aire, and drag in Chaines 
Through all his realme, & there confounded leave; 
Then enter into glory, and reſume A 
His Seat at Gods right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in Heav n; and thence lian come, 


With glory and power to judge both quick dc dead, 
m1 —— th' unfaithful ho „ but toreward 
Hisfaithful, and receave them into bliſs, 
Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
Shall all be Paradiſe, far happier place 
Fbenthis of Edes, and far happier daies. > 

So > th' Archangel Michael, then paus d, 


—— Mt. 


Replete 


Sn 


Replete with joy and wonder thus repli d. 
O goodneſs infinite, goodneſs immenſe | 

That all this gavd of evil ſhall produce, 

And evil turn to good 3 more wonderful 

Then that which by creation firſt brought forth 

Light out of darkne(s! full of doubt I ſtand, 

Whether I ſhould repent me now of ſin 

By mee done and occaliond, or rejoyce 

Much more, that much more good thereof (hal) 

To God more glory, more goed will taMen(ſpring, 

From God, and over wrauth grace (hall abound. 

Bur ſay, if our deliverer up to Heav'n 

Muſt reaſcend, what will betide the tew 

His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 

The enemies of truth ; who then ſhall guide 

His people, who defend ? will they not deale 

Worſ with his followers then with him they dealt? 

Be ſure they will, faid th Angel; but from Heav'n 

Hee to his own a Comforter will ſend, 

The promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 

His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith 


To guide them in all truth, and alſo arme 
With ſpiritual Armour, able to reſiſt 

Satans aſlaults, and quench his fierie darts, 
What Man can do againſt them, not affraid, 


Working through love, upon thir hearts ſhall write, F 
| 
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Though to the death, againſt ſuch cruelties 
With unward conſolatiom recompenc't, 
And oft — — ſo as ſhall amaze 


Thir-provudeſt petſecuters: for the Spirit 
Powrd firſt on his Apoſtles, whom he fends 


To evangelize the Nations, then on all 
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Baptiz'd, 02 
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Baptiz d, ſhall them with wondrous gift 5 cndue 
ves, and do all M ; 

As did thir Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each Nation to receave 


| With joy thetidings brought fromHeav'n:at length 


Thir Mini rform d, and race well run, 
[Thr fs — thir ſtory written left, 

They die; but in thir room, as they forewatne, 
Wolves ſhall fucceed for teachers, grievous Wolves, 
Who all the ſacred myſteries of Heav'n 
To thir own vile advantages ſhall turne 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With ſuperſtitions and traditions taint, 

ft onely in thoſe written Records pure, 
Though not but by the Spirit underſtood. 

Then thaltthey ſeek to avail chernſelves of names, 
Places andritles; and with theſe to joe 
Secular power, thou _ wy ſtill to att. 

By foirienal, to them opriating 

The Spirit of God, end ike: and 1 

To all Belervers 3 and from that pretenſe, 2 4 
; Spiritual Lawes by carnal power force! 
n every conſcience 3 Laws which none ſhall finde 
ft them inrould, or what the Spitit within 
hall on che heart engrave. What will they then 
ut force the Spiritus Grace it ſelt, and n {6 
is conſort Liberties what, but unbuitd- - 


wy 


. B 


On all who in the worthip perſevere 
Of Spirit and Truth; the reft, far greater part, 
Will deem in outward Rites and ſpecious formes 
Religion datisfi'd; Truth (ball reti re a 
Beſtuek with (landrous darts, and works of Faith 
Rarely be found: ſo ſhall the World go on 
To good malignant, to bad men benigne, 
Under her own waight groaning, till the day 
Appeer of reſpiration to the juſt, 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 

Of him ſo lately promis d to thy aid, 

The Womans: ſeed, obſcurely then foretold, 

Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

Laſt in the Clouds from Heav'nto be reveal d 
In glorie of the Father, to diſſolve 

Satas with his perverted world, then raiſe 
From the conflagrant maſs, purg'd and refin'd, 
New Heay'ns, new Earth, Ages of endleſs date 
Founded in Righteouſneſs and Peace and Love, 
To briog forth fruits Joy and eternal Bl ifs. 

He ended and thus Adam laſt reply d. 

' How ſoon hath thy prediction, Seer bleſt, 
Meaſur'd this tranſient World, the Race of time, 
Till time ſtand fixt 5 beyond is all abyſs, 
Eternitie, whoſe end no eye can reach. 

Greatly inſtructed | ſhall-henee depart, , 

Greatly in peace ofthought, and have my fill 

Of Knowledge, whatthis-veſlel can contain; 
Beyond; which was my folly to aſpire, 

Hence forth I leatne, thatito obey is belt, 

And love with feay the onely God, to walk 
As in his preſenoe, ever bw: obſerve 
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His Providence, and on him ſole depend, 

Merciful over all his works, with good 

Still overcoming evil, and by ſmall 

Accompliſhing great things, by things deemd weak 
Subverting worldly — und worldly wiſe 


ls fortitude to higheſt victorie, 

And to the faithtul Death the Gate of Life ; 
Taught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſt. 

To whom thus alſo th Angel laſt repli'd : | 
This having learnt, thou haſt attaind the ſumme 
Ofwiſdomz hope no higher, though all the Starrs 
Thou knewſt by name, and all th Ethereal Powers, 
All ſecrets ofthe deep, all Natures works, | 
79 Or works of God in Heay'n,Air,Earth,or Sea, | 

And all the riches of this World enjoy diſt, | 
And all the rule, one Empire — add | 
Deeds to thy knowledge anſwerable, add Faith, 
Add Vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, | 
By name to come call'd Charitie, the ſoul | 
Of all the reſt : then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poſſeſs 
A Paradife within thee ha farr. 

Let us deſcend now therefore from this top 


Of Speculation ; for the hour preciſe 
= Era our parting hence and ſee the Guards, | 


hir motion, at whoſe Front a flaming Sword, 
n ſignal of remove, waves fiercely round; 
We may no longer ſtay : go, waken Fee; 
alſo I with gentle Dreams have calm d 
Portending 


Th me encawpt on yonder Hill, expect | 


— — | 
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To meek ſubmiſſion: thou 2 fit 

Let ber with thee partake what thou haſt heard, 
Cheifly what may concern her Faith to know, 

The great deliverance by ber Seed to come 

( beck the Womans ſeed) on all Mankind, 

That ye may live, which will be — dayes, 
Both in one Faith unanimous, thoug fad, 

With cauſe for evils paſt, yet much more cheer'd 
With meditation on the ba 7 end. 

He ended, and they both. eſcendthe Hill; 
Deſcended Adas to the Bower where Eve 
Lay ſleeping ran before, but found her wak't ; 
And thus with words not ſad ſhe him receav'd. 
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For God is alſo in leep, and Dreams adviſe, 
Which he hath ſent itious, ſome great good 
Preſaging, fince with ſorrow and hearts diſtreſs 
Wearied | fell aſleep : but now lead og 5 

In me is no delay» wth thee 9 go, 

ls to ſtay here ; without thee here to ſtay, 

Is to go hence unwilling ʒ thou to mee | 
Art all things under Heav'o, all places thou, 
Who for my wilful crime art baniſh t hence. 


by hence; though all by me is loſt 
uch favour I unworthie am vouchfaft, " , 


y me the Promis'd Seed ſhall all reſtore, 

So ſpake our Mother 8 ve, and Au heard 
Well pleas'd, but anſwer d notʒ for now too nigh 
Th' arch Angel God, and from the other Hill 

o thir fixt all in bright array 


# = _ The 
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Portending good, and all der ps compose d! 


W hence thou returmſt, & whither wentſt, | know; Joc 


— 
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This further conſolation yer ſecure 5 
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The Cherubinf deſcended; onthe ground 


Ais'n 1 River o'rerHeMariſh 

And gathery ground ta (t at the ry heel 

Homeward returring. High infronradwanc't, 
he brand 
jerce as a Comer; which with torrid hear, 

And vapout asche Libyan Air aduſt, 

Beg m to parctythar temperate Clime ; whereat 


3 roy «nd to th Eaſtern Gate 
Led them and dbwh the CMH as Faſt 

To theTſubjeted Plaine ; then dis d. 
They looking back, allrh' Eaſtern fide beheld 
OfParadile, ſo lire thir happie ſexr; 
Wav'd'over by that flaming Brand, the Gate 

With dreadful Facesthrong'd and fierie Armes: 
Some natural tearsthey drop d, but wip'd them i 
The World was all before them bete to chooſe 
hir place of teſi and Providence thir guide" 


| la either hand the haſtning Angel caught 
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of God beftbem bird 


* 
| 
* 


hey hand in hand withwandting ſteps and (10 w/ 


hrough Edewtook thit falitarie way, 
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